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June 2022 Supplement to 
North Carolina Pattern Jury Instructions for Motor Vehicle Negligence Cases 

 
This supplement contains a new table of contents for the motor vehicle instructions, 
replacement instructions for motor vehicle cases, and a new motor vehicle index. Place the 
instructions in the book in the proper numerical sequence. Old instructions with the same 
number should be discarded. 
 
Interim Instructions. As the Pattern Jury Instructions Committee considers new or 
updated instructions, it posts Interim Instructions that are too important to wait until June 
to distribute as part of the annual hard copy supplements to the School of Government 
Website at sog.unc.edu/programs/ncpji. You may check the site periodically for these 
instructions or join the Pattern Jury Interim Instructions Listserv to receive notification when 
instructions are posted to the website. Visit the following link to join the Listserv: 
http://lists.unc.edu/read/all_forums/subscribe?name=ncpjii. 
 

This supplement contains the following replacements for existing instructions: 

 102.15 Negligence Issue—Doctrine of Sudden Emergency. 

 102.16 Negligence Issue—Sudden Emergency Exception to Negligence Per Se. 

 211.10 Motorist's Duty Toward Pedestrian—Crosswalk or Intersection. 
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101.42 Requests for Admission. (1/88) 
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101.45 Circumstantial Evidence. (10/85) 
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101.60 Issues. (3/94) 
101.62 Presumptions. (4/84) 
101.65 Peremptory Instruction. (8/82) 

Chapter 2.  Negligence Issue. 
102.10 Negligence Issue--Burden of Proof. (5/94) 
102.10A Negligence Issue—Stipuiation of Negligence. (5/09) 
102.11 Negligence Issue--Definition of Common Law Negligence. (6/2018) 
102.12 Negligence Issue--Definition of Negligence in and of Itself (Negligence 

Per Se). (5/94) 
102.13 Negligence of Minor Between Seven and Fourteen Years of Age. 

(6/2018) 
102.13A Negligence of a Minor Between Fourteen and Sixteen Years of Age. 

(5/94) 
102.14 Negligence Issue--No Duty to Anticipate Negligence of Others. (5/94) 
102.15 Negligence Issue--Doctrine of Sudden Emergency. (2/22) 
102.16 Negligence Issue--Sudden Emergency Exception to Negligence Per Se. 
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102.20 Proximate Cause--Peculiar Susceptibility. (4/98) 
102.21 “No Contact” Rule. (5/73) 
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102.65 Insulating/Intervening Negligence. (6/20) 
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Abetting Sale or Furnishing. (1/94) 
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102.83 Common Law Liability for Providing Imparing Substance to Person Expected to 
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102.84 Negligence--Infliction of Severe Emotional Distress. (6/18) 
102.85 Willful or Wanton Conduct Issue (“Gross Negligence”). (5/97) 
102.86 Willful or Wanton Conduct Issue (“Gross Negligence”)--Used to Defeat 

Contributory Negligence. (12/03) 
102.87 Willful or Wanton Conduct Issue (“Gross Negligence”)--Defense of 

Contributory Willful or Wanton Conduct by Plaintiff. (3/94) 
102.90 Negligence Issue--Joint Conduct--Multiple Tortfeasors. (3/94) 
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102.95 Intentional or Reckless Infliction of Severe Emotional Distress. (5/91) 
102.97 Action for Loss of Consortium. (5/00) 
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103.15 Independent Contractor. (5/92) 
103.25 Agency—Lent--Servant Doctrine. (10/85) 
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Vehicle Laws. (11/79) 
104.25 Contributory Negligence of Minor Between Seven and Fourteen Years 

of Age. (6/2018) 
104.30 Contributory Negligence--No Duty to Anticipate Negligence of Others. 
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104.35 Contentions of Contributory Negligence. (3/94) 
104.40 Contributory Negligence--Doctrine of Sudden Emergency. (5/08) 
104.50 Final Mandate--Contributory Negligence Issue. (3/94) 

Chapter 5.  Last Clear Chance. 
105.15 Last Clear Chance--Burden of Proof; Definition; Final Mandate. (5/20) 

Chapter 6. Damage Claims by Plaintiffs. 
106&109 Series Reorganization Notice--Damages. (5/00) 
106.00 Personal Injury Damages--Issue and Burden of Proof. (5/04) 
106.02 Personal Injury Damages--In General. (5/00) 
106.04 Personal Injury Damages--Medical Expenses. (6/13) 
106.06 Personal Injury Damages--Loss of Earnings. (5/00) 
106.08 Personal Injury Damages--Pain & Suffering. (5/06) 
106.10 Personal Injury Damages--Scarring or Disfigurement. (1/05) 
106.12 Personal Injury Damages--Loss (of Use) of Part of the Body. (12/04) 
106.14 Personal Injury Damages--Permanent Injury. (6/2015) 
106.16 Personal Injury Damages--Future Worth in Present Value. (5/00) 
106.18 Personal Injury Damages--Set Off/Deduction of Workers’ 

Compensation Award. (5/00) 
106.19 Personal Injury Damages--Jury to Consider Only Matters in Evidence. 

(4/00) 
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106.20 Personal Injury Damages--Final Mandate (Regular). (5/00) 
106.22 Personal Injury Damages--Final Mandate (Per Diem Argument by 

Counsel). (5/00) 
106.24 Personal Injury Damages--Defense of Mitigation. (6/14) 
106.26 Loss of Future Earning Capacity Where the Plaintiff has no Employment 

of Past Employment at the Time of the Accident. (Delete Sheet). 
(4/00) 

106.30 Personal Injury Damages--Loss of Consortium. (4/00) 
106.32 Personal Injury Damages--Parent’s Claim for Negligent Injury to Minor 

Child. (4/00) 
106.40 Wrongful Death Damages. (4/00) 
106.41 Wrongful Death Damages--Set Off/Deduction of Workers’ 

Compensation Award. (5/00) 
106.42 Wrongful Death Damages--In General. (1/00) 
106.44 Wrongful Death Damages--Medical Expenses. (6/13) 
106.46 Wrongful Death Damages--Pain and Suffering. (1/00) 
106.48 Wrongful Death Damages--Funeral Expenses. (6/13) 
106.50 Wrongful Death Damages--Present Monetary Value of Deceased to 

Next-of-Kin. (1/00) 
106.54 Wrongful Death Damages--Final Mandate (Regular). (1/00) 
106.56 Wrongful Death Damages--Final Mandate (Per Diem Argument by 

Counsel). (1/00) 
106.60 Property Damages--Issue and Burden of Proof. (4/17) 
106.62 Property Damages--Diminution in Market Value. (5/00) 
106.64 Property Damages No Market Value--Cost of Replacement or Repair. 

(5/00) 
106.66 Property Damages--No Market Value, Repair or Replacement--

Recovery of Intrinsic Actual Value. (5/00) 
106.67 Damages for Loss of Use of Vehicle--Measure of Damages; Final 

Mandate. (5/17) 
106.68 Property Damages--Final Mandate. (5/00) 
106.90 Punitive Damages--Issue of Existence of Outrageous or Aggravated 

Conduct. (5/96) 
106.91 Punitive Damages--Issue of Existence of Malicious, Willful or Wanton, 

or Grossly Negligent Conduct--Wrongful Death Cases. (5/97) 
106.92 Punitive Damages--Insurance Company’s Bad Faith Refusal to Settle a 

Claim. (5/96) 
106.93 Punitive Damages--Issue of Whether to Make Award and Amount. 

