
Pretrial and 
Preliminary Hearings



TPRs in Practice
• Trauma-Informed Approaches
• Procedures Are Different

• Rights Are Constitutional and Statutory
• Specific Findings Are Required



Preliminary 
Hearings:
The Specials



Unknown Parent



Infant Safe 
Surrender



Pre-Trial Hearing
May be combined with adjudicatory hearing



GAL for 
Juvenile
G.S. 7B-1108
G.S. 7B-601





AOC-J-207





GAL for Parent

• Incompetency



Minor Parent
• Attorney and Rule 17 GAL



AOC-J-206



Procedures not in statute 

In case law



Divests Parent of Rights

Must be Present at all Hearings



Other 
Issues?

• Paternity
• Change in venue
• Discovery
• Motion in Limine
• Language interpreter



What 
Federal 

Laws 
Apply?

Indian Child Welfare 
Act

Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act



Did we miss 
anything that 
comes up in 
your court?
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