
Excerpts from Subchapter I of the Juvenile Code 
 

§ 7B-100. Purpose.  
 This Subchapter shall be interpreted and construed so as to implement the following purposes 

and policies:  

  (1) To provide procedures for the hearing of juvenile cases that assure fairness and equity 

and that protect the constitutional rights of juveniles and PARENTS;  

  (2) To develop a disposition in each juvenile case that reflects consideration of the facts, the 

needs and limitations of the juvenile, and the strengths and weaknesses of the family.  

  (3) To provide for services for the protection of juveniles by means that respect both the right 

to family autonomy and the juveniles' needs for safety, continuity, and permanence; and  

  (4)  To provide standards for the removal, when necessary, of juveniles from their homes and 

for the return of juveniles to their homes consistent with preventing the unnecessary or 

inappropriate separation of juveniles from their PARENTS  

….  

 

§ 7B-101. Definitions.  
  (19) Safe home. – A home in which the juvenile is not at substantial risk of physical or 

emotional abuse or neglect.  

 

§ 7B-501. Duties of person taking juvenile into temporary custody.  
 (a) A person who takes a juvenile into custody without a court order under G.S. 7B-500 shall 

proceed as follows:  

  (1) Notify the juvenile's PARENT, … that the juvenile has been taken into temporary 

custody and advise the PARENT, guardian, custodian, or caretaker of the right to be 

present with the juvenile until a determination is made as to the need for nonsecure 

custody. …  

 

§ 7B-503. Criteria for nonsecure custody.  
 (a) When a request is made for nonsecure custody, the court shall first consider release of the 

juvenile to the juvenile's PARENT, relative, guardian, custodian, or other responsible adult. …  

 

§ 7B-505. Place of nonsecure custody.  
. . . .  

 In placing a juvenile in nonsecure custody under this section, the court shall first consider 

whether a relative of the juvenile is willing and able to provide proper care and supervision of the 

juvenile in a safe home. If the court finds that the relative is willing and able to provide proper care 

and supervision in a safe home, then the court shall order placement of the juvenile with the relative 

unless the court finds that placement with the relative would be contrary to the best interests of the 

juvenile. In placing a juvenile in nonsecure custody under this section, the court shall also consider 

whether it is in the juvenile's best interest to remain in the juvenile's community of residence. …  

 

§ 7B-506. Hearing to determine need for continued nonsecure custody.  
 . . .  

 (h) At each hearing to determine the need for continued custody, the court shall: 

(1) Inquire as to the identity and location of any missing parent and as to whether 

paternity is at issue. The court shall include findings as to the efforts undertaken 

to locate the missing parent and to serve that parent, as well as efforts undertaken 
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to establish paternity when paternity is an issue. The order may provide for 

specific efforts aimed at determining the identity and location of any missing 

parent, as well as specific efforts aimed at establishing paternity. 

(2) Inquire as to whether a relative of the juvenile is willing and able to provide 

proper care and supervision of the juvenile in a safe home. If the court finds that 

the relative is willing and able to provide proper care and supervision in a safe 

home, then the court shall order temporary placement of the juvenile with the 

relative unless the court finds that placement with the relative would be contrary 

to the best interests of the juvenile. . . . 

 

§ 7B-900. Purpose [of disposition].  
 The purpose of dispositions in juvenile actions is to design an appropriate plan to meet the needs 

of the juvenile and to achieve the objectives of the State in exercising jurisdiction. If possible, the 

initial approach should involve working with the juvenile and the juvenile's family in their own home 

so that the appropriate community resources may be involved in care, supervision, and treatment 

according to the needs of the juvenile. Thus, the court should arrange for appropriate community-

level services to be provided to the juvenile and the juvenile's family in order to strengthen the home 

situation.  

 

§ 7B-901. Dispositional hearing.  
…  

 At the dispositional hearing, the court shall inquire as to the identity and location of any missing 

PARENT and whether paternity is at issue. The court shall include findings of the efforts undertaken 

to locate the missing PARENT and to serve that PARENT and efforts undertaken to establish 

paternity when paternity is an issue. The order may provide for specific efforts in determining the 

identity and location of any missing PARENT and specific efforts in establishing paternity. The court 

shall also inquire about efforts made to identify and notify relatives as potential resources for 

placement or support.  

 

§ 7B-903. Dispositional alternatives for abused, neglected, or dependent juvenile.  
 (a) …  

  (1)  The court may dismiss the case or continue the case in order to allow the PARENT, … to 

take appropriate action.  

  (2)  In the case of any juvenile who needs more adequate care or supervision or who needs 

placement, the court may:  

   a. Require that the juvenile be supervised in the juvenile's own home by the department 

of social services in the juvenile's county, or by other personnel …; or  

   b.  Place the juvenile in the custody of a PARENT, relative, private agency offering 

placement services, or some other suitable person; or  

   c. Place the juvenile in the custody of the department of social services …  

 In placing a juvenile in out-of-home care under this section, the court shall first 

consider whether a relative of the juvenile is willing and able to provide proper care 

and supervision of the juvenile in a safe home. If the court finds that the relative is 

willing and able to provide proper care and supervision in a safe home, then the court 

shall order placement of the juvenile with the relative unless the court finds that the 

placement is contrary to the best interests of the juvenile. …  
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§ 7B-905. Dispositional order.  
 … 

 (c) … If the juvenile is placed in the custody or placement responsibility of a county department 

of social services, the court may order the director to arrange, facilitate, and supervise a visitation 

plan expressly approved by the court. …  

 

§ 7B-907. Permanency planning hearing.  
 …  

 (b) At any permanency planning review, … if the juvenile is not returned home, the court shall 

consider the following criteria and make written findings regarding those that are relevant:  

  (1) Whether it is possible for the juvenile to be returned home immediately or within the next 

six months, and if not, why it is not in the juvenile's best interests to return home;  

  ….  

