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SAMPLE 2010 Voter Registration Card 
Note: This document is for teaching purposes only and should not be filled out as an official registration card. 
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Just One Vote 
1820 One electoral college vote kept President James Monroe from being elected president without dispute when he ran 
for a second term in 1820. He was so popular that all but one of the members of the electoral college voted for him. John 
Quincy Adams cast the one vote against Monroe. Adams stated that the reason he did this was "to make certain that only 
George Washington would ever have the honor of being elected President by a unanimous vote."  
 
1845 One vote made Texas one of the United States. In 1845, the Republic of Texas asked to become part of the United 
States. Many Americans, however, feared that another southern state would bring trouble. When the Senate voted on this 
issue, a tie occurred. Then one senator changed his vote, and by this single vote, Texas became the 28th state. 
 
1846 One vote decided on war with Mexico. In 1846, the Mexican army invaded Texas and President Polk asked for a 
Declaration of War. The Senate did not want to go to war, and the declaration passed by only one vote. The United States 
won the war against Mexico and with that victory added five states — Arizona, New Mexico, Nevada, Utah and California. 
 
1867 One vote gave the United States the state of Alaska. The Alaska Purchase of 1867 was ratified by just one vote — 
paving the way for the territory to be America's largest state when it became part of the United States in 1958. 
 
1868 One vote saved President Andrew Johnson from being removed from office. The House brought charges of 
impeachment against Johnson, but the Senate, which decides impeachment cases, found him innocent by one vote. 
Impeachment is the first step by which officials, such as the president, may be removed from office. President Johnson was 
not convicted by the Senate and therefore he was not removed from office. 
 
1876 One vote gave Rutherford B. Hayes the presidency of the United States. In the 1876 presidential election, Samuel 
Tilden received a half million more popular votes than Hayes. The electoral college was not in agreement about who should 
be America's next leader. A special commission was formed to make the final decision. The commission decided, although 
Hayes had lost the actual vote by the citizens of the United States, he had won the electoral vote by just one ballot: 185 to 
184. 
 
1916 One vote in each of the voting districts of California re-elected President Wilson. If Wilson's opponent, Charles E. 
Hughes, had received an additional vote in each one of California's voting precincts, he would have defeated Wilson. 
 
1920 One vote gave women the right to vote. In August, 1920, Tennessee's legislature ratified the 19th Amendment to the 
Constitution by just one vote, giving the Amendment the necessary approval of two thirds of the states to make it effective. 
The key vote in Tennessee was cast by 24-year-old Harry Burns, one of the nation's youngest state legislators, who had 
previously been against the right of women to vote. 
1948 One vote per voting precinct gave Harry S. Truman the presidency. If Truman's opponent, Thomas E. Dewey, had 
received one vote more per precinct in Ohio and California, there would have been a tie and the House of Representatives 
would have decided the election. And because Dewey had more support in the House than Truman, Dewey would have won. 
 
1960 One vote per voting precinct would have elected Richard Nixon rather than John F. Kennedy president. 
 
2000 The election on November 7, 2000, was the closest presidential race in history. In the final count, Governor George 
W. Bush of Texas won by 4 electoral votes, but Vice President Al Gore had won the popular vote by 337,576 votes. Bush 
was the first presidential candidate in more than a century to win the presidency while losing the popular vote. The 
deciding factor in Bush winning the election was a victory in Florida by just 537 votes over Gore! 
 
2005 - The winner in more than 20 elections in North Carolina cities was determined by less than three votes. 
 
 
Sources: http://pbskids.org/democracy/vote/onevote1820.html
 http://womenshistory.about.com/od/suffrage1900/a/august_26_wed.htm 
 http://www.sboe.state.nc.us/  
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     Create a “Get Pre-Registered” Commercial 
 
In the 2008 election, America heard the youth vote loud and clear. How can we continue 
this momentum? To encourage youth to participate in the democratic process, the NC 
General Assembly recently passed a law that allows 16- and 17-year-olds to ‘pre-
register’ to vote. They will automatically become full registered voters when they turn 18. 

North Carolina young adults hold very different views than older generations and must continue to share these 
views and influence public policy by pre-registering to vote and then casting a ballot.  

As a young person, you know best how to encourage your peers to pre-register to vote in future elections. You 
also know where young voters get their information. You will use this insight to plan a commercial to be used 
online to encourage North Carolina’s 16 and 17 year-olds to pre-register. The internet has become a powerful tool 
for spreading ideas. In 2006, 83% of people aged 18-29 used the Internet daily. This is your chance to design an 
innovative approach to recruit young people to get in involved in the democratic process!  
 