(5/96) 
106.94 Punitive Damages--Issue of Whether to Make Award and Amount. 

(Special Cases). (5/96) 
106.96 Punitive Damages--Liability of Defendant. (8/04) 
106.98 Punitive Damages--Issue of Whether to Make Award and Amount. 

(5/96) 

Chapter 7.  Consolidated with Chapter 6. (5/00) 

Chapter 8.  Consolidated with Chapter 6. (5/00) 

Chapter 9.  Plaintiff’s Negligence. 
108.10 Issue of Plaintiff’s Negligence (Counterclaim)--Burden of Proof; 

Definition; Contentions of Negligence. (6/93) 
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108.50 Final Mandate--Issue of Plaintiff’s Negligence (Counterclaim). (6/93) 
108.75 Negligence of Third Party Tort Feasor--Contribution. (1/87) 

Chapter 10. Damage Claims by Defendants. 
109.00 Defendant’s Personal Injury Damages (Counterclaim)--Issue and 

Burden of Proof. (5/00) 
109.02 Defendant’s Personal Injury Damages (Counterclaim)--In General. 

(5/00) 
109.19 Defendant’s Personal Injury Damages (Counterclaim)--Jury to 

Consider Only Matters in Evidence. (4/00) 
109.20 Defendant’s Personal Injury Damages (Counterclaim)--Final Mandate 

(Regular). (5/00) 
109.22 Defendant’s Personal Injury Damages (Counterclaim)--Final Mandate 

(Per Diem Argument by Counsel). (5/00) 
109.60 Defendant’s Property Damages (Counterclaim)--Issue and Burden of 

Proof. (5/00) 
109.62 Defendant’s Property Damages (Counterclaim)--Diminution in Market 

Value. (5/00) 
109.64 Defendant’s Property Damages (Counterclaim)--No Market Value--Cost 

of Replacement of Repair. (5/00) 
109.66 Defendant’s Property Damages (Counterclaim)--No Market Value, 

Repair or Replacement--Recovery of Intrinsic Actual Value. (5/00) 
109.67 Defendant’s Property Damages-- Loss of Use of Vehicle. (5/00) 
109.68 Defendant’s Property Damages (Counterclaim)--Final Mandate. (5/00) 

Chapter 11.  Consolidated with Chapter 10. (5/00) 

Chapter 12.  Summary Instructions. 
150.10 Jury Should Consider All Contentions. (3/94) 
150.12 Jury Should Render Verdict Based on Fact, Not Consequences. (3/94) 
150.20 The Court Has No Opinion. (3/94) 
150.30 Verdict Must Be Unanimous. (3/94) 
150.40 Selection of Foreperson. (3/94) 
150.45 Concluding Instructions--When to Begin Deliberations, Charge 

Conference. (3/94) 
150.50 Failure of Jury to Reach Verdict. (10/80) 
150.60 Discharging the Jury. (5/88) 
 

PART II  SPECIFIC ACTS OF NEGLIGENCE. 

Chapter 1.  Lookout and Control. 
201.20 Reasonable Lookout. (6/93) 
201.30 Proper Control. (6/93) 
201.31 Proper Control--Skidding Vehicles 2/89) 

Chapter 2.  Speed Restrictions. 
202.10 Speed Restrictions—Reasonable and Prudent (5/09) 
202.15 Speed Restrictions--Speed Zones. (3/94) 
202.20A Speed Restrictions--Failure to Reduce Speed. (5/88) 
202.40 Speed Restrictions—School and School Activity Buses. (6/10) 
202.60 Speed Limitations on Bridges, Causeways and Viaducts. (5/88) 
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202.80 Speed Limit Not Applicable--Emergency Vehicles. (11/96) 
202.81 Speed Limit Not Applicable--Emergency Vehicles--Willful or Wanton 

Conduct--(“Gross Negligence”). (12/03) 
202.85 Driving Too Slowly--No Prescribed Minimum Speed. (5/88) 
202.90 Driving Too Slowly--Prescribed Minimum Speeds. (5/88) 

Chapter 3.  Right-of-Way; Railroad Crossings. 
203.05 Right-of-Way--Traffic Circle. (4/89) 
203.06 Right-of-Way--Vehicles Approaching Intersection at Approximately the 

Same Time. (4/89) 
203.07 Right-of-Way--One Vehicle Intending to Turn Left at Intersection. 

(6/89) 
203.08 Right-of-Way--One Vehicle Intending to Turn Left at Alley, Private 

Road or Driveway. (6/89) 
203.10 Stop Sign Violation. (5/06) 
203.15 Stop Sign Violation--Duty of Driver on Starting from Stopped Position. 

(6/89) 
203.20 Stop Sign Violation--Duty of Driver on Dominant Highway. (6/89) 
203.25 Right-of-Way of Operator on Servient Street When Entering 

Intersection After Stopping. (6/89) 
203.28 Yield Right-of-Way Signs. (6/89) 
203.29 Entering Highway from Private Road or Drive. (6/89) 
203.30 Vehicle Control Signals at Intersections. (5/08) 
203.31 Signal Lights other than at Intersections. (5/08) 
203.50 Railway Crossings--Stop Sign. (6/89) 
203.51 Railroad Warning Signals Must Be Obeyed. (6/89) 
203.55 Railroad Crossings--Buses and Trucks. (6/89) 
203.56 Railroad Crossing--Railroad’s Duty of Care--Duty to Keep Lookout; 

Duty to Give Warning. (4/90) 
203.57 Railroad Crossing--Railroad’s Duty of Care--Duty to Provide Special 

Warning at Extra Hazardous Crossings. (4/90) 
203.57A Railroad Crossing--Railroad’s Duty of Care--Duty of Railroad to 

Operate and Maintain Existing Crossing Signals. (5/90) 
203.58 Railroad Crossing--Railroad’s Duty of Care--Duty to Maintain 

Crossings. (5/90) 
203.58A Railroad Crossing--Railroad’s Duty of Care--Duty of Railroad as to 

Obstructions. (5/90) 
203.59 Operator’s Duty of Care at Railroad Crossings. (5/90) 

Chapter 4.  Stopping on Highway. 
203.60 Stopping on Shoulder of Highway. (6/11) 
203.60A Stopping on Shoulder of Highway. (6/11) 
203.65 Stopping on Highway or Bridge. (6/11) 
203.65A Stopping on Highway or Bridge, Posted Speed Limit Less Than 45 Miles 

Per Hour. (6/11) 
203.65B Stopping on Highway or Bridge, Posted Speed Limit Greater Than 45 

Miles Per Hour. (6/11) 
203.66 Stopping on Highway--Disabled Trucks, Truck Trailers or Semitrailers. 

(2/89) 
203.70 Parking on Highways--Lighting Required. (2/89) 
203.71 Night Parking on Highways--Bright Lights Prohibited. (2/89) 
203.75 Motor Vehicles Left Unattended--Setting Parking Brakes, Etc. (4/89) 
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Chapter 5.  Proper Lane. 
204.09 Duty to Drive In Proper Lane. (12/88) 
204.10 Duty to Drive on Right Side--Four or More Lanes. (2/89) 
204.15 General Duty to Drive on Right Side and Exceptions. (2/89) 
204.17 Duty to Keep to the Right in Crossing Intersections or Railroads. 

