
Orders 
Appeals
Jurisdiction



TPRs in Practice
• Trauma-Informed Approaches
• Procedures Are Different

• Rights Are Constitutional and Statutory
• Specific Findings Are Required



Timing

90 DAYS 30 DAYS



Entered: Rule 58

In Writing Signed by Judge Filed by Clerk



Grant or Deny

ConclusionFindingsEvidence



Authority / Discretion of the Judge



By clear and 
convincing 
evidence…



What’s the Rule?

Petition 
Allegations

Findings of 
Fact



Make Actual Findings



Address All the Alleged 
Grounds



Address Best Interests



What’s the effect of a TPR?



Jurisdiction may continue… Post-TPR 
hearings



On Appeal 
Standard of Review
Question of Law:

1.  de novo review

Adjudication:

1. Are findings supported by clear, cogent, and 
convincing evidence?

2. Do the findings support the conclusions?

Disposition:

1. Did the court abuse its discretion? 

2. Did the court act within its authority? 

3. Did the court make sufficient findings about relevant 
factors?



Common Issues on Appeal

ConclusionFindingsEvidence



Remand on 
Best 
Interests 



Tips on 
handling 

difficult TPRs



TPRs in Practice
• Trauma-Informed Approaches
• Procedures Are Different

• Rights Are Constitutional and Statutory
• Specific Findings Are Required
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