National Judicial Institute on Domestic Violence

Enhancing Judicial Skills in Domestic Violence Cases

Rule-making: Identifying the Rules

The following questions are examples of inquiries that can help elicit information about rulemaking:

1. We all fight at home. What happens when you and your partner fight?

2. Do you do anything differently because of the consequences of a fight?

3. What happens when your partner does not get his way?

4. Do you ever feel afraid?

5. How will he react if…?

6. Has your partner ever put his hands on you against your will, or forced you to do something you didn’t want to do

7. Has your partner ever prevented you from leaving the house, seeing friends, getting a job, or continuing your education?

8. Does your partner criticize you or your children often?

9. Is it hard for you to have relationships with friends or relatives because your partner disapproves of, argues with, or criticizes them?

10. Does your partner make it hard for you to keep a job or go to school?

11. Does your partner withhold money from you?

12. Has your partner ever prevented you from leaving the house, seeing friends, getting a job, or continuing your education?
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