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VOTE 2008:
Voter Overview
Overview
Students will learn about voting in North Carolina, from the state and county boards of elections to the logistics of how to
cast a vote. Students will also explore the importance of voting and the reasons for voter apathy. This lesson will
culminate with students creating a commercial to encourage North Carolina citizens to register to vote.

Standard Course of Study for 8" Grade SS
9 Objective 8.03: Describe the impact of state and national issues on the political climate of North Carolina.
9 Objective 9.03: Describe opportunities for and benefits of civic participation.

North Carolina Standard Course of Study for Civics and Economics

M Objective 10.01: Explain the distinction between personal and civic responsibilities and the tensions that may arise
between them.

T  Objective 10.04: Demonstrate characteristics of effective citizenship.

T Objective 10.05: Describe examples of recurring public problems and issues.

Essential Questions

Why is it important to vote?

What offices will North Carolina vote on in the 2008 election?

What criteria do you have to meet to be able to vote?

Why do you think many Americans have chosen not to register and/or vote in past elections?
What can our community do to encourage citizens to register and vote?
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Materials

9 Vote. North Carolina, handout attached

9 Create a Get Registered Commercial, activity description attached
9 Just One Vote, teacher reference document attached

Duration
60 min.

Procedure
Why Do We Vote?

1. As a warm up, present a fictional divisive issue to students as if it is actually happening and have them brainstorm
ways to solve the issue. The situation presented should lead students to determine that the best way to solve it is
through voting. For example, teachers might present one of the following scenarios to students:

9 The cafeteria is going to allow one outside food vendor (i.e. Pizza Hut, McDonalds, Chick-fil-A, etc.) to sell food
items during lunch. The problem is that they have to determine how to decide which vendor to choose. How do
you think we should decide?

9 The administration is already beginning to consider prom this year. We have the option of having a live band or a
DJ. How do you think it should be decided which to choose?

9 The School Board is thinking about changing our daily school hours. They are considering leaving our schedule as
it is, having us go to school from 9 AM-5 PM, or having us go to school from 6:30 AM — 2:00 PM. How do you think
the School Board should decide what to do?

2. Asthe class discusses your chosen scenario, hopefully a student will determine that the best way to decide what to do
is through a vote. Once this idea is presented, focus students on the concept of voting by discussion:

T Why do you think voting is a good way to decide this issue?

9 If you feel that voting is a way for you to let your voice be heard, how are you going to feel if the decision is made
without a vote being offered to you? (For example, what if our principal makes the decision on his/her own?)

9 Who should be allowed to vote on this issue and why? Since this decision will directly impact you, do you think we
should have certain qualifications someone has to meet before they can vote? Explain. (i.e. only seniors, only
parents, only people who fully understand the situation, etc.)

9 What happens if not everyone votes? Will the results be fair?
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T Will you be willing to accept the results even if they reflect an opinion on the issue different than your own?

Explain.

VOTE 2008

Finally, tell students that the issue you posed isn’t actually being considered, but that you do want students to
continue exploring the concept of voting. Ask students to share all of the situations they can think of in which people
vote and list these on the board. Try to develop a list that includes all of the various offices that are voted on (within
school, locally, statewide, and nationally.) Once students have compiled a substantial class list, circle the local, state,
and national offices that will be voted on in November 2008 to focus the conversation (everyone eligible to vote in
North Carolina will vote for the following offices: President, US Senator, US Representative, Governor, 9 Gouncil of
State offices, NG Senator, NC Representative, NG appellate court judges, and county commissioners. Voters living in
some districts may be voting for NG trial court judges, register of deeds, and school board, among other offices)
Discuss:
9 Who can vote for these various offices? (i.e. County Commissioner, Governor, President, etc.)
9 What criteria do you have to meet to be able to vote?

Provide students with a copy of Vote. North Carolina, to read (this can be done as individuals or in partners). The
handout provides an overview of the NG Board of Elections and voter registration in North Carolina (this may be
provided in your local newspaper’s NIE section; a copy of the handout is also attached). Teachers can post these
questions for students to answer on paper as they read, or these can be discussed as a class after students read:

9 According to the first paragraph of the handout, only three of the five members of the NC State Board of Elections
may be of any one political party, and only two of the three members of a county board may be of the same
political party. Why do you think the boards are organized in this way?

9 Under the "Help Wanted” box, there are three stars summarizing federal laws regarding voting. Summarize these
laws. Why do you think there are laws addressing denial of voting?

9 Review the state eligibility requirements for voting in North Carolina. Are there any requirements set by law that
you would change? Explain.

9 Do you feel that 18 is an appropriate age to allow someone to vote, or should the age be different? Explain.

9 If you have been convicted of a felony, are you ever able to vote again? Explain. Do you agree with this law? Why
or why not?

T According to the reading, where can you register to vote?

9 Given registering to vote simply involves filling out a form and mailing it in, why do you think so many North

Carolinians do not register?
9 Why do you think North Garolina provides the opportunity to vote early?

Have students brainstorm all of the reasons why a person should vote. Once a substantial list has been compiled,

discuss:

T  We have noted here many great reasons for why a person should vote. Yet, does anyone know what the average
voter turnout across the US was for the 2004 Presidential election? (After students have made their predictions,
share that 59.6% of eligible voters
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