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Things were different 1 year ago…



Advance Child Welfare Certifications!
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Major 
Legislative 
Changes



But first, 
3 cases 
3 takeaways



Stipulations:
One parent cannot bind another 

parent who objects

In re T.C



Unexplained Nonaccidental Injuries 
Neglect of Sibling – Remedy Injurious 
Environment

Implausible 
Explanation

Fail to 
Acknowledge

Insist Did 
Nothing 
Wrong

In re E.H.



Verification 
of Adequate 
Resources

G.S. 7B-906.1(j)
Stable placement 
for 6 consecutive 

months = evidence

(In re A.J.J.)



Major 
Legislative 
Changes



Vast Majority in S.L. 2025-
16 (H612)

Various Effective Dates: 
June 25, 2025; October 1, 2025; April 1, 2026



Resources: On the Civil Side Blog



Subtopics

Child Welfare 
Law Changes

State Review A/N/D Cases RIL Expungement April 2026 
Changes



Subtopics

Child Welfare 
Law Changes

State Review



Reviews of DSS decision

Screen Out 
Review by 
Division

Not File Petition 
Reviewed by 
prosecutor or 

Division



Changes to 7B-302(g)

W/in 2 business 
days, entity notifies 

other

Other entity may 
also decide to 

conduct a review:

Independently or 
together

Review still w/in 20 
days Outcome

Affirm DSS decision

Request law 
enforcement 
investigate.

Direct petition be filed 
(must if 1 entity directs)

Division may direct 
specific action 



Conflict of 
Interest: 
G.S. 7B-302.1

Defines COI

Request another county DSS

If no by 2, Division decides

Can it be managed or not

If not, appoint another county DSS



Conflict of Interest

• Of conflict
• County that takes case
• Constituent concern line at Division

Written notice to P, G, C, C

• May seek COI transfer if DSS not seek transfer
• Constituent concern line at Division

P, G, C, C, juvenile (or representative)



G.S. 7B-400(c) Pre-adjudication 
change of venue

Allows 
substitution of 

petitioner if COI



Subtopics

Child Welfare 
Law Changes

A/N/D Cases



Jurisdiction
Child’s Death

G.S. 7B-201(a)



Definitions
G.S. 7B-101

•Abused juvenile

•Division

•Post-adoption contact 
agreement and order



S.L. 2025-59
July 3, 2025

≠ abuse or neglect



Agency Placement Adoption: G.S. 48-3-203



S.L. 2025-54
Effective July 2, 2025

24

AOC FORMS NOT MODIFIED 
or

NOTATE MODIFIED AND THE 
CHANGES MADE



S.L. 2025-16: Administrative Order
G.S. 7B-502

“The chief district court judge may 
delegate the court’s authority to any 
magistrate…”



G.S. 7B-502

“Each county shall have available at all 
times a judge or delegated magistrate with 
whom the department may request 
nonsecure custody of a juvenile or 
juveniles.”



G.S. 7B-502 
Request for Nonsecure Custody

“…once the action is commenced with 
the filing of a juvenile petition under 
G.S. 7B-405.”



G.S. 7B-508 
Telephonic Communication 

Authorized



G.S. 7B-508

“A copy of the petition shall be 
provided to the judge… by any 
appropriate secure method…”



G.S. 7B-508
Signature/Telephonic Approval 

Name and title of person requesting and receiving 
telephonic approval 

Name and title of judge or magistrate approving order

Signature and title of clerk or magistrate who accepted 
petition for filing

Hour and date of authorization





G.S. 7B-504

“… effective and enforceable after the 
order is signed by a judicial official.”



