
Adjudication 
Procedures 



TPRs in Practice
• Trauma-Informed Approaches
• Procedures Are Different

• Rights Are Constitutional and Statutory
• Specific Findings Are Required



HEARING REQUIRED

G.S. 7B-1107
G.S. 7B-1109(e)
G.S. 7B-1105(f) ?



Timing: 90 Days



Continuances 
are disfavored



Pre-Trial Hearing: Can Be Same Day



May order 
examination 

of juvenile or 
parent



Cannot exercise 
jurisdiction 

Pending appeal of A/N/D order



Mandatory Inquiry

Is the parent present? 
Do you have an attorney? 
Do you want an attorney?



Other 
mandatory 
participants 

• Petitioner
• Child’s GAL (if appointed)
• Parent’s GAL (if appointed)



What if parent not present?



Trauma Informed Approaches before 
Hearing?

Scheduling? Courtroom?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I1fGmEa6WnY
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