
Meredith Norris Vuotto

Lawyer by day, cuisine & wine connoisseur by night, juggling my a.d.d. 

like a circus act while keeping my restaurateur Italian husband in line, 

and my clients’ expectations managed - multitasking is my cardio!

I’ve been with the PD’s office one year - we are a new office 

under the leadership of Chief Janna Allison for the past year.

I have only ever practiced criminal defense, and specialized in 

license restoration while in private practice, and can’t stop helping 

clients holistically, instead of one charge at a time. It is the most 

gratifying thing in the world to be the last piece of the puzzle helping 

people’s life get back on track after sometimes decades without a 
license.

I love all sorts of animals and have too many to count: cats, 
my Afghan Hound Barbie, fish, frogs, parakeets, finches, canaries, 

Ricarda the raccoon, chickens, a majorly huge turkey named Steven, 

dozens of deer, and a skunk that has decided to make a permanent 

home with me.

I'm A Tar Heel Born, I'm A Tar Heel Bred.
And When I Die, I'm A Tar Heel Dead.

So It's Rah-Rah, Car'lina-'lina!
Rah-Rah, Car'lina-'lina!
Rah-Rah, Car'lina-'lina!

Rah, Rah, Rah!
meredith.n.vuotto@nccourts.org
828-454-6564



Driving Record Refresher 

and all things DMV

Special thanks to my colleague APD Rhonda Laorr for making the 

presentation really POP!!! 



Every DA be asking :

Why doesn’t your 

client have their 

license back yet? 









One in Wake County!!



















Seriously you guys, this is 

going to be fun!!!

Welcome To The Best Hour 

Of Your Life!!!  Learning 

About All Things Related To 

DMV…



Ooops – how did that get in there?



What Are Moving Violations 

In North Carolina?

A. Violations while operating a motor vehicle are listed in: 

Https://www.Ncleg.Net/enactedlegislation/statutes/ht

ml/bysection/chapter_20/gs_20-16.Html

A. But many other offenses are listed throughout Chapter 20

B. And there are violations that are neither motor vehicle 

offenses or moving offenses – this is your goal in pleading to 

stop further suspensions and get a PERM client in a position 
to be eligible for a hearing (page 8 of electronic handout).

C. Convictions either result in points or suspensions

D. Driver’s license points vs. Insurance points

https://www.ncleg.net/enactedlegislation/statutes/html/bysection/chapter_20/gs_20-16.Html
https://www.ncleg.net/enactedlegislation/statutes/html/bysection/chapter_20/gs_20-16.Html




Revocations & 
Suspensions – multiple 

suspensions run like clocks on an airport wall



Revocations & Suspensions

Mandatory Revocations § 20-17 

Indefinite Suspensions § 20-24.14 

Revocations For FTAs And FTCs

For FTAs And FTCs Request For Relief 
From Fines - AOC-CR-415, and 
AOC-CR-345, Application And Order For 
Limited Driving Privilege - Failure To 
Comply Revocation

 Suspensions For DWLR

 Suspension Times For Class 3 vs. Class 1 DWLR  § 20-28

 Waiting Period For Relicensure vs. DWLR LDP,  § 20-28.1 vs.  § 20- 20.1

Pages 5 -37 in electronic handout

https://www.nccourts.gov/assets/documents/forms/cr345.pdf?VersionId=Em_0I98PsvTsHO6CGqYk_VLZuNgioKJx
https://www.nccourts.gov/assets/documents/forms/cr345.pdf?VersionId=Em_0I98PsvTsHO6CGqYk_VLZuNgioKJx
https://www.nccourts.gov/assets/documents/forms/cr345.pdf?VersionId=Em_0I98PsvTsHO6CGqYk_VLZuNgioKJx


Other Suspensions, Including DWI 
Suspensions  § 20-19

A Conviction Of Impaired Driving Under G.S. 20-
138.1 (Including Convictions At Levels One And 
Two) Results In A One-Year Revocations Unless:

• The Person Has Been Convicted Of Another Offense Involving 
Impaired Driving That Occurred Within Three Years 
Preceding The Current Offense (In That Case The Revocation 
Is For Four Years, See G.S. 20-19(D));

• The Person Has Two Or More Previous Impaired Driving 
Offenses, One Of Which Occurred Within The Five Years 
Immediately Preceding The Date Of The Current Offense (In 
That Case The Revocation Is Permanent, See G.S. 20-19(E)); 
Or

• The Person Is Sentenced At Aggravated Level One (In That 
Case The Revocation Is Permanent, See G.S. 20-19(E)).