 

Jurisdiction; Conversion to Chapter 50 
 

§ 7B-200. Jurisdiction.  
 … .  

 (c) When the court obtains jurisdiction over a juvenile as the result of a petition alleging that the 

juvenile is abused, neglected, or dependent:  

  (1) Any other civil action in this State in which the custody of the juvenile is an issue is 

automatically stayed as to that issue, unless the juvenile proceeding and the civil custody 

action or claim are consolidated pursuant to subsection (d) of this section or the court in 

the juvenile proceeding enters an order dissolving the stay.  

  (2)  If an order entered in the juvenile proceeding and an order entered in another civil 

custody action conflict, the order in the juvenile proceeding controls as long as the court 

continues to exercise jurisdiction in the juvenile proceeding.  

 (d) Notwithstanding G.S. 50-13.5(f), the court in a juvenile proceeding may order that any civil 

action or claim for custody filed in the district be consolidated with the juvenile proceeding. If a civil 

action or claim for custody of the juvenile is filed in another district, the court in the juvenile 

proceeding, for good cause and after consulting with the court in the other district, may: (i) order that 

the civil action or claim for custody be transferred to the county in which the juvenile proceeding is 

filed; or (ii) order a change of venue in the juvenile proceeding and transfer the juvenile proceeding 

to the county in which the civil action or claim is filed. The court in the juvenile proceeding may also 

proceed in the juvenile proceeding while the civil action or claim remains stayed or dissolve the stay 

of the civil action or claim and stay the juvenile proceeding pending a resolution of the civil action or 

claim.  

 

§ 7B-201. Retention and termination of jurisdiction.  
 (a) When the court obtains jurisdiction over a juvenile, jurisdiction shall continue until 

terminated by order of the court or until the juvenile reaches the age of 18 years or is otherwise 

emancipated, whichever occurs first.  

 (b) When the court's jurisdiction terminates, whether automatically or by court order, the court 

thereafter shall not modify or enforce any order previously entered in the case, including any juvenile 

court order relating to the custody, placement, or guardianship of the juvenile. The legal status of the 

juvenile and the custodial rights of the parties shall revert to the status they were before the juvenile 

petition was filed, unless applicable law or a valid court order in another civil action provides 
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otherwise. Termination of the court's jurisdiction in an abuse, neglect, or dependency proceeding, 

however, shall not affect any of the following:  

  (1)  A civil custody order entered pursuant to G.S. 7B-911.  

  (2)  An order terminating parental rights.  

  (3)  A pending action to terminate parental rights, unless the court orders otherwise.  

  (4) Any proceeding in which the juvenile is alleged to be or has been adjudicated 

undisciplined or delinquent.  

  (5)  The court's jurisdiction in relation to any new abuse, neglect, or dependency petition that 

is filed.  

 

§ 7B-911. Civil child-custody order.  
 (a) After making proper findings at a dispositional hearing or any subsequent hearing, the court 

on its own motion or the motion of a party may award custody of the juvenile to a PARENT or other 

appropriate person pursuant to G.S. 50-13.1, 50-13.2, 50-13.5, and 50-13.7, as provided in this 

section, and terminate the court's jurisdiction in the juvenile proceeding.  

 (b) When the court enters a custody order under this section, the court shall either cause the order 

to be filed in an existing civil action relating to the custody of the juvenile or, if there is no other civil 

action, instruct the clerk to treat the order as the initiation of a civil action for custody.  

If the order is filed in an existing civil action and the person to whom the court is awarding custody is 

not a party to that action, the court shall order that the person be joined as a party and that the caption 

of the case be changed accordingly. The order shall resolve any pending claim for custody and shall 

constitute a modification of any custody order previously entered in the action.  

 If the court's order initiates a civil action, the court shall designate the parties to the action and 

determine the most appropriate caption for the case. The civil filing fee is waived unless the court 

orders one or more of the parties to pay the filing fee for a civil action into the office of the clerk of 

superior court. The order shall constitute a custody determination, and any motion to enforce or 

modify the custody order shall be filed in the newly created civil action in accordance with the 

provisions of Chapter 50 of the General Statutes. The Administrative Office of the Courts may adopt 

rules and shall develop and make available appropriate forms for establishing a civil file to 

implement this section.  

 (c) The court may enter a civil custody order under this section and terminate the court's 

jurisdiction in the juvenile proceeding only if:  

  (1) In the civil custody order the court makes findings and conclusions that support the entry 

of a custody order in an action under Chapter 50 of the General Statutes or, if the juvenile 

is already the subject of a custody order entered pursuant to Chapter 50, makes findings 

and conclusions that support modification of that order pursuant to G.S. 50-13.7; and  

  (2) In a separate order terminating the juvenile court's jurisdiction in the juvenile proceeding, 

the court finds:  

   a. That there is not a need for continued State intervention on behalf of the juvenile 

through a juvenile court proceeding; and  

   b. That at least six months have passed since the court made a determination that the 

juvenile's placement with the person to whom the court is awarding custody is the 

permanent plan for the juvenile, though this finding is not required if the court is 

awarding custody to a PARENT or to a person with whom the child was living when 

the juvenile petition was filed. 


