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VOTE 2008:
North Carolina’s Council of State
Overview
Students will learn about the members of North Carolina’s Gouncil of State and their roles within state government.
Students will then explore the candidates currently running for these elected positions and create a resume for one of the
potential officials. Based on the information and experience noted on the resumes, students will make a decision regarding
which candidate they would vote for to fill each GCouncil of State position.

Standard Course of Study for 8" Grade SS

T  Objective 8.03: Describe the impact of state and national issues on the political climate of North Carolina.

T Objective 9.01: Describe contemporary political, economic, and social issues at the state and local levels and evaluate
their impact on the community.

T Objective 9.03: Describe opportunities for and benefits of civic participation.

North Carolina Standard Course of Study for Civics and Economics

1 Objective 3.02: Explain how the North Carolina Gonstitution and local charters define the framework, organization,
and structure of government at the state and local level.

T Objective 3.03: Explain how the state constitution grants and limits the authority of public officials and government
agencies.

T Objective 3.09: Describe the services provided by state and local government agencies and how funding is provided.

1 Objective 4.03: Analyze information on political issues and candidates seeking political office.

Essential Questions

9 Which elected offices comprise the Council of State?

9 What are the roles and responsibilities of each member of the Council of State?

9 In what ways do the actions of the Council of State members impact North Carolina’s citizens?

Materials

1 Warm up graphic organizer, attached

9 Vote. North Carolina-North Carolina’s Council of State, handout attached

9 NC Council of State-Enlarged Resumes, assignment sheet attached

9 Internet access (if access to the Internet is unavailable, teachers will need to provide campaign literature or printed
handouts on each candidate for the 9 Gouncil of State positions)

9 North Carolina’s Council of State Candidates, worksheet attached

9 Chart paper or poster board

Duration
9 30 min. for lesson and activity description
9 Additional time for resume completion, resume reviewing, and class election

Procedure
Council of WHO?

1. As a warm up, project the attached graphic organizer and ask students what they already know regarding North
Carolina’s Gouncil of State. (If projecting with an overhead, use overhead markers to write student comments on the
graphic organizer.) Encourage students to make any connections they can:

9 Do any of these Gouncil positions sound familiar to you? (most students should at least recognize the
Superintendent of Public Instruction)

9 Do you have any thoughts or guesses regarding what responsibilities are associated with any of these Council
members?

9 If you had to guess which of these Council members has the most impact on you, who would you pick and
why?

2. Tell students that they are going to be learning about North Carolina’s Council of State and pass out the attached Vote.
North Carolina-North Carolina’s Council of State. Either individually or in partners, have students read the handout.
Afterwards, discuss:
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Of all the Council of State members, which do you now believe has the greatest impact on you and why? Did
your answer change or remain the same from the warm-up?

Which member of the Gouncil of State do you think has the most important job and why?

Which member would you imagine has the most difficult job and why?

Why do you think so many of us did not know very much about the Council of State? Do you think most North
Carolinians (young and old) are aware of the Council of State, who comprises the Council of State, and what
their responsibilities are? Why or why not?

T We've determined that many citizens are fairly unfamiliar with the Council of State, yet these are positions
that we elect every four years! What is dangerous about this lack of knowledge regarding elected offices?
How do you think voters are deciding who to elect?

9 What qualifications do you imagine one needs to serve on the Council of State in one of these positions?
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Please Submit a Resume...

3. Tell students that they will be further exploring each of the 9 offices of North Carolina’s Council of State, as well as the
North Carolinians who are running to fill these offices. Pass out the attached NC Council of State-Enlarged Resumes
assignment and go over the requirements with students. Teachers should determine whether to have students
complete this individually or in partners then go over the assignment details. Either through assignment or student
self-selection, ensure each of the candidates for all Council of State offices is covered by a student/pair at least once
(depending on how large your classroom is, some Gouncil of State contenders may be repeated, which is fine).

Let students know when the due date is for their enlarged resumes and explain that on this date, they will be posting
their candidate’s resume somewhere in the room for the rest of class to circulate and review. The class will be using
these resumes to determine the most qualified candidate for each of the 9 Council of State positions. Students will
then hold a class election, voting on each of the 9 Council of State offices.

4. On the due date, ensure students working on the candidates for the same Council of State office (and in some cases
perhaps the same candidate) post their enlarged resumes together. Give each student the attached North Carolina’s
Council of State Candidates chart and instruct them to circulate around the room and review each resume. Students
should fill out the chart with the information they learn. Once students have reviewed all of the resumes, have them
decide who they would prefer to serve in each Council position. Finally, hold a class election in which students vote
for their choices for Council of State.

Additional Activities

1 Before holding the class election, have students assume the character of the Council of State candidate they completed
a resume for and give a speech to the class as to why they should be elected to office.

9 Have students create a voter's guide in pamphlet or poster form to educate North Carolina citizens about the Council
of State offices and candidates they have in November.

9 Have students read about a recent situation involving the Gouncil of State, such as their decision regarding North
Carolina’s death penalty: hitp./www.newsobserver.com/102/story/540546.html

Multiple Intelligences Addressed
Linguistic

Logical-mathematical

Visual-Jj
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