Errata Sheet for Suggested Rules of Procedure for Small Local Government Boards

Public Comment Periods Required at Meetings of City Councils, Boards of County
Commissioners, and School Boards

The 2005 General Assembly enacted S.L. 2005-170 (H 635), effective July 11, 2005, which mandates
that city councils, boards of county commissioners, and boards of education provide at least one period
for public comment per month at a regular meeting of the board. The history of the act, as well as case
law on citizen comment periods as "limited public forums" under the First Amendment, both suggest that
the board probably must allow comment on any subject that is within the jurisdiction of the local
government. A board need not provide a public comment period if no regular meeting is held during the
month.

The act allows boards to adopt reasonable regulations governing the conduct of the public comment
period, including but not limited to rules setting time limits for speakers, and providing for (1) the
designation of spokesmen for groups supporting or opposing the same position, (2) the selection of
delegates from groups with the same position when the meeting hall's capacity is exceeded, and (3) the
maintenance of order and decorum in the conduct of the hearing. This authorization of regulations is
taken almost verbatim from the statutes governing the conduct of public hearings by counties and
municipalities, respectively (G.S. 153A-52 and G.S. 160A-81).
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