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WHY DO WE ORDER VISITATION?
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Because we are required to and because it’s right.



WHY DO WE ORDER VISITATION?

* Required by 7B-905.1 (or the reasons for no visitation)
— Starting at nonsecure custody
— Every order thereafter that continues placement away from parent
— Including grant of custody or guardianship to relative or other

— In person and must specify minimum frequency and duration
— Electronic visitation: In re: K.B, AM.H.,M.S.H.

* Not a substitute for in-person
* Can supplement in-person (50-13.2 requirements)

* Must make findings sufficient to deny visitation to order electronic only
) o o o
* Parents’ constitutional rights

* Children’s need to see their parents

* Children need to see their siblings (if not placed together): 7B-505 and 903.1
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WHEN CAN WE STOP IT?

* Parent has forfeited his/her right to visitation
— Circumstances?
— Child victim in abuse case
— Parent misconduct during visits
— Parent repeatedly misses visits?
* It is in the child’s best interests to deny visitation
— Caution: don’t jeopardize permanence
— Last resort

— Impact on child, parents, the case if visits limited or suspended

* Not for positive drug screen alone




WHAT ARE SOGIAL WORKERS
TAUGHT?
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VISITATION MATTERS
FOR PERMANENCE!









ONLY AT DSS?




* WHOSE DECISION?
* IMPORTANT STEP: MOVING THE NEEDLE.

* RYLANS LAWVISITS: 7B-903.1(c)
— 2 OBSERVATIONS OF AT LEAST AN HOUR
— AT LEAST 7 DAYS APART
— WITHIN 30 DAYS OF DISPOSITION HEARING IF DSS RECOMMENDING
— FOR UNSUPERVISED VISITS OR THP/PHYSICAL CUSTODY
— ONLY REQUIRED ONCE




RYLAN'S LAW VISITS

* WHY HAVE THESEVISITS?

* REQUIRED FINDINGS:

— UNSUPERVISED VISITS
* BEST INTEREST
« MY RECOMMENDATION: IF IN HOME: SAFE HOME
— THP/PHYSICAL CUSTODY
* BEST INTEREST
* RECEIVE PROPER CARE AND SUPERVISION IN SAFE HOME




« 7B-101(19): NOT AT SUBSTANTIAL RISK OF PHYSICAL OR EMOTIONAL ABUSE OR
NEGLECT
— WHAT DOES “SUBSTANTIAL” MEAN
— TRANSITION FROM SUPERVISED TO UNSUPERVISED MAJOR DECISION
— LIFE/DEATH? (NOT SINCE REMOVAL DECISION)
— WHAT DOES DSS LOOK AT?
 SMOKE DETECTORS
 BODIES OF WATER
* GUNS
» AGE-APPROPRIATE SAFETY-PROOFING
« OTHERS




NCJFCI@
SUMMER CONFERENCE

* GOAL: PERMANENCE
* PERMANENCE AFFECTED BY VISITATION
* DOUBLING | HOUR TO 2 HOURS CAN BE SIGNIFICANT

* NHC: 12 MONTH MARK IN TRIAL: 14% INCREASE IN
PERMANENCE IN AYEAR

* TOOK ADDITIONAL RESOURCES, BUT....




BE CREATIVE

* OTHER SUPERVISORS (GET OUT OF THE BUILDING!)
— RELATIVES
— NON-FAMILY RESOURCES
— OTHERS: EVERY FAMILY DIFFERENT
— TIME AND FREQUENCY EXPANSION
* 6 HOURS A DAY TOO MUCH?
* OH,THE LOOKS YOU’LL GET!

* ADVOCATE: THE JUDGE GETS TO SAY!



