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Topics

• Which system for which offenses at age 16 and 17?

• Movement of cases between juvenile and criminal court

• Potential magistrate involvement in posting bond after transfer 
of cases from juvenile to criminal court

• Place of pretrial confinement for youth under age 18

• Magistrate role in filing juvenile petitions



Original Jurisdiction



Age at 
offense

Offense 
charged

System 
with 

original 
jurisdiction



Absolute Age Boundaries

• Never delinquency jurisdiction
• Possible vulnerable juvenile

Under 8 at 
time of offense

• Criminal jurisdiction only 
Over 17 at 

time of offense



Delinquency 
jurisdiction for 
all offenses from 
ages 10 – 15

(age 13 – 15 
could have a 
disqualifying 
previous criminal 
conviction)



Offenses at 16 & 17

Delinquency jurisdiction 
for all offenses EXCEPT 
1) Chapter 20 motor 
vehicle offenses
2) Class A – E felonies 
AND their transactionally 
related offenses

G.S. 7B-1501(7)b.



New Law of Juvenile Jurisdiction (offenses at age 13+)

Original Juvenile 
Jurisdiction

All non-Ch. 20 
F – I felonies at 

16/17

All non-Ch. 20 
misdemeanors 

at 16/17

All offenses at 
13 - 15

Original Criminal 
Jurisdiction

All Chapter 20 
offenses at 

16/17

All A – E 
felonies at 

16/17
Offenses committed on 
or after 12/1/24



Any new offense after a 
criminal conviction is subject 
to criminal jurisdiction, UNLESS 
the previous conviction was a 
chapter 20 misdemeanor that 
did not involve impaired 
driving 
G.S. 7B-1604(b)



Other Exceptions to juvenile jurisdiction

G.S 7B-1501(17), -1604(a)

No juvenile 
jurisdiction

Emancipated

Armed 
servicesMarried



Cases That Begin with Criminal Procedure

Offenses 12/1/19-
11/30/2024
• Chapter 20 offenses at 16/17
• Once an adult cases
• Other exceptions

Beginning with offenses on 
12/1/24
• Chapter 20 offenses at 16/17
• Once an adult cases
• Other exceptions
• Class A – E felonies at 16/17 and their 

transactionally related offenses



Transfer/Remand/Removal Categories

• Class A at 13-15Mandatory

• Class F – G at 16, 17Mandatory, 
prosecutor can decline

• Class B1-I at 13-15
• Class H, I at 16, 17 

Discretionary

• Any case that was transferredRemand Possible

• Class A – E at 16, 17Removal Possible



If Transfer Ordered

MUST SET BOND IMMEDIATE APPEAL TO 
SUPERIOR COURT*

FINGERPRINTING 
REQUIRED

G.S. 7B-2204 G.S. 7B-2603 G.S. 7B-2201
*only for discretionary transfers 
beginning with offenses on 12/1/24



AOC-CR-922



10-Day Appeal 
Window
Dispelling Transfer 
Confusion: 10-Day 
Appeal Window, 
Orders for Arrest
https://civil.sog.unc.edu/d
ispelling-transfer-
confusion-10-day-appeal-
window-orders-for-arrest/



Key Points

Criminal matter under jurisdiction of the superior 
court

CRS numbers can and should be manually generated

No orders for arrest based on returned indictment



Pre-trial Secure Confinement

Under juvenile 
jurisdiction

In juvenile 
detention

Transferred to 
Superior Court

Under 18 – 
juvenile 

detention

18 and over - 
jail

Original criminal 
jurisdiction (Ch. 20 
at 16/17 or once an 

adult)

Under 18 – 
juvenile 

detention

18 and over - 
jail



Juvenile Petitions

Authority for magistrate to draw and verify 
petition and accept it for filing when:

1.Office of the Clerk is closed

2.Court counselor requests a petition

3.Secure or nonsecure custody order sought
     

     G.S.7B-1804(b)



Secure Custody Orders

MUST be authorized by a district court judge or 
court counselor (if delegated by a local 
administrative order)

Magistrate is the person who receives 
telephonic approval





Contact Info

Jacqui Greene
UNC SOG
919-966-4327
greene@sog.unc.edu

mailto:greene@sog.unc.edu
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