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Did the officer seize the defendant?

1. Law-enforcement officers set up a driver’s license checkpoint on a two lane city street (one
lane in each direction). The officers were checking licenses at the checkpoint, but there is also
evidence that the real purpose of the checkpoint was to look for drugs. One of the officers,
Officer Jones, sees a car turn into a side street just before the checkpoint and begins following
the car. The driver pulls into an apartment complex and parks. Jones pulls his car into the lot and
approaches the defendant. Jones asks the defendant what he’s doing, and the defendant replies
in a slurred voice that he lives at the complex, which turns out to be true. Jones smells an
overpowering odor of alcohol about the defendant and directs him to perform various field
sobriety tests. The defendant does poorly, and Jones arrests him for driving while impaired. The
defendant later blows a .26.

What is your theory for suppressing the evidence of defendant’s impairment?

What evidence or lack of evidence would support your theory?
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Did the officer seize the defendant?
Did the officer have grounds for the seizure?

2. Anunidentified person calls the police from his cell phone. He describes a car and its license
plate and the general appearance of a man with long blond hair as the driver. He says that the
car was weaving. The caller says he thinks the driver is drunk. Officer Connor receives a dispatch
and pulls the car over. During the course of the stop, Connor discovers evidence that the driver
is impaired and arrests him for impaired driving.

What is your theory for suppressing the evidence of defendant’s impairment?

What evidence or lack of evidence would support your theory?



Did the officers seize the defendant?
Did the officers have grounds for the stop?
Did the officers act within the scope of the seizure?

3. Drug officer Jones is driving an unmarked car in an area where drug activity is common. He
sees an African American man, Harold Bryant, driving a fancy car slowly through the
neighborhood and stops him for not wearing a seat belt. The officer asks Bryant whether he can
search his car. The officer will swear that Bryant freely gave his consent. A search of the car
uncovers marijuana, and the officer arrests Bryant for that offense.

What is your theory for suppressing the marijuana?

What evidence or lack of evidence would support your theory?



Did the officer seize the defendant?

Did the officer have grounds for the seizure?
Did the officer act within the scope of the stop?
Did the officer have grounds to search?

4. Officer Smith clocks a car traveling 58 in a 45-mile per hour zone. Jones turns on his blue
light, and the driver pulls over to the side of the road. The officer approaches the car, directs the
driver and passengers to step out of the car, inspects the car for weapons, and pats each person
down. While patting down the defendant, who was one of the passengers, Smith feels a small
bottle in the defendant’s right pants pocket and hears a rattling noise. Smith removes and opens
the bottle and sees what he believes to be a few rocks of hashish. Laboratory analysis confirms
that the substance was 1/10 of an ounce of hashish.

What is your theory for suppressing the hashish?

What evidence or lack of evidence would support your theory?