Civil Revocations

▪ NCGS §  20-16.5

▪ The $100 MUST be paid, whether the person is 

guilty or innocent

▪ The Civil Revocation itself can be contested 

within the first 10 days of the DWI arrest, and 

that hearing is WITHOUT PREJUDICE to the 

Defendant or the State

▪ If a Defendant attempts to apply for a new 

license within the Civil Revocation period, that 

will cancel his license entirely.

▪ A defendant can apply for a LDP during the 

civil revocation period under two different 

circumstances (more later in Limited Driving 

Privileges section)

▪ Pages 38 - 43 in electronic handout

Side Bar: Civil Revocations (A Separate Type 
of Suspension)



Let’s put this all 

together and look at 

driving records
The proper name for a driving record is Motor Vehicle 

Report (MVR)

▪ Pages 44 – 82 in electronic handout







Note about 508’s & civil revocations

Remind your clients that do not 
have valid licenses (&/or are here 
without legal presence) that they 
MUST pay their $100 civil 

revocations and clear their 508s (or 
else they will always be charged 
with Class 1 DWLRS in the future = 
possible jail time, probation, 
deportation… 



THERE ARE MANY TYPES OF 

LDP’s in Chapter 20

▪ Importance Of Using Correct 

Privilege

▪ Various Types Of Limited 

Privileges

▪ NCGS §  20-20.1 (DWLR)

▪ NCGS §  20-179.3 - DWI Specific 

Privileges

▪ NCGS §  20-16.5 CVR LDP



Lawyers routinely do not use the correct 
privilege for their clients, and the drivers do not 
get the proper credit with DMV.

For example, client is convicted of Level IV DWI, 
first offense, and had a BAC of .21.  Therefore, 
Ignition Interlock Device (IID) is 
required.  Lawyer tells client he has to have IID 
installed before he can petition for a LDP. Client 
has IID installed. Lawyer presents to the Court 
LDP AOC-CR-312, instead of AOC-CR-340.

312 allowed the Client to legally drive for a year, 
but he receives ZERO (0) credit for the IID 
because the wrong form was used.  

Client then becomes majorly pissed when he 
spent roughly $700 to $1,400 for a year of IID 
that he received no credit for and has to spend 
that same money again to be in compliance.

LIMITED DRIVING PRIVILEGES

I CANNOT STRESS ENOUGH 
THE NEED TO SELECT THE 
CORRECT PRIVILEGE.



Additionally, hammer home to the client that 
the LDP is valid at-most for a year, and ONLY 
until the DWI suspension ends.

Scenario (1):  Lawyer uses correct LDP on day of 
conviction of DWI.  That privilege lasts one year 
(assuming 1  year DWI suspension).  Client needs 
to be relicensed at DMV one year after the DWI.

Scenario (2):  Lawyer uses correct LDP 3 
months after DWI conviction for whatever 
reason; client just found money for a car / 
Client just was then able to afford LDP; 
etc.   That LDP is ONLY valid for 9 months - 
not 12.

Please highlight this language on the privilege in
the lower left hand corner:

NOTE TO APPLICANT: This privilege is no longer valid after the 
revocation period for the offense of which you were convicted 
has ended, or if your drivers license remains revoked solely 
because the Division of Motor Vehicles has not obtained a 
certificate of your completion of a substance abuse treatment 
program or an alcohol and drug education traffic school.



Remind client to be at the DMV on the 
morning of their end-date of court 
conviction to reapply for their license - 
and  obviously to already have completed 
their Substance Abuse Assessment and 
Treatment which can ONLY be done by a 
provider on this list to receive credit: 

https://dmhdsohf.ncdhhs.gov/PROVIDER
LIST/

I personally recommend A Fresh Start, 
which can be found in the Orange County 
block. I have used them for 15 years with 
no complaints and all 508 treatments can 
be done virtually from start to finish.

