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Arrest & Pretrial Release

Authority to Arrest

• Officers have expanded authority make warrantless arrest for certain misdemeanor 
DV offenses, including
• Domestic criminal trespass
• Certain assault offenses if a personal relationship exists under G.S. 50B-1
• Violation of a DVPO

• Officers also may make warrantless arrest for violation of pretrial release condition
• Officer must arrest (with or without warrant) based on PC that person has knowingly 

violated DVPO excluding person from residence or directing person to refrain from 
doing acts in G.S. 50B-3(a)(9)
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48-Hour Rule

When Does 48-Hour Rule Apply?

• Option A
• Offense charged is 
• Domestic criminal 

trespass
OR
• Violation of 50B 

order

• Option B
• The offense charged is 

a covered offense
AND
• The victim is a 

qualifying victim

48-Hour Rule:  Option A
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48-Hour Rule:  Option B

48-Hour Rule:  Option B

• Covered offense includes charges of
• assault
• stalking
• communicating a threat to or
• committing a felony 
• provided in Articles 7B, 8, 10, or 

15 of Chapter 14 
• on a victim

• Qualifying victim
• Spouse or former spouse
• A person with whom the defendant 

lives or has lived as if married
• A person with whom the defendant 

is or has been in a dating 
relationship as defined in G.S. 50B-
1(b)(6)

A Rule, Not a Hold
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G.S. 15A-534.1

AOC-CR-630
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Victims’ Rights

• Apply to:
• Offenses against the person
• Felony property crimes

• Victims have enumerated rights, including right to be present and to be heard at court proceedings
• When a judicial official issues misdemeanor charges based on testimony from a complaining witness, 

must record victim’s contact information on AOC-CR-181B
• Form must be delivered to clerk.
• Clerk must send to DA’s office within 72 hours.
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Sentencing

15A-1382.1

AOC-CR-604D
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G.S. 15A-1343: Probation

AOC-CR-604D

Gun Ownership
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