Information about

Juvenile Certification for District Court Judges

Juvenile Certification Training for district court judges is based on G.S. 7A-147(c), which reads: 


(c) The policy of the State is to encourage specialization in juvenile cases by district court judges who are qualified by training and temperament to be effective in relating to youth and in the use of appropriate community resources to meet their needs. The Administrative Office of the Courts is therefore authorized to encourage judges who hear juvenile cases to secure appropriate training whether or not they were elected to a specialized judgeship as provided herein. Such training shall be provided within the funds available to the Administrative Office of the Courts for such training, and judges attending such training shall be reimbursed for travel and subsistence expenses at the same rate as is applicable to other State employees. 


The Administrative Office of the Courts shall develop a plan whereby a district court judge may be better qualified to hear juvenile cases by reason of training, experience, and demonstrated ability. Any district court judge who completes the training under this plan shall receive a certificate to this effect from the Administrative Office of the Courts. In districts where there is a district court judge who has completed this training as herein provided, the chief district judge shall give due consideration in the assignment of such cases where practical and feasible. 

CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

Certification requires that a district court judge:

1. has completed the core curriculum approved by the Administrative Office of the Courts. 
The core curriculum consists of the following four courses offered through the North Carolina Judicial College at the UNC School of Government:

· Child Development

· Substance Abuse

· Child Abuse, Neglect, Dependency, and Termination of Parental Rights

· Delinquency
 
The courses need not be completed in any particular order.

and

2. within twelve months after completing the core curriculum, has presided in at least 100 juvenile hearings (adjudication or disposition hearings including termination of parental rights or other contested matters) or fifty percent (50%) of the juvenile hearings in the district, as evidenced by a statement to that effect from the Chief District Court Judge.

Certification is administered by the Administrative Office of the Courts. All inquiries regarding certification should be directed to Dawn Turnley at the AOC (919) 831-5972, or dawn.turnley@nccourts.org. 

STATEMENT OF JUVENILE HEARINGS CONDUCTED

JUVENILE JUDGE CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

This is to certify that within the twelve months since completion of Juvenile Judge Certification Training, Judge ______________________________ has presided in at least one hundred (100) juvenile hearings or fifty percent (50%) of the juvenile hearings in the ___________ District Court District.

______________________



____________________________________


Date







Chief District Court Judge

Please Return to:

Dawn Turnley

Administrative Office of the Courts

P.O. Box 2448

Raleigh, NC 27602

(919) 831-5972 