A Fresh Start is also on the small list of approved 
providers for DWI Restoration Hearings with NC 
DMV. Highly recommended. (919) 260-0629

Pages 83 - 101 in electronic handout

https://dmhdsohf.ncdhhs.gov/PROVIDERLIST/
https://dmhdsohf.ncdhhs.gov/PROVIDERLIST/


DWLR 

Suspension

Lengths



AOC-CV-353,Civil 
Forms (CV)
Petition For Limited 
Driving Privilege 
Driving While 
License Revoked Or 
Committing Moving 
Offense While 
Driving During 
Period Of 
Revocation

AOC-CV-354,Civil 
Forms (CV)
Limited Driving 
Privilege Driving 
While License 
Revoked Or 
Committing Moving 
Offense While 
Driving During 
Period Of 
Revocation

DWLR LDP

*client may 

not have 

any prior 

DWI 

convictions 

to use this 

LDP

https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/forms/petition-for-limited-driving-privilege-driving-while-license-revoked-or-committing-moving-offense-while-driving-during-period-of-revocation
https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/forms/petition-for-limited-driving-privilege-driving-while-license-revoked-or-committing-moving-offense-while-driving-during-period-of-revocation
https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/forms/petition-for-limited-driving-privilege-driving-while-license-revoked-or-committing-moving-offense-while-driving-during-period-of-revocation
https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/forms/petition-for-limited-driving-privilege-driving-while-license-revoked-or-committing-moving-offense-while-driving-during-period-of-revocation
https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/forms/petition-for-limited-driving-privilege-driving-while-license-revoked-or-committing-moving-offense-while-driving-during-period-of-revocation
https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/forms/petition-for-limited-driving-privilege-driving-while-license-revoked-or-committing-moving-offense-while-driving-during-period-of-revocation
https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/forms/petition-for-limited-driving-privilege-driving-while-license-revoked-or-committing-moving-offense-while-driving-during-period-of-revocation
https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/forms/petition-for-limited-driving-privilege-driving-while-license-revoked-or-committing-moving-offense-while-driving-during-period-of-revocation
https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/forms/petition-for-limited-driving-privilege-driving-while-license-revoked-or-committing-moving-offense-while-driving-during-period-of-revocation
https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/forms/limited-driving-privilege-driving-while-license-revoked-or-committing-moving-offense-while-driving-during-period-of-revocation
https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/forms/limited-driving-privilege-driving-while-license-revoked-or-committing-moving-offense-while-driving-during-period-of-revocation
https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/forms/limited-driving-privilege-driving-while-license-revoked-or-committing-moving-offense-while-driving-during-period-of-revocation
https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/forms/limited-driving-privilege-driving-while-license-revoked-or-committing-moving-offense-while-driving-during-period-of-revocation
https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/forms/limited-driving-privilege-driving-while-license-revoked-or-committing-moving-offense-while-driving-during-period-of-revocation
https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/forms/limited-driving-privilege-driving-while-license-revoked-or-committing-moving-offense-while-driving-during-period-of-revocation
https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/forms/limited-driving-privilege-driving-while-license-revoked-or-committing-moving-offense-while-driving-during-period-of-revocation
https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/forms/limited-driving-privilege-driving-while-license-revoked-or-committing-moving-offense-while-driving-during-period-of-revocation
https://www.nccourts.gov/documents/forms/limited-driving-privilege-driving-while-license-revoked-or-committing-moving-offense-while-driving-during-period-of-revocation


DMV  HEARINGS

▪Different Types of Hearings

▪Fees

▪Affidavit of Indigency for Relief 
from Hearing Fees

Pages 102 – 108 in electronic handout



“Wealth Of Knowledge”

Et Cetera…

NC State Highway Patrol Policy Manual 

Pages 121 – 1446 in the electronic handout

DMV 349 Crash Report Dictionary (Very Helpful In Defending 

Criminal Cases)    

Pages 1447 – 1553 in the electronic handout

Pages 109 - 120 in electronic handout 

for highlights of the two documents 

below



That’s all folks!  

Clap for the birthday 

girl.

LOL!



Thank You - Hope Everyone is 
as Excited About Suspensions, 

Restorations, Points, and 
Privileges as I am!

Meredith Norris Vuotto
Assistant Public Defender

The 43rd District Includes Seven 
Counties, Cherokee, Clay, 

Graham, Haywood, Jackson, 
Macon, and Swain Counties in 

Beautiful Western North Carolina.

828-454-6564
meredith.n.vuotto@nccourts.org

Thank you again Rhonda for 

helping me!   Couldn’t imagine a 

better colleague or friend!
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