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Overview
Students will learn about the responsibilities of police officers and consider what characteristics are required to be a good
police officer by participating in role plays and interacting with a visiting officer of the law. This activity will enable
students to explore and dispel stereotypes about police, as well as learn appropriate ways to deal with conflict, advocate
for their rights, and be responsible citizens.

Grade
8

Course
North Carolina: Creation and Development of the State

North Carolina Standard Course of Study
T Objective 9.00: The learner will explore examples of and opportunities for active citizenship, past and present, at
the local and state levels.
1 Objective 9.01: Describe contemporary political, economic, and social issues at the state and local levels and
evaluate their impact on the community.
T Objective 9.03: Describe opportunities for and benefits of civic participation

Essential Questions
9 What are the roles and responsibilities of police officers and school resource officers, and how to they impact our
community?
9 What are the responsibilities of a law abiding citizen?
T In what ways can we advocate for our rights in a positive, effective manner?
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How do local law enforcement professionals interpret and apply the law in fast-paced, potentially dangerous
situations?

Materials

ePolice Call Scenarios

ePolice officer(s) or SRO (s) to serve as a resource person during the lesson*
* Contact a Police Officer, SRO, etc. 2-4 weeks in advance of this lesson to explain the activity and to ask for assistance
in coaching students who will play police officers in role plays and offer expertise on legal issues during the debriefing (it
Is important this person does not come to give a “speech”, but rather is prepared to engage with the students as they
work on, present, and afterwards discuss the role plays). After making an initial contact, follow up with an e-mail
including the date, time, location, parking arrangements, school procedures for guests, and a complete set of materials
for the activity. It is highly recommended to invite a resource person with legal knowledge to your classroom when doing

this activity, not only provide valued assistance, but also to give your students a chance to interact with and learn from a
law officer.

Duration
1 block period

Procedure:

1. Warm Up: Ask students, “What characteristics should a good police officer have?” Allow time for students to
brainstorm and jot down responses. Then lead a class discussion, posting all student responses on chart paper.

2. Once students have created a substantial list, give each students three stickers. Instruct them to take a few moments
to review the list of characteristics they have created and to individually determine which three characteristics they
feel are most important. Tell students that once they have decided, they may vote by placing their sticker beside their
choices. (If a student feels strongly about one particular characteristic, they may place more than one of their
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stickers beside the same word.) Once all students have placed their stickers, discuss which characteristics were
voted most important.

Explain to students that they will be exploring the role of police officers and/or SRO’s in their community, as well as
the characteristics that make a good officer, by participating in an acting activity.

Introduce the police officer(s) to the class and allow him/her to say a little about his/her work, and then respond to the
list of characteristics of a good police officer.

Organize students into groups, ideally of six or seven (you can adjust group size and rolls according to your number of
participants).

Explain to students that their group will receive a scenario that they must act out. As you hand out the scenarios,
select two students from each group to play the role of police officers. Those two students will receive a copy of the
same scenario, but will not take part in creating the scene. Instead, students from all groups assigned the roll of
police will work with the visiting police officer(s), who will explain basic police procedure, and help prepare the
student officers on how to deal with the scenario presented to them.

The teacher/facilitator should monitor the other groups who are developing the scenes. Allow for around 10 minutes
for scene development.

Once all groups are prepared, review your expectations for being a respectful audience member and participant.

Hand out the attached response worksheet and instruct students to take notes as they watch the scene. Explain that
each group will present their scenario. When the “911 Caller” line is spoken, the two student police officers will enter
the scene and try to resolve the situation. At this point, students improvise their responses. Remind students that the
goal is not to be humorous; the goal is to try and play their parts in a realistic interpretation.

As groups present and the student police officers enter the scene, other groups along with the visiting police officer(s)
will observe. Once the student police have entered the scene and are acting out their response to the call, the visiting
officer can call “Freeze” at any time to stop the scene and provide feedback, coaching, and suggestions.

After each role play, thank the actors by clapping, and allow the class to discuss, with the officer’s input, questions

such as:

9 How typical was this situation? Did this seem realistic?

9 Characterize the behavior of the citizens in this scene. Were they being responsible, positive community
members? Explain.

9 We began class speaking of characteristics that make a good police officer. Did the police in this scene represent

those characteristics?

To the actors playing the citizens and police: Why did you make the choices you made?

To the audience: Do you agree with the choices made by the citizens and the police in this scene? Explain.

If you personally were in this situation (as a citizen and/or a police officer) how would you have handled

the situation differently?

9 Was this a crime call or a service call? Were any laws broken at any point?

T Would anyone have been arrested if this really happened and why?

9 What other choices might the citizens in the scene have made (discuss positive choices and negative choices) and
what might the consequences have been?

*Remind students to fill out their chart, noting important vocabulary that they should write down.
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After all groups have role played and discussed their situations, consider the following questions with the group:
9 How did it feel to play the role of the citizens/police officers?

9 What have you learned about police work? What role do police serve in our school and community?

9 What do you think might be the hardest part of police work?
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