BE CREATIVE

* How about visits at court
— Families while waiting for cases
— Parents who are incarcerated who are brought to court (my evolution)
— What can you do to facilitate!?
* How about visits at jail/prison? (my evolution)
— Lots of work being done around children of incarcerated parents
— Coastal Horizons Program based in Wake County
* Why is this important?
— Trauma informed

— Tone of the case




BE CREATIVE

* Intensive reunification program in NHC
— Orrigin of the work: reunifying drug addicted moms with their NAS babies
— Historic outcome in similar cases

— Origin of our project
* Bonding is the key
* Key to parent’s recovery

* Key to reunification




INTENSIVE AND INTENTIONAL
VISITATION ALMOST EVERY DAY

CFT E/O WEEK WITH TEAM AND FAMILY
ATTACHMENT V.BONDING

MOTIVATES

RESULTS:
— ~55% TRIAL HOME PLACEMENT IN 5.5 MONTHS
— COMPARETO PERMANENCE IN 12
— GOAL!




SAFE BABY GOURTS (0-3)

The Safe Babies Court Team™ Approach

ZERC TO THREE's SBCT
approach applies the
science of early childhood
development in meeting
the urgent needs of infants
and toddlers and
strengthening their
families.

- is
children birth to three
years of age under court
Jjurisdiction, who are in
foster care or at risk of
removal, and their
families.

. is to advance
the health and well-being
of very young children
and their families, so they
flourish.

. healthy
early childhood
development, support
family resiliency, and
build community capacity
to prevent child abuse
and neglect.
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A state-level team supports
SBCT implementation in states
with multiple sites
The National Eeseurca Center for
the Infamt-Toddler Conrt Frogram
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IMPACT

Children and famRlas that
pErtidpate in SCTS
por la noa bk ber oUbCOes.

Crenr i, SBCTS lead b0
systans Inprovemants and
conmualby-wids banafs.

THE CHALLENGE

¢ Child welfare and depandency court systems
are notdesigned to address the ungent
neads otinfants toddiers and their familiss

»  Riskand prohec thie fac bors are not
adequately addressed




SAFE BABY GOURTS (0-3)

The Safe Babies Court Team ™ (SBCT) Approach: Logic Model

Advancing the Health and Well-Being of Infants, Toddlers, and their Families

ren 0 to 3 under court

foster care or at risk of removal, and their fa

The SBCT approach was designed o address
critical child welfare and dependency court
system problems;

These systems do not address the ugent needs of

infants, toddlers, and their families

B A one-size fits all appmach 15 not responshe 1 he
deveiopmernal nests of Infants and woders of the
COMmpiEX neads of thelr arems

& Infrequent oo hearings and c3se review's |2ad 1o
InsuMMcent oversight and responsheness

B Sysieims are reacive, Faner an [NeVentie

w Lack of sysems-lavel collaborasian and problem-saing
among key sukehoiers, and no eriry of Indiicual
responsibie for leading this effont

& Limied awareness among [udges, atomeys, and child
welfareworkers abour best practices for Infams, woders,
and thelr familles

Risk and protective factors are not adequately addressed
B Senvices and SUpOons are not stengihs- based and oo not
suficlenty bulld parental reslience. sodal comectons
and parenting knowiedge or skils

Farerts are frequentty Sdelined in thelr children's cze
planning, with Imited opportinites o Imprve he
relzsiomship with thelr children

Serfines and suppons that address familes needs are
Inexuitabie and uncoondnaed, leading m Inacresshilly

Serfioes oo ot addness the reasons children come mo
care, including parers” ow history of earty rauma
Seructural dscrimiradon and iImplichk bizs

negadvety aftect familles of CoHL resng
In cisparites and Inegquises

The National Rescurce Center for
the Infant-Toddler Court Program
supports SBCT sives and states
through:

Technical assisante and training
Fadlliaed peer-wo-peer leaming
DpporRInites

Dtz tracking and evaluzdon

AIvanCing policies Fiax promate and
SUSKIN the SBCT appraacn

W

A seave-level team supports SBCT
implementation in states with
multple sitas
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Local communities implement the
SBCT approach. Key individuals
indlude:

