
Who Are the 
Juveniles in 7B 
Proceedings?

Let’s Have a Conversation

















The Face of Child Welfare: 
2021



% of 
Substantiated 
Cases by Type

Neglect 98%

medical neglect
5%

physical abuse
5%

sexual abuse
5%

emotional abuse
5%

other
1%

2021, AFCARS



In Foster Care
% by Age
16,344

0 - 5 y.o.
36%

6 - 12 y.o
30%

13 - 17 y.o.
23%

18 - 20 
11%

FY 2021, Jordan Institute



Largest 
percentages 
by age

Under 1: 6.6

1 y.o.: 7.9

2 y.o.: 7.7

3 y.o.: 6.4

4 y.o.: 5.9

5 y.o.: 5.2

15 y.o.: 5.2

16 y.o.: 5.4

17 y.o.: 5.1

2021, AFCARS



Proportionality and Race in NC Child Welfare

White Black American Indian Hispanic Asian Multiple Races
General Population 51 22 1 17 3 5
Confirmed Maltreatment 45 33 3 12 0 6
Foster Care 51 29 2 9 0 7
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Significant Mental Health Issues

Up to 80% of children 
in foster care

18 – 22 % of general 
population



Individuals 
Disability 
Education 
Act (IDEA)

Sources: Theiss, 2010, National Foster Care Review Coalition, 2010, Parrish, et 
al., 2001, Courtney, et al., 2004, Pecora, et al., 2006, Shinn, 2003, Choice, et al., 
2001, Castrechini, 2009, Burley & Halpern, 2001, Smithgall, et al., 2004



Mental Health Conditions with Significant 
Disparities

• PTSD
• Major Depressive Episode
• Modified Social Phobia
• Panic Disorder
• Generalized Anxiety Disorder 
• Alcohol Dependence
• Bulemia

2019, NCSL



Justice-Involved 
Youth Demographics
(all data from DJJ 2021 
Annual Report)

https://www.ncdps.gov/documents/2021-juvenile-justice-annual-report/open
https://www.ncdps.gov/documents/2021-juvenile-justice-annual-report/open


Delinquency and Undisciplined Complaints Received 
2021



Delinquency and Undisciplined 
Complaints Received 2021



Detention Admissions 2021



YDC Commitments 2021



YDC Commitments 2021



22.40%

50.70%

17.40%

4.70%
3.60%

NC Youth population

Black or African American White

Hispanic/Latino Two or More Races

American Indian or Alaska Native Unknown

Asian Native Hwaiian or Other Pacific Islander

54.62%
30.90%

9.59%

2.52%

Complaints received

Black or African American White

Hispanic/Latino Two or More Races

American Indian or Alaska Native Unknown

Asian Native Hwaiian or Other Pacific Islander
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4.70%
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Black or African American White

Hispanic/Latino Two or More Races

American Indian or Alaska Native Unknown

Asian Native Hwaiian or Other Pacific Islander

65.79%

19.03%

9.82%

3.34%

Detention admissions

Black or African American White

Hispanic/Latino Two or More Races

American Indian or Alaska Native Unknown

Asian Native Hwaiian or Other Pacific Islander
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Detention admissions

Black or African American White

Hispanic/Latino Two or More Races

American Indian or Alaska Native Unknown

Asian Native Hwaiian or Other Pacific Islander
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Black or African American White

Hispanic/Latino Two or More Races

American Indian or Alaska Native Unknown

Asian Native Hwaiian or Other Pacific Islander



22.40%

50.70%

17.40%

4.70%
3.60%

NC Youth population

Black or African American White

Hispanic/Latino Two or More Races

American Indian or Alaska Native Unknown

Asian Native Hwaiian or Other Pacific Islander

65.75%

20.99%

8.29%

3.87%
0.55% 0.55%

YDC commitments

Black or African American White

Hispanic/Latino Two or More Races

American Indian or Alaska Native Unknown



Mental Health 



Mental Health 



Mental Health 
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