DSS Placements 

Nonsecure 
7B-505(a)

Disposition
7B-903(a)6)

• Licensed foster 
home/authorized by law

• Facility operated by DSS

• Facility licensed to care for 
juveniles

• DSS approved home (relative, 
nonrelative kin, custody of 
sibling)



Need Court Approval & Designated in Order

•Unlicensed facility

•Facility not licensed to care for 
juveniles



Nonsecure custody to 
nonremoval parent

G.S. 7B-505(a)



Procedures 
related to 
Parties

Removal [7B-401.1(g)]

Intervention [G.S. 7B-401.1(h)]

Rule 17 GAL for minor parent in 
A/N/D (not TPR) [G.S. 7B-602(b)]



Mental Health & 
Hospitalization

G.S. 7B-903.2
G.S. 122C-142.2

• All hospitalizations unless IVC or vol 
admission order in effect

• “hospital discharge criteria”

• Hospital not release unless available 
placement or consent by 7B-505.1 
authority

• Dismissal not preclude $ action



Mental Health & 
Hospitalization

G.S. 7B-903.2
G.S. 122C-142.2

• Rule 4 service

• DHHS not party but may be heard

• Hearing later of w/in 10 days of 
service or next juvenile session

• Defense: hospital failed to 
reasonably cooperate

• Dismissal not preclude $ action



Review Hearings
G.S. 7B-906.1

Custody removed 
at initial 

disposition

Limited basis to 
remove at review

Review: 
12 months, 

then terminate



PERMANENCY 
PLANNING

CONCURRENT 
PLANNING ONLY IF 
REUNIFICATION A 
PERMANENT PLAN

G.S. 7B-906.2



Waive Permanency Planning Hearings



Rylan’s Law Observations: G.S. 7B-903.1(c)

Unsupervised 
visits

Return of 
physical custody

WHICHEVER OCCURS FIRST



7B-903.1(c)
•Physical custody: proper care 

and supervision in a safe 
home 

•Unsupervised visits: in the 
child’s best interests finding

Hearing & Findings



Child 
Support 
and DSS 
custody

No arrearage to 
state when in 
custody of DSS; 
nothing accrues 
[G.S. 50-13.10(d)]

Order if find 
payment in BIC
[G.S. 7B-904(d)]



DSS file motion 
before moving 
juvenile (PPH)

G.S. 7B-906.2(b1)

Not reunification

DSS custody

12 consecutive preceding months

Current caretaker objects

Adoption is a permanent plan

Hearing w/in 30 days; current caretaker opportunity to 
participate

Not apply if abuse or neglect by caretaker



Co-Guardianship and Dissolution
G.S. 7B-600(b), (b2)

Basis to 
terminate

Maintain or 
modify 

co-guardianship

Consider G.S. 7B-
911



GAP and 
KinGAP

G.S. 108A-50.10, -
50.11

10 or older (siblings)

Reunification or adoption not appropriate

6 consecutive months with prospective guardian

Strong attachment to prospective guardian with strong 
commitment to permanently caring for child

If 14, consulted about guardianship

Written agreement: DSS and guardian



Post-Adoption Contact 
Agreement & Order

G.S. 7B-909.2; - 909.3
G.S. 50-13.2B

DSS agree for specific relinquishment

Mediation: parents only

Reviewed by court w/in 2 bus. days of signing

Part of relinquishment

CVD file (confidential)

Terminate upon 18 or emancipated

Not void adoption

Modify or enforce in CVD case



Reinstatement 
of Parental 

Rights

G.S. 7B-1114
• Motion may be filed by a 

… parent whose rights 
have been terminated…



Subtopics

Child Welfare 
Law Changes

RIL Expungement



RIL Expungement
G.S. 7B-325

Placed
on RIL

1 year if 
no 

judicial 
review

5 years if 
judicial 
review

8 years if 
convicted; 

completed; no 
sexual abuse, 
child fatality, 

human 
trafficking



Procedure

District court where report arose

Copy to director

Hearing w/in 45 days or next juvenile session

Burden on petitioner

Relevant, reliable, necessary evidence

Preponderance of the evidence

Little likelihood petitioner would be future perpetrator



Subtopics

Child Welfare 
Law Changes

April 2026 
Changes



April 1, 2026 (on or after)

• G.S. 7B-604 
• Legal Counsel for Department
• Min. 6 hours training
• Division with directors/attorneys establish ongoing training & practice 

standards



Signature on Petitions

Director and 
attorney or

Director attest 
attorney 
reviewed



Is it subject matter 
jurisdiction?

In re T.R.P., 360 N.C. 588 (2006)



15 Minute Break
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