(3/89) 
204.20 Duty to Drive in Right Lane at Slow Speeds. (2/89) 
204.25 DELETE SHEET–Driving to the Left of Center on Hillcrest or Curve. 

(6/07) 
204.51 Operation of Motorcycles--Driving More Than Two Abreast. (2/89) 
204.52 Operation of Motorcycles--Entitlement to Full Use of a Lane. (2/89) 
204.80 One-Way Traffic. (2/89) 

Chapter 6.  Following and Passing. 
205.10 Meeting of Vehicles. (6/89) 
205.30 Following Too Closely. (2/89) 
205.32 Following Too Closely--Overtaking Vehicle. (2/89) 
205.50 Overtaking and Passing on Two-Lane Highway. (2/20) 
205.51 DELETE SHEET–Overtaking and Passing When Prohibited by Signs, 

Marks, or Markers. (6/07) 
205.55 Driver to Give Way to Overtaking Vehicle. (2/89) 
205.60 Passing on Right Prohibited; Exceptions. (2/89) 
205.65 Common Law Duty to Sound Horn in Passing. (2/89) 
205.70 Passing Horses or Other Draft Animals. (2/89) 
205.80 Duty to Dim Headlights. (2/89) 

Chapter 7.  Backing Vehicle and Turn Signals. 
205.90 Backing of Vehicles. (2/89) 
206.10 Signal on Starting, Stopping or Turning--Another Vehicle Affected. 

(2/89) 

Chapter 8.  Reckless Driving and Driving While Impaired. 
207.10 Reckless Driving. (4/89) 
208.10 Driving While Impaired. (5/09) 

Chapter 9.  Turning. 
209.10 Turning--Right Turn. (4/89) 
209.15 Turning at Intersection--Left Turn. (4/89) 
209.20 Turning at Intersection--Controlled by Buttons, Markers, or Other 

Direction Signs. (4/89) 

Chapter 10.  Emergency Vehicles. 
210.10 Right-of-Way of Emergency Vehicles--Duty of Driver of Emergency 

Vehicle. (4/89) 
210.15 Emergency Vehicles--Duty of Driver of Non-Emergency Vehicle. (6/07) 
210.25 Emergency Vehicles--Interference with Fire Equipment (6/07) 
210.30 Emergency Vehicles--Chasing Firetrucks (Inside City Limits). (6/07) 
210.31 Emergency Vehicles--Chasing Firetrucks (Outside City Limits). (6/07) 
210.35 Emergency Vehicles--Interference With Fire Equipment. (4/89) 
210.40 Emergency Vehicles--Parking Within 100 Feet of Emergency Vehicle. 

(6/07) 
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210.41 Emergency Vehicles--Approaching Parked or Standing Authorized 

Emergency Vehicles (effective before July 1, 2006). (6/07) 
210.42 Emergency Vehicles--Approaching Parked or Standing Authorized 

Emergency Vehicles or Public Service Vehicle (effective July 1, 2006). 
(6/13) 

Chapter 11.  Pedestrians. 
211.01 Motorist’s Duty Toward Pedestrian--Intersection or Other Appropriate 

Place With Special Pedestrian Control Signals. (4/89) 
211.10 Motorists’s Duty Toward Pedestrian--Crosswalk or Intersection. (2/22) 
211.20 Duty of Following Motorist When Vehicle Has Stopped for Pedestrian. 

(4/89) 
211.30 Pedestrian--Crossing At Intersection or Other Appropriate Place With 

Special Pedestrian Control Signals. (6/89) 
211.35 Pedestrian--Crossing At Intersection With Vehicular Traffic Control 

Signals. (6/89) 
211.36 Pedestrian--Crossing At Places With Vehicular Traffic Control Signals 

Other Than at Intersections. (6/89) 
211.40 Pedestrian--Crossing at Other Than Crosswalks. (6/89) 
211.40A Motorist’s Duty toward Pedestrian--Crossing at Other Than Crosswalks. 

(5/20) 
211.45 Pedestrian Duty to Walk to Left of Highway and Yield Right-of-Way. 

(6/89) 
211.45A Motorist’s Duty to Pedestrian--Walking on Highway. (6/89) 
211.46 Motorist’s Duty Toward Pedestrian--Turning at Intersection with 

Vehicular Traffic Control Signals. (5/08) 
211.50 Pedestrian--Standing, Sitting or Lying Upon Highway. (6/89) 
211.55 Hitchhiker--Pedestrians Soliciting Rides. (6/89) 
211.56 Pedestrians--Standing or Loitering on Highways; Soliciting 

Employment, Business or Contributions. (6/89) 
211.70 Right-of-Way of Blind Pedestrians With White Canes or Guide Dogs. 

(6/89) 
211.75 Pedestrians--Duty of Lookout--Pedestrians With Right-of-Way. (6/89) 
211.76 Pedestrians--Duty of Lookout--Pedestrians Without Right-of-Way. 

(6/89) 
211.80 Children (Including Those on Bicycles) on Highways and Streets. 

(6/89) 
211.82 Children—Transporting Children in Open Bed of Vehicle. (5/09) 

Chapter 12.  Speed Competition. 
213.10 Racing and Speed Competition. (5/88) 

Chapter 13.  Required Equipment. 
215.10 Required Lighting Equipment--Ordinary Motor Vehicles—Headlights 

and Taillights. (6/89) 
215.11 Required Lighting Equipment--Ordinary Motor Vehicles and 

Motorcycles--Stoplights. (6/89) 
215.15 Required Lighting Equipment--Motorcycles--Nighttime. (10/88) 
215.16 Required Lighting Equipment--Motorcycles--Daytime. (10/88) 
215.20 Required Lighting Equipment--Bicycles. (10/88) 
215.25 Flag or Light at End of Load. (6/10) 
215.30 Requirement of Safety Glass for Motor Vehicles. (6/89) 
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215.31 Windshield and Window Requirements. (2/20) 
215.35 Inside Mirrors--Most Motor Vehicles. (10/88) 
215.36 Mirrors--Pickup Trucks. (10/88) 
215.37 Mirrors--When Inside Mirror Would Be Ineffective. (10/88) 
215.38 Outside Mirrors--Most Motor Vehicles, Including Motorcycles. (10/88) 
215.40 Tires--Safety Requirements. (6/10) 
215.40A Tires—Safety Requirements. (6/10) 
215.50 Overloading or Overcrowding Motor Vehicles Prohibited. (10/88) 
215.55 Motorcycles--Overcrowding; Helmets. (10/88) 
215.60 Securing Loads--Open Flat Trucks. (4/89) 
215.65 Towed Vehicles--Attachment; Snaking. (10/88) 
215.70 Vehicle Transporting Explosives Before June 24, 1985. (10/88) 
215.71 Vehicle Transporting Explosives After June 24, 1985. (10/88) 
215.75 Steering Mechanism. (10/88) 
215.80 Brakes--Most Motor Vehicles. (10/88) 
215.81 Brakes--Motorcycles. (10/88) 
215.82 Brakes--Trucks and Tractor-Trucks. (10/88) 
215.83 Brakes--Towed Vehicles. (10/88) 

