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Structured 
Sentencing

Jamie Markham
Associate Professor of Public Law and Government

 Offenses committed on/after Oct. 1, 1994

 Applies to most felonies and misdemeanors

 Excludes:
– First‐degree murder

– Drug trafficking

– DWI

– Health control measures

Structured Sentencing

 Fiscal Year 2016
– 28,593 felony sentences

– 98,360 misdemeanor sentences

Structured Sentencing

SOURCE: N.C. Sentencing and Policy Advisory Commission 
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G.S. 15A‐1340.17
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Anatomy of the Grid
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Cocaine possession

Breaking or entering

Possession of firearm by felon

Indecent liberties with children

AWDWISI

Armed robbery

Habitual felon

Second‐degree murder

Rape/sexual offense

First‐degree murder
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Terms of Imprisonment

Aggravated Range and
Mitigated Range

Agg. Mitig.
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Aggravated/Mitigated Sentences

Dispositional Options

Community
Probation or 
just a fine

Intermediate
Supervised probation that 
may include a split sentence 
or drug treatment court

Active
Prison
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Dispositional Options

Sentence dispositions

Sentence dispositions

202

9

3,648
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Exercise 1

Offense:  Common Law Robbery
PRL: III
No aggravating or mitigating factors

Plea agreement calls for ACTIVE sentence

Sentence of imprisonment
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Sentence of imprisonment

Min‐Max?

Sentence of imprisonment

13   14   15   16   17

Class F‐I felonies:
Max = (120% *Min.) + 9

14 26

14‐26 months, 
Active
9 months PRS

Served in Division of Adult Correction 
(prison)
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What does it mean?

What does the sentence mean?

YouTube: Sentencing Whiteboard

What does the sentence mean?
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0 14 2617

Last 9 months

Imprisonment PRS

Earned Time

Exercise 2

Offense:  Armed Robbery 
PRL: I
No aggravating or mitigating factors
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Sentence of imprisonment

Class B1‐E maximum 
sentences
(sex offender max in 
parentheses)

51‐74 months, 
Active
12 months PRS

Served in Division of Adult Correction 
(prison)

Had it been a sex crime…
51‐122 months, 
Active
60 months PRS

Served in Division of Adult Correction 
(prison)
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PROBATIONARY SENTENCES

Exercise 3

Offense:  Felony Larceny
PRL: II
No aggravating or mitigating factors

Plea agreement calls for probation
with a “split sentence”
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Sentence of imprisonment

6‐17 months,
Suspended

How long on probation?
Under what conditions?
Split sentence?

Period of probation

 Default ranges for felonies

– Community:  Between 12 and 30 months

– Intermediate: Between 18 and 36 months

 May be longer or shorter with findings

 Maximum length (with findings) is 60 months
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Regular

Special

Community and Intermediate

Intermediate‐only 
Conditions

Default 
Intermediate
Conditions

Conditions of probation

Special probation (split sentence)

 Jail/prison confinement for up to ¼ the 
maximum imposed sentence of imprisonment

– EXAMPLE:  6‐17 month suspended sentence

Maximum permissible split sentence?

4.25 months

 May be noncontinuous (e.g., weekends)

– Must be in jail if noncontinuous

– Must be complete within 2 years of conviction

6‐17 months,
Suspended

How long on probation? 24 months
Under what conditions? Regular
Split sentence? 30 days, jail
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Sentencing multiple convictions

 Consolidated sentences
– All convictions sentenced together may be consolidated 
into one sentence for the most serious offense

 Concurrent sentences
– If judgments are silent, sentences run concurrently

 Consecutive sentences
– One sentence begins at the expiration of another

– Mandatory for certain crimes (although not required 
for crimes sentenced simultaneously)

Exercise 4

Two Felony Larceny Convictions
Class H / Level I
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Questions?


