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Tips for Writing a Final Argument

FIND AN OPENING HOOK

START WITH A SCENE

AVOID LEGAL LANGUAGE

DO NOT WRITE AS IF YOU ARE GIVING A LECTURE. YOU ARE WRITING PERSUASIVELY TO DECISION
MAKERS

BLOCK YOUR ARGUMENTS OFF OF YOUR THEORY

ORGANIZE YOUR ARGUMENTS OFF OF YOUR THEORY AND DETERMINE THE ORDER OF THE ARGUMENTS

DECIDE WHAT TESTIMONY CAME UP AT TRIAL THAT YOU WANT TO HIGHLIGHT IN FINAL. DECIDE WHEN
IN FINAL YOU WANT TO INSERT IT.

USE DEMONSTRATIVE EVIDENCE/VISUAL AIDS

WORK ON CRAFTING YOUR LANGUAGE

USE TRILOGIES

REPEAT YOUR THEME

TELL TWO STORIES.

Not about the case but about what really is

Relate facts of the case but in story fashion

HAVE A BETTER STORY

BE A BETTER STORY TELLER

FIND A CLOSING HOOK
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Tips for Delivering a Final Argument

ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR CLIENT

DEFINITELY USE VISUAL AIDS�PowerPoint, diagrams, maps, something . . . .

REFER TO AND HANDLE ALL ADMITTED EXHIBITS�either they help you or discard them because they
are of no relevance or miss the point or do not go to guilt

1. ASSERT YOUR CLIENT�S INNOCENCE

2. THEME�say it once early and once late

3. THEORY�say nothing that is inconsistent with your THEORY

4. GENRE�one and only

5. WHAT IS NOT AT ISSUE?

6. WHAT IS AT ISSUE?

7. HUMANIZE YOUR CLIENT

8. HUMANIZE YOURSELF. BE CREDIBLE WITH THE JURY

9. CONSIDER TELLING TWO STORIES

A story with a moral
The story of innocence in this case

10. DECIDE WHAT FACTS YOU MUST MENTION

11. CONSIDER REFERENCE TO THE INSTRUCTIONS

12. POSE A QUESTION FOR THE PROSECUTOR THAT HE/SHE CANNOT POSSIBLY ANSWER

13. REMIND THE JURY THAT YOU GET ONE FINAL ARGUMENT AND THE GOVERNMENT GETS TWO IF YOU
ARE IN A STATE WHERE THE GOVERNMENT GOES TWICE

14. BE TOTALLY HONEST

15. BE SINCERE

16. ARGUE WITH PASSION

17. LET EXPERIENCES IN EVERY PHASE OF YOUR LIFE ENRICH AND IMPROVE YOUR ARGUMENTS

























A Word About Storytelling:




