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District Court at 50

By Jim Drennan
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In 1970 

In 2015‐16
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Judicial Districts, 1960-2000

• 1960 – Thirty for all purposes

o Six one‐county districts, two seven‐county

• 2015

o District Court – 44 districts for elections
o District Court – 41 for administration
o 15 one‐county districts; two seven‐county
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Judicial Districts, 1960-2000

• 1960
o Largest – 272,000 (Mecklenburg)
o Smallest – 73,000 (1st, 6th, and 24th)
o Ratio – 4/1
o Average size – 151,871

• 2015 (estimated)
o Largest – 1.034 million (26th), 1.024 million (10th)
o Smallest  – 62,000 (9A); 60,700 (20A)
o Ratio – 17/1
o Average size – 228,000
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Judges Looked Different
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So Do Court Users
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Me in 1974
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It was a time of movements
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Society Changed
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IV‐D

7B

So Did the Laws



14

And there was still crime (and traffic)

Discretion
1970
69%

2015
low 30’s

Class H and I
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Courts, judge’s roles changed too
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The Fishbowl Gets Bigger
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And Elections Are Never Far Away
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Current Challenges

• Technology support
• Changing roles and norms for lawyers

o 23,100 and 6124
• Access

o Lawyers
o Interpreters

• Local funding and uniformity challenges
o Jurisdiction
o Programs

• Maintaining judicial independence and public confidence
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It’s in your hands. 
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It’s not really new

• (39) No free man shall be seized or imprisoned, or stripped of his 
rights or possessions, or outlawed or exiled, or deprived of his 
standing in any way, nor will we proceed with force against him, or 
send others to do so, except by the lawful judgment of his equals or 
by the law of the land.

• + (40) To no one will we sell, to no one deny or delay right or justice.
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Justice is the end of 

government. It is the 

end of civil society. 

It ever has been and 

ever will be pursued 

until it be obtained, 

or until liberty be 

lost in the pursuit. 

Or Ever Finished

No. 51
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Celebrate.NCcourts.org


