Sentencing

Miller v. Alabama, 567 U.S. __ (June 25, 2012) (http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/11pdf/10-
964642i8.pdf). The Court held that the 8" Amendment prohibits a sentencing scheme that requires life in
prison without the possibility of parole for juvenile homicide offenders. [Author’s note: For more detail
about the implications of this case on N.C.’s sentencing scheme, watch for an upcoming post on the
SOG’s Criminal Law Blog, available here: http://nccriminallaw.sog.unc.edu/]

Federal Preemption

Arizona v. United States, 567 U.S. __ (June 25, 2012) (http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/11pdf/11-
182b5el.pdf). The Court held that federal law preempted three of four provisions of Arizona’s
immigration statute. Four provisions of the Arizona law were at issue. One section made failure to comply
with federal alien registration requirements a state misdemeanor. A second section made it a
misdemeanor for an unauthorized alien to seek or engage in work in Arizona. A third section authorized
officers to arrest without a warrant a person “the officer has probable cause to believe . . . has committed
any public offense that makes the person removable from the United States.” A fourth section provided
that officers who conduct a stop, detention, or arrest must in some circumstances make efforts to verify
the person’s immigration status with the Federal Government. The Court held that the first three
provisions were preempted by federal law but that it was improper to enjoin the fourth provision “before
the state courts had an opportunity to construe it and without some showing that enforcement of the
provision in fact conflicts with federal immigration law and its objectives.”



http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/11pdf/10-9646g2i8.pdf
http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/11pdf/10-9646g2i8.pdf
http://nccriminallaw.sog.unc.edu/
http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/11pdf/11-182b5e1.pdf
http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/11pdf/11-182b5e1.pdf

