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PROCEDURE FOR 
ENTERING A PLEA 

Before accepting a 
plea agreement, the 
court must be satisfied 
that the defendant 
understands his or her 
rights, and that his or 
her decision to plead 
guilty is knowing and 
voluntary.
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OPEN PLEA 
AGREEMENT

DEFENDANT AGREES TO PLEAD 
GUILTY TO A CHARGE WITHOUT 
NEGOTIATING A SENTENCE WITH THE 
PROSECUTOR. THE SENTENCE IS LEFT 
IN THE DESCRETION OF THE PRESIDNG 
SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE. 



WHAT CLASS FELONY 
IS YOUR CLIENT 
PLEADING TO? 

WHAT IS YOUR 
CLIENT’S RECORD 
LEVEL? 



AGGRAVATING 
FACTORS 



MITIGATING 
FACTORS 



THINGS TO CONSIDER BEFORE DOING AN 
OPEN PLEA? 

DOES YOUR CLIENT 
UNDERSTAND THE PROS AND 

CONS TO DOING AN OPEN 
PLEA? 

IF THE PROSECUTOR HAS 
OFFERED A PLEA OFFER WITH A 
STRUCTURED SENTENCE, WHAT 
IS THE LIKELIHOOD OF GETTING 
A BETTER SENTENCE FOR YOUR 

CLIENT VIA OPEN PLEA? 



WHO IS YOUR CLIENT? 

EMPLOYMENT 
HISTORY

FAMILY 
HISTORY

FAMILY 
SUPPORT

COMMUNITY 
SUPPORT

MENTAL 
HEALTH 
HISTORY

MENTAL 
HEALTH 

TREAMENT
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TREATMENT

AGE OF YOUR 
CLIENT 

CRIMINAL 
RECORD 
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CHARACTER 
WITNESSES 



NEW LAW 
ALERT!!!



ANY QUESTIONS?

CONTACT INFORMATION
Doby & Griffis, Attorneys at Law

110 West Elm Street
Graham, North Carolina 
www.dobygriffislaw.com
ray@dobygriffislaw.com

336-221-8900
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