Chapter 14.  Stop at Scene of Accident. 
217.10 Duty to Stop and Render Aid at Scene of Accident. (5/09) 

Chapter 15.  School Buses. 
218.10 Stopping for School and Other Buses Transporting Children (or Senior 

Citizens). (5/06) 
218.11 Stopping for School and Other Buses Transporting Children (or Senior 

Citizens). (5/06) 
218.50 Receiving or Discharging School Bus Passengers. (6/89) 

Chapter 16.  Operating Vehicle Without License. 
220.10 Operation of Vehicle Without a Class “C” License--Under Age. (6/89) 
220.20 Knowingly Permitting One to Operate a Vehicle Without a License—

General Provision. (6/89) 
220.21 Permitting Unlicensed Minor to Drive. (6/89) 

Chapter 17.  Interstate Highway Violations. 
221.10 Controlled-Access Highway--Crossing Central Dividing Line. (4/89) 
221.15 Controlled-Access Highway--Turns. (4/89) 
221.20 Controlled-Access Highway--Driving in Improper Lane, Wrong Way. 

(4/89) 
221.25 Controlled-Access Highway--Entering and Exiting. (4/89) 
221.30 Controlled-Access Highway--Stopping on Right-of-Way. (4/89) 
221.35 Controlled-Access Highway--Failure to Yield Right-of-Way. (4/89) 

Chapter 18.  Miscellaneous Acts of Negligence. 
225.10 Location of Video Monitors and Screens in Motor Vehicles. (6/10) 
225.11 Driving While Texting. (6/13) 
225.13 Commercial Motor Vehicle—Driving While Using A Mobile Telephone Or 

Other Electronic Device. (6/13) 
225.20 Coasting Prohibited. (10/88) 
225.22 Driving Through Safety Zone. (4/89) 
225.23 Driving on Sidewalks. (4/89) 
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102.15  NEGLIGENCE ISSUE—DOCTRINE OF SUDDEN EMERGENCY.1 

Persons who, through no negligence of their own, are suddenly and 

unexpectedly confronted with imminent danger2 to themselves or to others, 

whether actual or apparent, are not required to use the same judgment that 

would be required if there were more time to make a decision.  A person's 

duty is to use that degree of care which a reasonable and prudent person 

would use under the same or similar circumstances.  If, in a moment of sudden 

emergency, a person makes a decision that a reasonable and prudent person 

would make under the same or similar circumstances, they do all that the law 

requires, even if in hindsight some different decision would have been better 

or safer.3 

 
1. The doctrine of sudden emergency is not applicable to one who by his own 

negligence has brought about or contributed to the emergency. See Hairston v. Alexander 
Tank and Equipment Co., 310 N.C. 227, 239, 311 S.E.2d 559, 568 (1984) (“The sudden 
emergency must have been brought about by some agency over which he had no control and 
not by his own negligence or wrongful conduct.”) (citing Foy v. Bremson, 286 N.C. 108, 209 
S.E.2d 439 (1974).); Bumgarner v. Southern R.R., 247 N.C. 374, 100 S.E.2d 830 (1957) 
(explaining the situation of one who attempts to rescue a person placed in peril by another's 
negligence). 

2. Consistently wet road conditions are insufficient for the sudden emergency 
exception to apply for a car accident.  Allen v. Efird, 123 N.C. App. 701, 704, 474 S.E.2d 141, 
143 (1996) (“The mere fact that defendant lost control under static conditions does not merit 
a sudden emergency instruction.”). 

3. “In North Carolina, the sudden emergency doctrine has been applied only to 
ordinary negligence claims, mostly those arising out of motor vehicle collisions, and has never 
been used in a medical negligence case.” Wiggins v. E. Carolina Health-Chowan, Inc., 234 
N.C. App. 759, 763, 760 S.E.2d 323, 325 (2014); see also McDevitt v. Stacy, 148 N.C. App. 
448, 458, 559 S.E.2d 201, 209 (2002); Ligon v. Matthew Allen Strickland, 176 N.C. App. 132, 
141, 625 S.E.2d 824, 831 (2006); Long v. Harris, 137 N.C. App. 461, 467, 528 S.E.2d 633, 
637 (2000). 
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102.16  NEGLIGENCE ISSUE—SUDDEN EMERGENCY EXCEPTION TO 
NEGLIGENCE PER SE.1  

If, in a moment of such sudden emergency, an operator uses that 

degree of care which a reasonable and prudent person would use under the 

same or similar circumstances, the operator would not be negligent even if 

violating a standard of conduct established by a safety statute.2  In other 

words, an operator's conduct which might otherwise be negligent, in and of 

itself, would not be negligent if it results from a sudden emergency3 that is 

not of the operator's own making. 

 
1. Use this instruction only after N.C.P.I.-Civil 102.15 (“Negligence Issue – Doctrine of 

Sudden Emergency”) and 102.12 (“Negligence Issue – Definition of Negligence in and of Itself 
(Negligence Per Se)) have been read to the jury. This instruction should be used whenever 
necessary to explain an apparent conflict between the doctrines of sudden emergency and 
negligence per se. 

2. Ingram v. Smoky Mountain Stages, Inc., 225 N.C. 444, 450, 35 S.E.2d 337, 341 
(1945). 

3. Consistently wet road conditions are insufficient for the sudden emergency 
exception to apply for a car accident. Allen v. Efird, 123 N.C. App. 701, 704, 474 S.E.2d 141, 
143 (1996) (“The mere fact that defendant lost control under static conditions does not merit 
a sudden emergency instruction.”). 
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211.10  MOTORIST'S DUTY TOWARD PEDESTRIAN—CROSSWALK OR 
INTERSECTION.1  N.C.G.S. §§ 20-155(c) AND 20-173(a).2  

The motor vehicle law provides that when a pedestrian3 is crossing a 

roadway4 within [a marked crosswalk] [an unmarked crosswalk at an 

intersection-that is, within the area which would be included if the lines of an 

existing sidewalk5 were projected across the intersection],6 the operator of 

any vehicle on the roadway must yield the right-of-way to the pedestrian.7  

This means that the operator must slow down or, if necessary, stop, in 

order to avoid injury to the pedestrian.8  

A violation of this law is negligence within itself. 

 
1. This charge may be combined with one or more of the other instructions involving 

pedestrians. 

2. These two sections, in general, cover the same subject matter. The differences 
between them seem to be more apparent than real, as will be pointed out in the following 
footnotes. 

3. Bicyclists are not pedestrians. Barrow v. Sargent, 278 N.C. App. 164, 168, 862 
S.E.2d 688, 691 (2021) (“The ordinary meaning of pedestrian has long been understood to 
be a person traveling on foot, not a person bicycling.”) 

4. This is the term used in N.C.G.S. § 20-173(a). "Highway" is used in N.C.G.S. § 20-
155(c) but the more limited term seems to be what is really intended. The only difference 
might be as to a shoulder, if one exists. 

