
 
 
 

SOME SAMPLE LIFE EXPERIENCE VOIR DIRE QUESTIONS 
 
 
A. Race 
 

1. “Tell us about the most serious incident you ever saw where someone was 
treated badly because of their race.” 
 

2. “Tell us about the worst experience you or someone close to you ever had because 
someone stereotyped you because of your (race, gender, religion, etc.). 
 

3. Tell us about the most significant interaction you have ever had with a person of 
a different race. 
 

4. Tell us about the most difficult situation where you, or someone you know, stereotyped 
someone, or jumped to a conclusion about them because of their (race, gender, religion) and  
turned out to be wrong. 
 
B. Alcohol/Alcoholism 
 

1. “Tell us about a person you know who is a wonderful guy when sober, but 
changes into a different person when they’re drunk.” 
 

2. “Share with us a situation where you or a person you know of was seriously 
affected because someone in the family was an alcoholic.” 
 
C. Self-Defense 
 

1. Tell me about the most serious situation you have ever seen where someone had no 
choice but to use violence to defend themselves (or someone else). 
 

2. Tell us about the most frightening experience you or someone close to you had when 
they were threatened by another person. 
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3. Tell us about the craziest thing you or someone close to you ever did out of fear. 
 

4. Tell us about the bravest thing you ever saw someone do out of fear. 
 

5. Tell us about the bravest thing you ever saw someone do to protect another person. 
 
D. Jumping to Conclusions 
 

1. Tell us about the most serious mistake you or someone you know has ever made 
because you jumped to a snap conclusion. 
 
E. False Suspicion or Accusation 
 

1. Tell us about the most serious time when you or someone close to you was accused 
of doing something bad that you had not done. 
 

2. Tell us about the most difficult situation you were ever in, where it was your word 
against someone else’s, and even though you were telling the truth, you were afraid that no 
one would believe you. 
 

3. Tell us about the most serious incident where you or someone close to you mistakenly 
suspected someone else of wrongdoing 

 
F. Police Officers Lying/Being Abusive 

 
1. Tell us about the worst encounter you or anyone close to you has ever had with a law 

enforcement officer. 
 

2. Tell us about the most serious experience you or a family member or friend had with 
a public official who was abusing his authority. 
 

3. Tell us about the most serious incident you know of where someone told a lie, not 
for personal gain, but because they thought it would ultimately bring about a fair result. 
 
G. Lying 
 

1. Tell us about the worst problem you ever had with someone who was a liar. 
 

2. Tell us about the most serious time that you or someone you know told a lie to get out 
of trouble. 
 

3. Tell us about the most serious time that you or someone you know told a lie out of 
fear. 
 

4. Tell us about the most serious time that you or someone you know told a lie to protect 
someone else. 
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5. Tell us about the most serious time that you or someone you know told a lie out of 
greed. 
 

6. Tell us about the most difficult situation you were ever in where you had to 
decide which of two people were telling the truth. 
 

7. Tell us about the most serious incident where you really believed someone was telling 
the truth, and it turned out they were lying. 
 

8. Tell us about the most serious incident where you really believed someone was lying, 
and it turned out they were telling the truth. 
 
H. Prior Convictions/Reputation 
 

1. Tell us about the most inspiring person you have known who had a bad history or 
reputation and really turned himself around. 
 

2. Tell us about the most serious mistake you or someone close to you every made by 
judging someone by their reputation, when that reputation turned out to be wrong. 
 
I. Persuasion/Gullibility/Human Nature 
 

1. Tell us about the most important time when you were persuaded to believe that 
you were responsible for something you really weren’t responsible for. 
 

2. Tell us about the most important time when you or someone close to you was 
persuaded to believe something about a person that wasn’t true. 
 

3. Tell us about the most important time when you or someone close to you was 
persuaded to believe something about yourself that wasn’t true. 
 
J. Desperation 
 

1. Tell us about the most dangerous thing you or someone you know did out of 
hopelessness or desperation. 
 

2. Tell us about the most out-of-character thing you or someone you know ever did out 
of hopelessness or desperation. 
 

3. Tell us about the worst thing you or someone you know did out of hopelessness or 
desperation. 
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