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Jesse L. White Jr., an adjunct professor in the School of
Government and director of the new Office of Economic
and Business Development at UNC at Chapel Hill, begins
the issue with an overview of the North Carolina economy
and both traditional and innovative approaches to
economic development. The overview is followed by
articles on innovative practices in community economic
development, written by School faculty and other experts.
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The Community Economic Development Program

Since 2003 the School of Government has strengthened its ability to assist North
Carolina public officials in community economic development. The School’s work in this
area focuses on enhancing capacity at the local and regional levels. The goal is to equip
public officials to understand better their local economies and community assets, the
trends affecting them, the resources available to them, and innovative strategies for
leveraging their community’s strengths and opportunities in the new economy. For more
information, see www.cednc.unc.edu.
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and John Stephens, Editor
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