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ON THE COVER
By engaging youngsters in mock civic activities, politicians
and educators seek to lay a foundation for positive civic
attitudes and behaviors when the youngsters become adults.
Clockwise from top left: Kids Voting Mecklenburg County,
Elaine Darby/Kids Voting Wake County, Kids Voting
Mecklenburg County, News & Observer/Chris Seward,
Elaine Darby/Kids Voting Wake County.
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Cover Article

Measuring Citizen Engagement:

The North Carolina Civic Index

Kelley O’Brien

The findings of the first-ever statewide study of youth and
adult civic engagement offer some rays of hope for citizen
involvement in North Carolina.

Feature Articles

Improving Revenue Flows from the Property Tax
Michael L. Walden

The way in which North Carolina administers its property
tax may contribute to shortfalls in local government revenues.
Can that process be improved?

Establishing Mutual Accountability in
Nonprofit-Government Relationships

Margaret Henderson, Gordon P. Whitaker, and

Lydian Altman-Sauer

Governments and nonprofits want to work as partners, but
the ways in which they typically interact often fail to be
satisfactory or fully productive. How can they move beyond
a buyer-seller relationship toward shared responsibility for
improving public services?

From the MPA Program

What Is a Good Name Worth? Local Government
Sponsorships and the First Amendment
Jason Bradley Kay

In tight budget times, sponsorships can be a much-needed
source of revenue for local governments. But if potential
sponsors are turned away, there are legal ramifications. Learn
how to craft a wise sponsorship policy and avoid legal pitfalls.
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