5. "A grassy area where a sidewalk would have been had there been one" may be a 
crosswalk. Bowen v. Gardner, 275 N.C. 363, 168 S.E.2d 47 (1969). But see Anderson v. 
Carter, 272 N.C. 426, 158 S.E.2d 607 (1968) (stating that if there is no sidewalk, there is no 
"unmarked crosswalk."). 

6. N.C.G.S. § 20-155(c) refers to "any regular pedestrian crossing included in the 
prolongation of the lateral boundary lines of the adjacent sidewalk at the end of a 
block." N.C.G.S. § 20-173(a) refers to "any unmarked crosswalk at an intersection." In 
Anderson v. Carter, supra note 5, the Court, citing 155(c), but apparently not relying on it for 
the definition, defined the 173(a) provision as meaning "that area within an intersection which 
also lies within the lateral boundaries of a sidewalk projected across the intersection." Thus, 
in this respect, identical meaning is accorded. 

7. N.C.G.S. § 20-155(c) applies only "within a business or residence district," but no 
such restriction is included in 173(a). In this respect, since 173(a) applies in any event, the 
restriction in 155(c) seems inconsequential. Further, any question as to geographical 
coverage would seldom arise, since there are few sidewalks outside such districts. 
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N.C.G.S. § 20-173(a) expressly excepts locations where traffic control signals are in 

operation. N.C.G.S. § 20-155(c) excepts "intersections where the movement of traffic is being 
regulated by traffic officers or traffic direction devices." Thus, both except traffic light 
situations, and it seems probable that 173(a) would not apply when an officer is directing 
traffic. Where there are traffic lights, see N.C.G.S. § 20-172. 

8. This sentence is based upon the explicit language of N.C.G.S. § 20-173(a). While 
that language is not duplicated in 155(c), the requirement to slow or stop seems clearly 
implicit in the express requirement that the operator yield the right-of-way. 
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DESCRIPTIVE WORD INDEX 

(All references are to N.C.P.I.--Civil (Motor Vehicle Volume) instruction numbers) 

ACCIDENT, DUTY TO STOP AND RENDER AID, 217.10 
ACT OF GOD, 102.26. 
ACTIVITY BUSES.  See SCHOOL BUSES. 
ADMISSIONS, REQUESTS FOR, 101.42. 
ADMONITION TO JUDGE ON STATING EVIDENCE AND RELATING THE LAW THERETO, 
101.00. 
AGENCY. 

Basic charge--issue; definition; burden of proof, 103.10. 
Departure from course of employment, 103.50. 
Family purpose--complete instruction, 103.75. 
Final mandate, 103.70. 
Independent contractor, 103.15. 
Lent-servant doctrine, 103.25. 
Ownership as prima facie proof of agency, 103.40. 
Registration as prima facie proof of ownership and agency, 103.45. 
Riders in vehicle--authority of agent to permit, 103.65. 
Use of agent's own vehicle, 103.60. 
Use of motor vehicle by transferee of agent, 103.61. 
Willful or intentional injury by agent, 103.55. 

ALLEN CHARGE, 150.50. 
AMBULANCES.  See EMERGENCY VEHICLES. 
ANIMALS. 

Duties of person riding or driving, 225.35. 
Passing horses or other draft animals, 205.70. 

ANTICIPATING NEGLIGENCE OF OTHERS. 
On issue of contributory negligence, 104.30. 
On issue of defendant's negligence, 102.14. 

ATTORNEY'S FEES NOT TO BE CONSIDERED BY JURY, 106.49. 
BACKING VEHICLES, 205.90. 
BICYCLES. 

Children riding on or near highway, 211.80. 
Lights required, 215.20. 

BLIND PERSON--CROSSING AT INTERSECTION, 211.70. 
BRAKES. 

Required for most motor vehicles, 215.80. 
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Required for motorcycles, 215.81. 
Required for towed vehicles, 215.83. 
Required for trucks, 215.82. 

BRIDGES--SPEED ON, 202.60. 
BURDEN OF PROOF 

Definition, 101.10. 
Clear, strong, and convincing, 101.11. 

BUSINESS OR RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT--SOUNDING HORN FOR PASSING, 205.65. 
CAMERAS IN COURTROOM, 100.15. 
CHARACTER OF A WITNESS, 101.37. 
CHARTS, 101.40. 
CHILDREN.  See MINORS. 
CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE, 101.45. 
CLEAR, STRONG, AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE, 101.11. 
COASTING PROHIBITED, 225.20. 
CONCLUDING INSTRUCTION, 150.45. 
CONCURRING NEGLIGENCE, 102.60. 
CONSORTIUM, CLAIM FOR LOSS OF  

action, 106.80. 
damages, 106.85. 

CONTENTIONS OF ATTORNEYS, 150.10. 
CONTENTIONS OF NEGLIGENCE. 

Defendant's negligence, 102.35. 
Plaintiff's contributory negligence, 104.35. 
Plaintiff's negligence (counterclaim), 108.10. 

CONTRIBUTION--NEGLIGENCE OF THIRD PARTY TORT FEASOR, 108.75. 
CONTRIBUTORY NEGLIGENCE ISSUE. 

Burden of proof, 104.10. 
Contentions of, 104.35. 
Definition of, 104.10. 
Gratuitous passenger or guest,  

Duties of, 104.20. 
Voluntarily and knowingly riding with drunk driver, 104.21. 

Minor between 7 and 14 years of age, 104.25. 
No duty to anticipate other's negligence, 104.30. 
Pedestrian's violation of motor vehicle laws, 104.24. 
Sudden emergency doctrine, 104.40. 
Willful or wanton conduct to defeat contributory negligence, 102.86. 
Willful or wanton conduct, defense of contributory willful or wanton conduct, 106.87. 

CONTROL OF VEHICLE. 
General proper control, 201.30. 
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Skidding, 201.31. 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLE—DRIVING WHILE USING MOBILE PHONE, 225.13 
COURT HAS NO OPINION, 150.20. 
CREDIBILITY OF WITNESS, 101.15. 
CURVES. 

Driving left of center, 204.25. 
Passing, 205.50 
Speed, 202.20. 

DAMAGES—MEASURE OF.  See also PERSONAL INJURY DAMAGE ISSUE AND PROPERTY 
DAMAGE ISSUE. 

Irrelevant matters not considered, 106.49. 
Loss of use of vehicle, 107.60 (plaintiff); 110.60 (defendant--counterclaim). 
Personal injury, 106.00-106.32 

Defendant’s (counterclaim), issue and burden of proof, 109.00 
Property damage, 107.40 (plaintiff); 110.40 (defendant--counterclaim). 
Punitive damages, 106.53 (existence of outrageous or aggravated conduct); 106.54 

(whether to make award and amount; (106.55) whether to make award--special 
cases). 

Worker's compensation award as set off/deduction, 106.46. 
Wrongful death, 106.75. 

DEPARTURE FROM COURSE OF EMPLOYMENT, 103.50. 
DEPOSITION. 

Evidence, 101.43. 
Testimony, 100.43. 

DISABLED VEHICLES. 
Parking on highway, 203.65. 
Parking on shoulder, 203.60 (footnote); 203.60A (footnote) 
Stopping on highway or bridge (posted speed limit less than 45 miles per hour), 

203.65A 
Stopping on highway or bridge (posted speed limit more than 45 miles per hour), 

203.65B 
Trucks--warning signals required, 203.66. 

