
Child’s Involvement



Child’s Involvement 
in Court Case

Subject of the Action Party Other



Not Unique to A/N/D

Mandatory Court Involvement
• Delinquency
• Undisciplined
• Emancipation
• Judicial Waiver
• Judicial Review of 

Psychiatric Admission
• Adoption (12+ unless waive)
• Subpoena (e.g., victim of 

crime)
• Parentage (genetic testing)

Optional Court Involvement
• Voluntary witness

– Chapter 50 custody
– DVPO
– Other actions

• Attendance only
– Lack of child care



Purpose of Juvenile Code

7B-100 7B-900
What 

Does It 
Say 

about 
the 

Child?



Children’s Rights

Procedural Substantive

Chapter 2.3.C 
& Throughout



Represented by a 
G.S. 7B-601 GAL

Team
– Volunteer
– Staff
– Attorney 

Advocate



Best Interests 
Representation



AOC-J-207



MUST IF ABUSE OR 
NEGLECT

MAY IF DEPENDENCY ONLY



Conflict of Interest

Member of the 
district bar*

Dual 
appointment





Duties

Investigate
Investigate to determine 
facts, needs, resources

Follow up
Follow up investigations to 
ensure court orders being 
followed

Report
Report to court when 
juvenile’s needs not met

Relay
Relay child’s express 
preference to court*



Duties

Protect Protect  juvenile’s rights 
throughout proceedings

Facilitate Facilitate settlement of 
disputes

Offer Offer evidence and examine 
witnesses at adjudication

Explore Explore options at 
dispositional hearings



Information

Access to what 
determine relevant  

(court order)

Confidential and 
not subject to 

discovery



Must receive evidence at 
disposition

In re S.D.H., 296 NC App 392 (2024)



Statutory Review: Procedural Rights



Guardian ad litem

Is it always sufficient by itself?



What does it mean to be a party?

• Receive notice
• Opportunity to be heard
• File pleadings/request relief
• Offer evidence/examine witnesses
• Facilitate settlement
• Appeal

Dependent Child: How do they participate?



G.S. 7B-601(a) 
Duties listed, including BIC 

In re J.C.-B., 276 N.C. App. 180 (2021)

Best 
Interest Express 

Preference



KIDS


2018

Blues

70.944





KIDS



Recognition of Older Youth Preference
You determine the weight





Age Out

• Do you recognize it?



What about other 
events?



What’s Happening Outside of Court?

• Observe/Interview child (7B-303(a))
– Possible police interview (7B-307)

• Removal possibly
• School change possibly (ESSA)
• Counseling


2018

Blues

40.488





Youth Involvement 
in Case Planning

• NC Policy: member of Child & Family Team 
• Mandatory under federal law at age 14 

– Plan developed in consultation with child
– Teen’s option, up to 2 members of case planning 

team chosen by teen (not foster parent or case 
worker)

– 1 of those designated as teen’s advisor/advocate re: 
reasonable and prudent parent standard



KIDS


2018

Blues

75.432





KIDS



When Else May a 
Child Need to 
Participate?

Chapter 11.2 Child Witnesses



Keep KIDS in Mind

User friendly courtroom tips

Prioritize the day’s 
court calendar

What Else Can You Do?



Benchcard
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