
Waiver Scenario 

[Before jury selection the following exchange occurs] 

Judge: Mr. Jones, you have indicated to me that you wish to dismiss your appointed 

counsel and represent yourself. Is that correct? 

Defendant: Yes Sir, I can do better on my own. 

Judge: You understand that this a serious felony charge that’s been brought against you 

and that complicated legal questions might arise during trial. And if you are 

representing yourself, you understand that I won’t be able to help you with that--

You’ll be on your own, with no help from a lawyer or anyone? 

Defendant: Yes Sir, that’s what I want. On my own. 

Judge: Okay. I understand that you have completed the waiver of counsel form. Hand it 

up. 

[The attached form is handed up. The judge checks box two at the bottom, and signs and dates 

the form.  



 