DRAM SHOP LIABILITY. 
Common law liability for providing alcohol to person expected to drive, 102.83. 
Sale to intoxicated person, 102.81, 102.82. 
Sale to underage person, 102.70. 

Defense of aiding and abetting sale, 102.75. 
DRIVER IDENTIFICATION, 103.41. 
DRIVER'S DUTY TO PEDESTRIAN.  See PEDESTRIAN. 
DRIVING LEFT OF CENTER.  See also DRIVING ON RIGHT. 

On curves, 204.25. 
On hill crests, 204.25. 
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Passing--two-lane highway, 205.50. 
DRIVING ON RIGHT.  See also DRIVING LEFT OF CENTER. 

Four-lane highway, 204.10. 
In general, 204.15. 
Intersections, 204.17. 
Motorcycles, 204.50. 
Mountain highway, 225.30. 
Passing on right, 205.60. 
Railroad crossings, 204.17. 
Slow speed, 204.20. 

DRIVING WHILE IMPAIRED, 208.10. 
DYNAMITE CHARGE, 150.50. 
EMERGENCY, SUDDEN, 102.40 (defendant's negligence); 104.40 (contributory negligence). 
EMERGENCY, SUDDEN, EXCEPTION TO NEGLIGENCE PER SE, 102.41. 
EMERGENCY VEHICLES. 

Approaching parked or standing emergency vehicles, 210.41, 210.42. 
Chasing firetrucks, 210.30 (inside city limits); 210.31 (outside city limits). 
Duty of driver on non-emergency vehicle, 210.15. 
Interference with fire equipment, 210.35. 
Parking close to, 210.40. 
Right-of-way, 210.10. 
Speed. 

General, 202.80 (Delete Sheet). 
Willful or wanton conduct, 202.81. 

EMOTIONAL DISTRESS. 
Intentional or reckless infliction of, 102.95. 
Negligent infliction of, 102.84. 

EVIDENCE 
Circumstantial,  101.45. 
Deposition, 101.43. 
Duty to Recall, 101.50. 

EXPERT WITNESS, 101.25. 
EXPLOSIVES. 

Fire extinguishers required on vehicle carrying, 215.70; 215.71. 
Marking or flagging vehicle carrying, 215.70; 215.71. 
Railway crossings--when vehicle carrying must stop, 203.55. 

FAILURE OF JURY TO REACH VERDICT, 150.50. 
FAILURE TO REDUCE SPEED, 202.20A. 
FAMILY PURPOSE DOCTRINE--COMPLETE INSTRUCTION, 103.75. 
FINAL MANDATES. 

Agency issue, 103.70. 
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Contributory negligence issue, 104.50. 
Family purpose issue, 103.75. 
Last clear chance issue, 105.15. 

Loss of use of vehicle--damage issue, 107.60 (plaintiff); 110.60 (defendant--
counterclaim). 

Negligence issue, 102.50 (defendant's negligence); 108.50 (plaintiff's negligence--
counterclaim). 

Personal injury damage issue, 106.50 (plaintiff's); 109.50 (defendant's--counterclaim). 
Property damage issue, 107.50 (plaintiff's); 110.50 (defendant's--counterclaim). 
Wrongful death damage issue, 106.75. 

FIRE TRUCKS AND FIRE DEPARTMENT VEHICLES.  See EMERGENCY VEHICLES. 
FLAG REQUIREMENTS. 

Disabled trucks, 203.66. 
Protruding load, 215.25. 
Vehicles carrying explosives, 215.70. 

FLAT TRUCKS--SECURING LOAD, 215.60. 
FOLLOWING TOO CLOSELY. 

Generally, 205.30. 
Overtaking vehicle, 205.32. 

FOREPERSON OF JURY--SELECTION OF, 150.40. 
FUNCTION OF JURY, 101.05. 
GLASS--SAFETY GLASS REQUIRED, 215.30. 
GREATER WEIGHT OF THE EVIDENCE, 101.10. 
GUEST PASSENGER 

Duties of, 104.20. 
Knowingly riding with drunk driver, 104.24. 

HEADLIGHTS.  See LIGHTS. 
HILLS. 

Driving left of center, 204.25. 
Passing, 205.50. 
Speed, 202.20. 

HITCHHIKING, 211.55. 
HORN SOUNDING. 

Mountain highways, 225.30. 
Passing, common law duty, 205.65. 
Passing outside business or residential district, 205.66. 

IDENTIFICATION OF DRIVER, 103.41. 
ILLUSTRATIVE EVIDENCE, 101.40. 
IMPEACHMENT OF WITNESS. 

By character evidence, 101.37. 
By cross-examination as to prior conviction of crime, 101.36. 
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By prior inconsistent statement, 101.35. 
INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR, 103.15. 
INFLATION NOT TO BE CONSIDERED BY JURY, 106.49. 
INSULATING NEGLIGENCE, 102.65. 
INSURANCE NOT TO BE CONSIDERED BY JURY, 106.49. 
INTERESTED WITNESS, 101.30. 
INTERROGATORIES, 100.44. 
INTERSECTIONS. 

Blind persons crossing, 211.70. 
Passing at, 205.50. 
Pedestrians crossing, 211.10. 
Right-of-way. 

First vehicle entering, 203.07. 
Signal lights inside corporate limits where ordinance introduced in evidence, 203.35. 
Signal lights inside corporate limits where ordinance not introduced, 203.36. 
Stop signs, 203.10, 203.15. 
Vehicle control signal outside corporate limits, 203.30. 
Vehicle on right, 203.06. 
Yield signs, 203.28. 

Speed at, 202.20. 
Turning left, 209.15. 
Turning right, 209.10. 

INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS. 
Crossing central dividing line, 221.10. 
Entering and exiting, 221.25. 
Failing to yield right-of-way, 221.35. 
Improper lane, 221.20. 
Stopping on, 221.30. 
Turns on, 221.15. 
Wrong way on, 221.20. 

ISSUES--GENERAL EXPLANATION, 101.60. 
JUDGE HAS NO OPINION, 150.20. 
JUDGE'S RECAPITULATION OF EVIDENCE, 101.00. 
JUDICIAL NOTICE, 101.14. 
JUROR, NOTE TAKING, 100.70. 
JURY BASE VERDICT ON FACT NOT CONSEQUENCES, 150.12. 
JURY DISCHARGE, 150.60. 
JURY FAILURE TO REACH VERDICT, 150.50. 
JURY TO CONSIDER ALL CONTENTIONS, 150.10. 
JURY TO CONSIDER ONLY MATTERS IN EVIDENCE, 106.49. 
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LANE. 
Duty to drive in proper, 204.09. 
Slow driver in right, 204.20. 

LAST CLEAR CHANCE--COMPLETE INSTRUCTION, 105.15. 
with Memo--when to give instruction. 

LENT-SERVANT DOCTRINE, 103.25. 
LICENSE. 

Operating without license and under age, 220.10. 
Permitting operation by unlicensed driver, 220.20, 220.21. 

LIGHTS. 
Bright lights prohibited when parked, 203.71. 
Dimming headlights required, 205.80. 
Night parking on highway, 203.70, 203.71. 
Protruding load, 215.25. 
Required lights--bicycles, 215.20. 
Required lights--most motor vehicles, 215.10. 
Required lights--most motor vehicles and motorcycles--stoplights, 215.11. 
Required lights--motorcycles, 215.15; 215.16. 