Design a commercial to encourage 16 and 17-year olds at your school to pre-register to vote. Make 
sure to consider the following questions when designing your commercial:  

 Who do you think could best influence your peers to pre-register? Fellow young adults? Famous citizens? 
 What are the benefits of pre-registering and voting? 
 Why is pre-registering and voting an essential trait of a healthy democracy? 
 How are the views of young people different than the views of older generations? 
 Are there particular political stances that will excite young people? (i.e., free tuition to state colleges, 

restoring the draft for military service, death penalty, gun laws, etc.) 
 

Make sure your final commercial also shares the following information: 
 Who can pre-register and register to vote? 
 What is the process to get pre-registered or registered to vote?  
 Who can vote? 

 
Requirements for final commercial: 

 Complete commercials should be 3-5 minutes when presented. 
 Commercials should appear organized, well thought out, and be presented in a serious fashion (even if 

your commercial employs humor, you should do so in a mature, committed way) 
 All group members must actively participate in the planning and presenting of the commercial 
 Be creative – you can use props, costumes, music, scenery, etc.; your commercial can be done in any 

genre or style that you choose 
 Your final commercial must convince viewers to pre-register to vote! 
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NORTH CAROLINA 

VOTERS  
B oth federal and state laws set eligibility 
requirements for voting in North Carolina.  

Federal law states that:  

 One cannot be denied the right to 
vote because of age if one is over 18.  

 One cannot be denied the right to 
vote because of gender.  

 One cannot be denied the right to 
vote because of race.  
 

North Carolina law states that:  

 You must be 18.  

 You must have a 30-day residence in 
the NC county where you live.  

 You must not be registered to vote or 
vote in any other county or state.  

 You must have your rights of 
citizenship restored if you are a 
convicted felon. After a convicted 
felon completes his or her sentence, 
his/her rights can be restored.  

 

CANDIDATES  
The North Carolina Constitution requires 
candidates running for elected office in 
North Carolina be:  

 21 years old.  

 Eligible to vote for the office sought.  

 The Constitution outlines additional 
qualifications for certain elected 
offices, such as Governor, Attorney 
General and North Carolina Senate. 

The North Carolina State  

Board of Elections is the state agency responsible  

for administering laws involving the elections process and  

campaign finance disclosure in North Carolina. The governor of North  

Carolina appoints the five members of the bi-partisan board. No more than three 

members of the state board may be of any one political party. The State Board of 

Elections, using names put forward by the political parties, appoints the three 

members of each of the bi-partisan county boards of elections. No more than two 

members of the county board may be of the same political party. 

 

In preparation for voting, voters can visit the North Carolina State Board of 

Elections at http://www.sboe.state.nc.us to identify their precinct, print off a 

sample ballot and obtain other information about the election process.  

 P r e - R e g i s t e r  
Beginning January 1, 2010, NC’s 16 and 17 
year-olds can “pre-register” to vote on the 
same voter-registration form that eligible 
voters use to register. 16 and 17 year-olds 
will check a “pre-register” box on the voter 
registration form and they will automatically 
be registered as full registered voters when 
they turn 18. 
 

 R e g i s t e r  
If you are eligible to vote, you can register 
through North Carolina agencies including 
the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV), 
the Employment Security Commission, and 
WorkFirst and Medicaid programs and mail, 
by contacting your county board of 
elections Libraries and public high schools, 
which have mail-in registration forms. 
 

nearby building. The county can open other 
sites, and these may be open different days 
and hours. At least one site must be open 
from 19 days to three days before Election 
Day. Citizens can also vote early by mail 
with an Absentee Ballot, which the voter or 
a near relative must request in writing from 
your county board of elections. This 
request can be made between 50 and 
seven days before Election Day.  
 

How Do I Vote? 

 V o t e  E a r l y  
Beginning 19 days before an election, all 
North Carolina counties must open at least 
one location where citizens can vote early. 
This is sometimes called “One Stop 
Absentee Voting” or “In Person Absentee 
Voting." One Early Voting site must be at 
the county Board of Elections office or at a 
nearby building. The county can open other 
sites, and these may be open different days 

 V o t e  o n  E l e c t i o n  D a y  
Each county board of elections divides its 
county into polling precincts. Each polling 
precinct has a designated polling site that 
voters living in the precinct must use when 
voting. Your polling precinct is listed on 
your voter registration card; you can  
also contact your county board of  
elections for this  
information. 

http://www.sboe.state.nc.us/

