
Conflicts of Interest (G.S. 14-234)

Is there a contract between the local unit and 
the officer or employee (or spouse)?

Does the officer or employee (or spouse) 
derive a direct benefit* from the contract?

Is the officer or employee involved in 
making* or administering* the contract?

Does an exception* apply?

No conflict under G.S. 14-234.  Officer may 
not vote on or participate in contract.

Yes

Yes

Yes

No conflict under 14-234.

Did the officer or employee try to 
influence (or receive a reward for 

influencing) the award of the contract?

No

Conflict! Contract void. 
Misdemeanor to violator.

Yes

No

No conflict under 14-234.No

Yes

No

No

*  Refer to G.S. 14-234 for definitions of “direct benefit,” 
“making a contract,” and “administering a contract,”
and for a list of exceptions.