LIMITING INSTRUCTION AS TO PARTIES, 101.32. 
LIMITING INSTRUCTION AS TO PURPOSE, 101.33. 
LIQUOR--DRIVING WHILE IMPAIRED, 208.10. 
LOOKOUT--DUTY TO KEEP, 201.20. 
MANDATES.  See FINAL MANDATES. 
MAPS, 101.40. 
MEETING VEHICLES--KEEPING TO RIGHT, 205.10. 
MINORS. 

Contributory negligence of child between 7 and 14 years of age, 104.25. 
Children (including those on bicycles) on highways and streets, 211.80. 
Duty of motorist toward child on highway, 211.40, 211.45, 211.80. 
Negligence of minor between seven and fourteen years of age, 102.13. 
Negligence of minor between fourteen and sixteen years of age, 102.13A. 
Operating without license and under age, 220.10. 
Parent's claim for negligent injury to, 106.87. 
Transporting in open bed of vehicle, 211.82 

MITIGATION OF DAMAGES, 106.45. 
MODELS, 101.40. 
MODEL MOTOR VEHICLE NEGLIGENCE CHARGE and VERDICT SHEET, 100.00. 
MOPED OPERATOR (UNDER AGE), 235.37. 
MOTION PICTURES, 101.40. 
MOTORCYCLES. 

Brakes required, 215.81. 
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Full use of a lane permitted, 204.52. 
Helmets required for riders, 215.55. 
Lights required, 215.11; 215.15; 215.16. 
More than two abreast prohibited, 204.51. 
Overcrowding, 215.55. 
Rear view mirror required, 215.38. 

NARROW OR WINDING ROADWAY, 202.20, 225.30. 
NEGLIGENCE ISSUE. 

Burden of proof, 102.10. 
Concurring negligence, 102.60. 
Defendant's negligence, 102.10. 
Definition of common law negligence, 102.11 
Definition of negligence per se, 102.12. 
Joint conduct, multiple tortfeasors, 102.90. 
Negligence of minor between seven and fourteen years of age, 102.13. 
Negligence of minor between fourteen and sixteen years of age, 102.13A. 
No duty to anticipate negligence, 102.14. 
Plaintiff's negligence (counterclaim), 108.10. 
Stipulation, 102.10A 
Sudden emergency, 102.15. 
Third party tort feasor, contribution, 108.75. 
Willful or wanton conduct, 102.85 
Willful or wanton conduct--defense of contributory, willful or wanton conduct, 102.87. 
Willful or wanton conduct to defeat contributory negligence, 102.86. 

NEGLIGENCE PER SE. 
Definition, 102.12. 
Sudden emergency exception, 102.16; 102.41. 
Violation of safety statute, 102.25. 

"NO CONTACT" RULE, 102.21; 102.24. 
NO PASSING SIGNS, 205.50, 205.51. 
NOTE-TAKING BY JURORS, 100.70. 
ONE-WAY TRAFFIC, 204.80. 
OPENING STATEMENT, 100.10. 
OVERLOADING AND OVERCROWDING. 

Motorcycles, 215.55. 
Other vehicles, 215.50. 

OWNERSHIP OF VEHICLE AS PRIMA FACIE PROOF OF AGENCY, 103.40. 
PARKING.  See also LIGHTS. 

On highway, 203.65. 
On highway, posted speed of less than 45 mph, 203.65A 
On highway, posted speed of more than 45 mph, 203.65B 
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On shoulder of highway, 203.60. 
Setting brakes, etc., 203.75. 
Too close to emergency vehicle, 210.40. 

PASSENGERS.  See RIDERS IN VEHICLE. 
PASSING. 

Crossing center line, 204.25, 205.50. 
Meeting vehicles, 205.10. 
No passing signs, 205.50, 205.51. 
On two-lane highway, 205.50. 
Overtaken vehicle to give way, 205.55. 
Passing animals, 205.70. 
Passing on right, 205.60. 
Railway grade crossings, 205.50. 
Sounding horn, 205.65 (common law duty); 205.66 (outside business or residential 

area). 
When overtaken vehicle stopped for pedestrian, 211.20. 

PEDESTRIANS. 
Blind pedestrians at intersections, 211.70. 
Contributory negligence when violating motor vehicle laws, 104.24. 
Crossing at intersection, 211.30 (with special pedestrian control signals); 211.35 (with 

vehicular traffic signals); 211.46 (motorist's duty). 
Crossing at other places, 211.01 (motorist's duty with special pedestrian signals); 

211.30 (with special pedestrian control signals); 211.36 (with vehicular traffic 
signals). 

Crossing highway in crosswalk, 211.10. 
Crossing highway where no crosswalk, 211.40. 
Driver's duty to, 

At crosswalk or intersection, 211.10. 
At intersection or other place with special pedestrian signals, 211.01. 
Turning at intersection with traffic lights, 211.46. 
Of following driver when vehicle stopped for pedestrian, 211.20. 

Hitchhiking, 211.55. 
Lookout duty of, 211.75 (with right-of-way); 211.76 (without right-of-way). 
Motorist's duty toward, 211.40A (at crosswalk); 211.45A (walking on highway). 
Soliciting business, etc. on highway, 211.56. 
Standing or loitering on highway, 211.56. 
Standing, sitting or lying on highway to obstruct traffic, 211.50. 
Walking on left of highway, 211.45. 
When vehicle stopped for pedestrian--duty of following driver, 211.20.  

PER DIEM ARGUMENT, 106.51. 
PEREMPTORY INSTRUCTION, 101.65. 
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PERSONAL INJURY DAMAGE ISSUE--STATEMENT OF; BURDEN OF PROOF.  See also 
DAMAGES. 

Defendant's (counterclaim), 109.00. 
Plaintiff's 106.00. 

PHOTOGRAPHS, 101.40. 
POLICE VEHICLES.  See EMERGENCY VEHICLES. 
PRESUMPTIONS, 101.62. 
PRIOR INCONSISTENT STATEMENT OF WITNESS, 101.35. 
PROPERTY DAMAGE ISSUE--STATEMENT OF:  BURDEN OF PROOF. 

Defendant's (counterclaim), 110.10. 
Plaintiff's 107.10. 

PROXIMATE CAUSE. 
Act of God, 102.26. 
Definition, 102.19. 
General instruction, 102.20. 
Insulating negligence, 102.28, 102.65. 
Joint and concurring negligence, 102.27, 102.60.  
Multiple causes, 102.19, 102.60. 
"No contact" rule, 102.21; 102.24. 
Peculiar Susceptibility, 102.20. 

PUNITIVE DAMAGES. 
Defendant's liability, 106.60. 
Existence of malicious conduct, wrongful death case, 106.53A. 
Existence of outrageous or aggravated conduct, 106.53. 
Insurance company's bad faith failure to settle claim, 106.53B. 
Whether to make award and amount, 106.54; 106.61. 
Whether to make award--special cases, 106.55. 

RACING ON HIGHWAYS AND STREETS, 213.10. 
RAILROAD CROSSING. 

