
Lab Report Checklist
Reviewing the Report
· Is it a Full or Ad Hoc (DA customized) Report?
· Read Communication Logs and “Review History” to look for disagreement between analyst and reviewer. Are there any rescinded reports? Why?
· Read the top and bottom of the page to understand what graphs are showing. 
· Was a blank or negative control run immediately before the evidence sample?
· Look for notations like “out of range,” “manual integration,” “outlier,” “re-run” or any handwritten notes.
· Check the dates/times of testing, quality control, and report writing – does it make sense?
Analyst Issues
· Who is going to testify? Do you have a substitute analyst issue?
· Did the testifying analyst run the tests that are reported? Look for their initials on the graphs/data. 
· Review the analyst’s CV
1. Are they certified in their discipline (by American Board of Criminalistics or other)? 
2. How much experience do they have testifying in this field?
· Get the analyst’s Quality Records/Corrective Actions (Lab will require protective order)
Contact for a case consultation:	Sarah Olson	sarah.r.olson@nccourts.org
	IDS Forensic Resource Counsel	919-354-7217
