
Commencing 
the TPR



TPRs in Practice
• Trauma-Informed Approaches
• Procedures Are Different

• Rights Are Constitutional and Statutory
• Specific Findings Are Required



How is an action 
commenced?

G.S. 7B-1104



Pleading



Who?

G.S. 7B-1103



Where

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

G.S. 7B-1101

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/North_Carolina
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/




Single court not required

(In re S.W., 298 N.C. App. 39 (2025))



What’s Required?





Minor Parent
• Subject matter jurisdiction to TPR



Sufficiency

Not Exhaustive
What acts, omissions, conditions are at issue





Service

In re S.E.T., 375 N.C. 665 (2020)



Petition •Rule 4

Motion

•Rule 5 if A/N/D 
•Less than 2 y.o.
•Served with summons
•Publication includes TPR

•Otherwise Rule 4
•Judge can order Rule 4 



• Parents
• GOP
• Custodian
• DSS/Child Placing Agency 

(relinquish/placement 
authority)

• 7B-601 GAL (if appointed)

Service on





G.S. 7B-1101

Subject Matter 
Jurisdiction Personal 

Jurisdiction



G.S. 7B-1101

Personal 
Jurisdiction

Can be waived
*publication
In re A.L.I., 380 N.C. 697 (20



Minor Parent
• Not under disability for service
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