Buses and trucks to stop, 203.55. 
Operator's (Driver's) duty of care at, 203.59. 
Passing at, 205.50. 
Railroad's duty of care at, 

Extra hazardous crossing, 203.57. 
Give warning, 203.56. 
Keep lookout, 203.56. 
Maintain, 203.58. 
Maintain signals, 203.57A. 
Obstructions, 203.58A. 

Stop signs, 203.50. 
Warning signals, 203.51. 



Page 11 of 14 
N.C.P.I—Motor Vehicle Descriptive Word Index 
Motor Vehicle Volume 
Replacement June 2022 
 

 

REAR VIEW MIRRORS. 
Inside mirrors--most vehicles, 215.35. 
Outside mirrors (including motorcycles), 215.38. 
Pickup trucks, 215.36. 
Vehicles so loaded as to render inside mirror ineffective, 215.37. 

RECAPITULATION OF EVIDENCE, 101.00. 
RECESSES, 100.20. 
RECKLESS DRIVING, 207.10. 
REGISTRATION OF VEHICLE AS PRIMA FACIE PROOF OF OWNERSHIP AND AGENCY, 103.45. 
RELATING THE LAW TO THE EVIDENCE, 101.00. 
RESCUE SQUAD VEHICLE.  See EMERGENCY VEHICLES. 
REVIEW OF EVIDENCE AND STIPULATIONS, 101.50. 
RIDERS IN VEHICLE. 

Authority of agent to invite or permit, 103.65. 
Gratuitous passenger or guest. 

Duty of, 104.20. 
Knowingly riding with drunk driver, 104.21. 

RIGHT-OF-WAY.  See also PEDESTRIANS. 
Emergency vehicles, 210.10, 210.15. 
Meeting vehicles, 205.10. 
Overtaken vehicle to give way, 205.55. 
Private road or drive, 203.29, 225.35. 
Traffic circle, 203.05.   
Vehicles at intersections. 

Duty of driver on dominant highway, 203.20, 203.25. 
One vehicle intending to turn left, 203.07 (at intersection); 203.08 (at alley, private 

road or driveway). 
Signal lights, 203.31 (other than at intersections); 203.35 (inside corporate limits 

where ordinance introduced in evidence); 203.36 (inside corporate limits where 
ordinance not introduced). 

Stop signs, 203.10, 203.15. 
Vehicle control signals at intersection, 203.30. 
Vehicle on right, 203.06. 
Vehicle turning, 209.10 (right); 209.15 (left). 
When driver on servient highway has right-of-way, 203.25. 
Yield signs, 203.28. 

SAFETY ZONE, DRIVING THROUGH, 225.22. 
SAFETY STATUTE OR ORDINANCE--VIOLATION AS NEGLIGENCE PER SE, 102.25. 
SCHOOL BUSES. 

Not to stop on divided highways, 218.50. 
Speed limits, 202.40. 
Stopping at railway crossings, 203.55. 
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Stopping for, 218.10. 
SCHOOL ZONES--SPEED LIMIT, 202.21. 
SHOULDER OF HIGHWAY. 

Parking on, 203.60. 
Walking on, 211.45. 

SIDEWALKS, DRIVING ON, 225.23. 
SIGNAL LIGHTS.  See RIGHT-OF-WAY. 
SKIDDING VEHICLE, 201.31. 
SLOW DRIVING. 

Driving on right, 204.20. 
No prescribed minimum speed, 202.85. 
Prescribed minimum speed, 202.90. 

SPECIAL HAZARDS--REDUCING SPEED, 202.20. 
SPEED. 

Basic speed limits, 202.15. 
Bridges, causeways and viaducts, 202.60. 
Curve, 202.20. 
Driving too slowly.  See Slow Driving. 
Emergency vehicles. 

General, 202.80 (Delete Sheet). 
Willful or wanton conduct (gross negligence), 202.81. 

Hill crest, 202.20. 
Intersection, 202.20. 
Failure to reduce, 202.20A. 
Mountain highway, 225.30. 
Narrow or winding roadway, 202.20, 225.30. 
Reasonable and prudent, 202.10. 
Reckless driving, 207.10. 
School and activity buses, 202.40. 
School zones, 202.21. 
Speed competition (racing), 213.10. 
When being passed, 205.55. 

SPEED COMPETITION ON HIGHWAYS AND STREETS, 213.10. 
STARTING--SIGNALS REQUIRED, 206.10. 
STEERING MECHANISM, 215.75. 
STIPULATION OF NEGLIGENCE, 102.10A 
STIPULATIONS, 101.41. 
STOP LIGHTS ON VEHICLES.  See LIGHTS. 
STOP SIGNS.  See RAILWAY GRADE CROSSINGS; RIGHT-OF-WAY. 
STOPPING--SIGNALS REQUIRED, 206.10. 
STOPPING AFTER ACCIDENT, 217.10. 
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STOPPING FOR SCHOOL BUSES, 218.10. 
STOPPING ON HIGHWAY, 203.65. 
STOPPING ON SHOULDER OF HIGHWAY, 203.60. 
STOPPING TO RENDER AID, 217.10 
SUDDEN EMERGENCY, 102.40 (defendant's negligence); 104.40 (contributory negligence). 
SUDDEN EMERGENCY EXCEPTION TO NEGLIGENCE PER SE, 102.41. 
SUMMARIZING THE EVIDENCE, 101.50. 
TAILLIGHTS.  See LIGHTS. 
TAXES NOT TO BE CONSIDERED BY JURY, 106.49. 
TELEVISION VIEWERS IN VEHICLES, 225.10. 
TESTIMONY, DEPOSITION, 100.43. 
TEXTING WHILE DRIVING, 225.11 
THIRD PARTY TORT FEASOR NEGLIGENCE, 108.75. 
TIRES--SAFETY REQUIREMENTS, 215.40. 
TOWED VEHICLES. 

Anti-snaking equipment required, 215.65. 
Attachment, 215.65. 
Brakes required, 215.83. 

TRAFFIC CIRCLE--RIGHT-OF-WAY, 203.05. 
TRAFFIC LIGHTS.  See RIGHT-OF-WAY.  
TURNING. 

Signals required, 206.10. 
Turning at intersection controlled by buttons, markers or other direction signs, 209.20. 
Turning left at intersection, 209.15. 
Turning right, 209.10. 

UNANIMOUS VERDICT, 150.30. 
USE OF VEHICLE--LOSS AS DAMAGES.  See DAMAGES. 
VERDICT--MUST BE UNANIMOUS, 150.30. 
VIDEOTAPE, 101.40. 
WEIGHT OF THE EVIDENCE. 

Greater weight of--definition, 101.10. 
Jury to determine, 101.20. 

WILLFUL OR WANTON CONDUCT ISSUE,  
Defense of contributory willful or wanton conduct, 102.87. 
General, 102.85. 
Used to defeat contributory negligence, 102.86. 

WINDSHIELD AND WINDOW REQUIREMENTS, 215.30, 215.31. 
WITNESS. 

Credibility, 101.15. 
See IMPEACHMENT OF WITNESS. 
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WRONGFUL DEATH DAMAGES, 106.40-106.56 
Punitive damages, 106.91. 

X-RAYS, 101.40. 
YIELD SIGNS.  See RIGHT-OF-WAY. 
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