¥ Judge

& Commuriky Coordinzeor. A naw,
dedicaed, full-dme poskion

& Childweliane agency dedshon-maker(s]

B Other system stakzholders including
1egal, healih, menel health, earty
Interienton, Exl_"' education and
Care, and other COMMmuniGy parmers
and leagers

SECTs provide structure for inerdisciplinary, collaborative, and
proactive teammwork;

W ol and Chife Welare Leaders: Mooed cross-Sysiem collaboration and drve
Improvemeant STough Naw pracices and policles

® Famiiy T The Communiey Coordinasor, farem, family and other suppons,
CSANOINEY, FUDMAYS, and Sarice providers who work Imenshiely ra address child
and paremn needs

o ACeve Commoly Rar Communi Panners who work colecively soreduce
disparites and advocze for a condnuum of sanvices thar address child abuse and
meqlen: and promoee child and imily heaith and wed-being

As a powerful platform for cross-sector veamwork, SBCTs ansure:

Enhanced Owersight and Collaborative Problem Solving
W ManE Teyiew NEanngs

& Pre-ar Lty TEMiva| Confenences

& Maneily Family Team Mestings

Expedited, Appropriate. and Effective Services
& Yysiematic identificaion of needs drough sCreening and assessment

w Timesy prevention and Intenvendon services for Infanks and aders including
aarlgrlnmm'ldm andwell-child viss

& Timedy mental heai, substance e disedes, el Care, nd fareming
Imervendon servioes and oonTeRs SUppaors

Trauma-Responsive Support
& A COMPESSIONaE In and out of Coun cEMate that BMpOWeErs and values parents in
all Inbzractions and promaoees reslience

W MENOTnNG FEtE60nsips and sHal Suppans for farens

& Frequent, qualiyy E2mily Ume I¥isiason; conto) 1 bulld and swenghen
parern-child atachment

& Concurment lanning tat emphastzes sable, nunuring relatonships for the child

Continuous Guality Improvement

# [iata ks colleced and used s wack SECT Implemenation progress, child and
family DUBCDMES, and SYStE IMEIVEmEs

Children and familles that participate in SBECTs will experience better
DURCOMES:

Artachment relationships ane nurtured and protected:

® (Tildren at risk of remowal remain with ehelr family, 35 possible
 Fewer placement Cranges

& Shofter tme b permanency

w IncTeased reunificasion and other poskive PEMTONENCY CERCDES
= Preventon of repeat (PS5 iInvolvemen sor child andior siblings

® Parents (emaln a par of he chilrs ke, 2 posbie

Ezrty childhood development is on a healthy tradc

& Child s developmen Is Improved

& (Tild has 3 medical home (prevernive pediaric care]

& Injuries due o atuse 3nd Negiect e prarened

Parent protective factors are strengthened:

& Capaciey for numuring, responsive caneghing s improved

m Capaciey 10 Marage sres and Ancdoning (resllience) |s Improved
o Parents know now 0 52k and recelve support when needed

% Parents have supportve reladonships and Increased skils for establishing and
mantaining sodal suppons

Long-Term Impact

Ower time, the sy svems- and cpaciy-building work of SBCTs contributes o

& Increased coondnation and alignment of eay childnood prevertive Serices

» Increased awallabiliey and accessabilly of services that address the soclal devermirants of

heatih
= New pollCies/procedures at the stae of Iocal layel than ensure equitabie senices for
young chiliren and familes

In tum, these improved social and environmental conditions will
contribure o community -wide benafits, including:

o Lower raes of child EII.ISEmI'EEB:t ﬂLIEb:IF(E'IH'I‘IITI
 Reciuced ractal clsparity In S0mer care populations
w Ijroved child and family health and well-being cuscomes



WHY DO WE DO THIS WORK?

* Because permanence for children matters

* Because visitation affects outcomes for children

Because all of our children are all of our children
* And because we care deeply about our role and our work

* And because of who we work for.....
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