
Disposition
The Child’s Best Interests



TPRs in Practice
• Trauma-Informed Approaches
• Procedures Are Different

• Rights Are Constitutional and Statutory
• Specific Findings Are Required



Adjudication = Step 1

Proved                
Move to 

Disposition



Disposition = Step 2

As important as adjudication

Immediately or next day (remember 90 day clock)



What’s the Purpose of the TPR?



What are your 
concerns about 
granting TPR?



What are your concerns about denying TPR?



https://adoptioncouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Adoption-by-the-Numbers-2025.pdf



1,303

2022

https://cwoutcomes.acf.hhs.gov/cwodatasite/byState

26.6% of children 
exiting foster care

2,690
waiting



Child Welfare League of America

Average wait
34.7 months

(2021)

Average age:
7.7 

(2020)

Average age of 
adoption

6.2

(2020)

https://www.cwla.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/NorthCarolina-2024.pdf



% children adopted by race



The Hearing
• Informal
• No burden of proof on any party

• Relevant, reliable, necessary 



Authority / Discretion of the Judge



G.S. 7B-1110(a)



Factors



Questions for you

• Rank them in order of priority for you and 
explain why

• What do you want to know for each factor

• Does the factor matter differently if it’s an 
agency vs. private TPR



Did you consider the purpose of the TPR in your discussion?



Questions for you

• What are other relevant factors you want to 
know?

• What are you hearing from parties about 
other relevant factors?



Did you consider the purpose of the TPR in your discussion?



What Findings Do You Have 
to Make?



Decision

Not in Best 
Interests

DENY 
TPR



Decision

Is in Best 
Interests

GRANT 
TPR



TPRs in Practice
• Trauma-Informed Approaches
• Procedures Are Different

• Rights Are Constitutional and Statutory
• Specific Findings Are Required
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