
 

Roadmap for scientific validity under  

Rule 702 (prongs 2 and 3)/PCAST Report 
 

Is the technique 
foundationally valid? 

702 Prong 2 

Is the technique valid as 
applied? 

702 Prong 3 

 

Is the analyst capable 
of applying a method 
reliably and did they 

do so? 

Is the reporting 
scientifically 

valid? 

How are results 
documented? 

Adequate 
reporting 
language? 

Adequate 
written 

procedures 

Exposure to 
biasing 

information? Linear (not 
circular) 
analysis 

Proficiency 
testing 

Is there a reproducible 
and consistent 
procedure? 

 

Are there empirical 
measurements from 
multiple independent 
studies of (a) the method’s 
false positive rate and (b) 
the method’s sensitivity? 

 

Sufficiently 
large sample 

size 

Samples are 
representative 

of casework 

Double 
blind 

Protocol 
specified in 

advance 

Neutral study 
administrator  

Reviewable 
data 

Multiple studies 
reach same 
conclusion 


