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Forty years have passed since then-governor Terry Sanford 
established the North Carolina Fund, a bold venture devoted 
to breaking the cycle of poverty in this state. The fund no 

longer exists, having gone the way of a number of Great Society and
War on Poverty programs of the 1960s. Yet, despite some inroads,
poverty and the problems that accompany it endure in many North
Carolina communities.

What can be done today to combat poverty in North Carolina? 
This issue of Popular Government presents multiple perspectives:
historical, political, demographic, socioeconomic, cultural, and educa-
tional. The articles offer no easy remedies. They begin, however, to
describe the shape of poverty in this state, and they suggest strategies
that public officials, business leaders, nonprofit organizations, citizens, 
and others might pursue.

The issue also includes six profiles called
“Putting Perspectives to Work.” These 
short pieces depict a cross-section of people
who, from positions as diverse as corporate
CEO and community developer, are helping
to better the lives of the state’s poorest
residents and its communities in general.

—Anita R. Brown-Graham, guest editor, 
and John Rubin, editor 
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Housing conditions on the periphery
of downtown Durham in 1964.
Courtesy of Billy E. Barnes, North
Carolina Fund photographer.
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