
UNC School of Government, July 25, 2025 
 

 

 

 

Court with Original Jurisdiction by Offense Date, Age at Offense, and Offense 
Charged 

Offense 
date 

Original Juvenile Jurisdiction  
(by age at offense) 

Original Criminal Jurisdiction  
(by age at offense) 

Before 
12/1/2019 

Age 6 – 16th birthday: All crimes, 
infractions, and indirect contempt 

Age 16 and over: All offenses 

12/1/2019 – 
11/30/2021 
 
S.L. 2017-57, 
§16D.4.(a) 

Age 6 – 16th birthday: All crimes, 
infractions, and indirect contempt 
Age 16 – 18th birthday: All crimes, 
infractions, and indirect contempt, except 
for Chapter 20 motor vehicle offenses 

Age 16 – 18th birthday: All Chapter 20 motor 
vehicle offenses  
Age 18 and over: All offenses  

12/1/2021 – 
11/30/2024 
 
S.L. 2021-123 
§ 5.(b) 

Age 8 – 10th birthday: Class A – G felonies; 
any offense committed following a 
previous delinquency adjudication 
Age 10 – 16th birthday: All crimes, 
infractions, and indirect contempt 
Age 16 – 18th birthday: All crimes. 
Infractions, and indirect contempt, except 
for Chapter 20 motor vehicle offenses 

Age 16 – 18th birthday: All Chapter 20 motor 
vehicle offenses  
Age 18 and over: All offenses 

12/1/24 – 
present 
 
S.L. 2024-17 
§ 1 

Age 8 – 10th birthday: Class A – G felonies; 
any offense committed following a 
previous delinquency adjudication 
Age 10 – 16th birthday: All crimes, 
infractions, and indirect contempt 
Age 16 – 18th birthday: All crimes, 
infractions, and indirect contempt, except 
for Chapter 20 motor vehicle offenses and 
Class A - E felonies (and their 
transactionally related offenses) 

Age 16 – 18th birthday: Chapter 20 motor 
vehicle offenses and Class A – E felonies 
(and their transactionally related offenses)  
Age 18 and over: All offenses 

https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/SessionLaws/PDF/2017-2018/SL2017-57.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/SessionLaws/PDF/2017-2018/SL2017-57.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/SessionLaws/PDF/2021-2022/SL2021-123.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/SessionLaws/PDF/2021-2022/SL2021-123.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/SessionLaws/PDF/2023-2024/SL2024-17.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/SessionLaws/PDF/2023-2024/SL2024-17.pdf

