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Delinquency Dispositions: 

Purposes and Considerations
April 21, 2026

SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT

Statutory Purposes of Disposition

“to design an appropriate plan to 

meet the needs of the juvenile and

 to achieve the objectives of the State in exercising 
jurisdiction, including the protection of the public.”

        G.S. 7B-2500
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SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT

Statutory Purposes of Disposition

“The COURT should develop a disposition in each case that:

(1) Promotes public safety;

(2) Emphasizes accountability and responsibility of both the 
parent, guardian, or custodian and the juvenile for the juvenile’s 
conduct; and

(3) Provides the appropriate consequences, treatment, training, 
and rehabilitation to assist the juvenile toward becoming a 
nonoffending, responsible, and productive member of the 
community.”

         G.S. 7B-2500

SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT

Statutory Considerations

“the COURT SHALL select a disposition that is designed to

 protect the public and

 to meet the needs and best interests of the juvenile, based 
upon:”

        G.S. 7B-2501(c)

3

4



7/9/2026

3

SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT

Statutory Considerations

(1) Seriousness of the offense

(2) Need to hold the juvenile accountable

(3) Importance of protecting public safety

(4) Degree of culpability indicated by the circumstances of 
the particular case; and

(5) Rehabilitative and treatment needs of the juvenile 
indicated by a risk and needs assessment

        G.S. 7B-2501(c)
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SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT

Written Findings Required

• Appellate courts have consistently held that the trial court 
must make findings demonstrating that it considered the 
five  7B-2501(c) factors

In re V.M., 211 N.C. App. 389, 391–92, 712S.E.2d 213, 215 
(2011)

In re I.W.P., 259 N.C. App. 254, (2018)

Matter of N.M., 290 N.C.App. 482, 484 (2023)

SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT

Written Findings Required

• Findings that only incorporate the predisposition report 
and risk and needs assessment are insufficient

In re I.W.P., 259 N.C. App. 254, (2018)

In reJ.A.D., 283 N.C. App. 8, (2022)
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