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Preface

This book builds upon the foundation of an earlier publication by my colleagues, the late Ben F. Loeb, 
Jr. and James C. Drennan, Motor Vehicle Law and The Law of Impaired Driving in North Carolina. 
It is not, however, a new edition of that work, as this book focuses exclusively on the law of impaired 
driving and related implied consent offenses. This book does not cover other rules of the road, driver’s 
license law, or motor vehicle liability insurance—topics that were addressed in Loeb and Drennan’s 
earlier work. 

My colleagues James Drennan, Robert Farb, and James Markham helped with the book by read-
ing chapters and providing substantive feedback. The book is better as a result. Matt Osborne of the 
Administrative Office of the Courts also took time out of his busy schedule to read draft chapters. 
I’m grateful for his keen eye and his deep understanding of the law governing civil license revocations 
and vehicle forfeitures. Christopher Tyner performed a detailed cite-check of the entire book, and 
Melissa Twomey edited the work. Both of them improved the work technically and substantively. I 
welcome comments about this publication’s scope, organization, or content. Comments may be sent 
to me at denning@sog.unc.edu. 

This book is dedicated to my colleague and mentor James “Jim” Drennan, who retired this year 
after spending forty years on the faculty of the School of Government. I work in just one of the 
many legal fields that Jim covered during his time here. Jim’s intellect and knowledge are vast, and 
I am lucky that he has shared so much of what he knows about motor vehicle law with me. What I 
appreciate even more, however, is the opportunity to observe a true role model. Jim’s interactions 
with everyone—clients, colleagues, friends, and strangers—reflected the ideals of integrity, kindness, 
and humility. Jim has led and continues to lead a balanced, engaged, and meaningful life, and I am 
honored to travel in his wake.

Shea Riggsbee Denning
Chapel Hill
December 2014


