
G
A

RY
A

LL
EN

/ N
EW

S
&

 O
BS

ER
V

ER

Page 13

Page 6

FEATURE ARTICLES 

6 Privacy and the Law 
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Surveillance cameras, wiretaps, metal detectors: How does a society 
balance privacy against such interests as public safety and public health?
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Robert L. Farb

The Fourth Amendment protects people against searches and seizures by
government authorities, but only if such actions are deemed unreasonable.

20 An Overview of Protected and Public Information in North Carolina
David M. Lawrence

North Carolina law favors openness in government. To protect people’s
privacy, however, the legislature has made limited exceptions to this policy.  

25 Privacy and the Courts
James C. Drennan

Tension between privacy and openness often arises in relation to the public’s
right to observe court proceedings and to look at court records. 

33 Employee Privacy and Workplace Searches 
Stephen Allred

The Fourth Amendment protects public employees from unreasonable
searches of their workplaces. How has this standard been applied in 
different contexts?

36 Privacy and Public School Students
Laurie L. Mesibov

To what extent are students’ privacy interests protected? The U.S. Supreme
Court has decided to hear three cases involving student privacy issues.

44 Health Privacy: The New Federal Framework
Aimee N. Wall

In 2001 the first and only comprehensive federal rule on health privacy 
went into effect. A specialist in health law summarizes the rule’s complex
requirements.

53 Privacy and Computer Security: Nine Questions
Kevin FitzGerald

Fundamental to keeping information private are secure computer systems.
How can local governments assess the security of their systems?
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ON THE COVER

In today’s technologically advanced,
interconnected world, people are

increasingly concerned about
maintaining some degree of privacy.

Recent developments have 
intensified the debate about the 
proper balance between privacy 

and other societal interests, such as
public safety and health. 


