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Ethical Considerations 
to Legislative Changes 
in Chapter 7B

JESSICA M. ARNOLD, DEPUTY COUNSEL

THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE BAR

SOCIAL SERVICES ATTORNEYS 2026 WINTER CONFERENCE

What is a Deputy Counsel?

Deputy Counsel in the State Bar's 

Office of Counsel.

Mostly, we investigate and prosecute 

attorneys for violations of the Rules of 

Professional Conduct.

We can't... Give you ethics advice.
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STATUTORY 

CHANGES 

AFFECTING DSS 

LAWYERS
SESSION LAW 2025-16

Old Language in N.C. Gen. Stat. § 

7B-305
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Changes to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7B-305

Old Language in N.C. Gen. Stat. § 

7B-306
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Changes to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7B-306

RELVEANT RULES OF PROFESSIONAL 

CONDUCT

5.4 (Professional Independence of a Lawyer)

3.1 (Meritorious Claims and Contentions)

1.13 (Organization As Client)

1.4 (Communication)

1.2 (Scope of Representation and Allocation of 

Authority Between Client and Lawyer)

Preamble (paragraph 12)
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Rule 5.4 (Professional Indepedence 

of a Lawyer)

Rule 3.1
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Comments to Rule 3.1

Comments to Rule 3.1

11

12



2/17/2026

7

Ethics Opinions Interpreting 

Rule 3.1 (there are only 12)

Ethics Opinions Interpreting 

Rule 3.1 (cont.)
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Ethics Opinions Interpreting 

Rule 3.1 (cont.)

Ethics Opinions Interpreting 

Rule 3.1 (cont.)
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Rule 1.13 (Organization as Client)

Rule 1.13 (Organization as Client 

cont.)
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DSS

Members of the 

Public

County Attorney 

All duties of loyalty & 

confidentiality flow 

to Agency.  Must 

advise Agency & act 

at Agency direction.

Rule 1.13 Organization As Client

(a) A lawyer employed or retained by an 

organization represents the organization acting 

through its duly authorized constituents.

Comments to Rule 1.13
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Rule 1.4 (Communication)

Comments to Rule 1.4

21

22



2/17/2026

12

Comments to Rule 1.4 (cont.)

Rule 1.2 (Scope of 
Representation and Allocation 
of Authority between Client 
and Lawyer)
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Comments to Rule 1.2
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Comments to Rule 1.2 (cont.)

Comments to Rule 1.2 (cont.)
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Let’s Talk about Examples of 

Violations of Rule 3.1

Preamble to the RPC
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Ethics Update
NEW ADOPTED AND PROPOSED OPINIONS

Where can I find new and 

proposed opinions?
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Newly Adopted Opinion 

(since summer 2025)

Proposed Opinions / Inquiries

(since summer 2025)
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How do we get an opinion on this 

issue?

Need ethics 

advice? 

State Bar has 4 ethics 

lawyers

Confidential advice

Advice geared towards your PROSPECTIVE 

conduct

Phone: (919) 828-4620

Email: ethicsadvice@ncbar.gov
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Ethics FAQ

Ethics FAQ (cont.)
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NC Lawyer Assistance Program

•Substance abuse

•Mental health

•Other stressors

•Free

•Confidential

NC Lawyer Assistance Program

www.nclap.org

Robyn Moraites, Director

Candace Hoffman, Assistant 

Director
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NC Lawyer Assistance Program

Cathy Killian 

Western Clinical 

Coordinator

(704) 910-2310

Nicole Ellington 

Eastern Clinical 

Coordinator

(919) 719-9267
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Jessica M. Arnold

Jarnold@ncbar.gov

(919) 706-4994
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