
TPR Disposition
By Sara DePasquale

UNC School of Government
sara@sog.unc.edu



Dispositional Hearing

Court may consider any evidence that it finds  
Relevant

Reliable

Necessary to determine best interests



Role of Child’s GAL

Must offer evidence
In re S.D.H., 296 N.C. App. 

392 (2024)

Report admitted 
without formal 

proffer & admission 
In re R.D.L. (p. 37)

BUT, 
In re S.M., 375 N.C. 673 
(2020)



No absolute right to cross examination

In re R.D., 376 N.C. 244 (2020)



G.S. 7B-
1110
Six Factors

1. Age
2. Likelihood of adoption
3. Will TPR aid in accomplishing 

permanent plan
4. Bond between juvenile & parent
5. Quality of relationship between 

juvenile & proposed placement 
provider

6. Any relevant consideration



What is a 
relevant 
factor?

•When there is conflicting evidence 
about that factor

• Best practice: address them all



Court Is Not 
Required to

ØMake finding on all evidence 
presented 

ØState every option it considered



Other Factors:
Not 
Determinative

Availability of Relative 

Child’s Preference

Parent’s Progress on Case Plan



Alternative 
Disposition
In re T.M. (p. 38)

• Guardianship option
• Permanence outweighed 

family connection

• Child’s best interests 
paramount
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