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Roadmap
Who I am

Relationships are Key

Use Your Resources

Don’t be Afraid to Try



Who I am

• 2010 Graduate of Norman 
Adrian Wiggins School of Law 
at Campbell University
• Wanted to be a prosecutor or 

an insurance defense lawyer
• Now practices criminal and 

juvenile defense and plaintiff’s 
personal injury



Relationships are Key



Absent your client, who is the most 
important person in delinquency court?
• Clerk?
• Judge?
• Juvenile Court Counselor?
• Parent?
• Prosecutor?



Find out what 
makes them tick
• This is people 

work – not the 
stuff you learned 
in law school
• Do your job and 

earn their trust



• Clerk
• Be on time, be prepared, do paperwork if you can.

• Judge
• Be knowledgeable and trustworthy – use your resources!

• Juvenile Court Counselor
• Why do they do what they do?

• Prosecutor
• Make sure they know you are prepared and they’ll never outwork you.

• Parents
• Believe in their children, even when they don’t.



Use Your Resources



Juvenile Defender Manual
• https://defendermanuals.sog.unc.edu/defender-manual/7

https://defendermanuals.sog.unc.edu/defender-manual/7
https://defendermanuals.sog.unc.edu/defender-manual/7
https://defendermanuals.sog.unc.edu/defender-manual/7
https://defendermanuals.sog.unc.edu/defender-manual/7


Office of the Juvenile Defender
• www.ncjuveniledefender.org



www.forensicresources.org



IDS – Private Investigator Directory
• www.ncids.org/private-investigator-directory



Story Time





www.forensicresources.org
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Make Sure it is Ex Parte





Fact Investigators are Priceless

• Find a good one.
• Set the ground rules.
• Let them work.
• Examples

• 15 year old charged with First Degree Murder in Goldsboro
• 17 year old charged with First Degree Murder in Kinston



The Case



G.S. 7B-3001(c)

•All records and files maintained by the Division 
pursuant to this Chapter shall be withheld from 
public inspection. The following persons may 
examine and obtain copies of the Division records 
and files concerning a juvenile without an order of 
the court:
• (1)  The juvenile and the juvenile's 

attorney;



















Questions?


