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Roadmap

• Basic laws on youth charged 
with First Degree Murder

• How these youth are currently 
being appointed counsel

• OJD future appointment of 
counsel for certain counties 
(phased in)



Basic Laws

• First-degree murder is either:
• Premeditation and deliberation OR
• Murder committed during the 

commission of another felony



Basic Laws

• Roper v. Simmons, U.S. 
Supreme Court (2005)

• NC Juvenile Code and Criminal 
Code



• 8 – 9: minimum age exception, 
Juvenile Court, not eligible for 
transfer

Basic Laws: 
Impact of Age

• 10, 11, 12: Juvenile Court, not 
eligible for transfer

• 13, 14, 15: Juvenile Court, 
eligible for transfer via probable 
cause, mandatory transfer

• 16, 17: Adult Criminal Court, 
removal to Juvenile Court



LOCALLY!
How These 
Youth Are 
Appointed 
Counsel 
Currently

*NOT the Office of the Capital 
Defender



How These 
Youth Are 
Appointed 
Counsel: 
Eligibility



How These 
Youth Are 
Appointed 
Counsel: 
Eligibility



How These 
Youth Are 
Appointed 
Counsel: Rate

•13 – 17: 
$100/hour

•Paid the 
same if in 
juvenile or 
adult court



• Trainings in 2023, 2024, 
2025
• Focusing on juvenile 

transfer procedures, Miller 
hearings, adolescent 
development issues, 
experts

• Quick Guide

• Blog posts

• IOLTA assistant counsel 
project

Resources OJD is 
providing



Resources OJD is 
providing now: 
website



Helping jurisdictions find attorneys

Resources OJD is 
Providing Now



Problem

•Cases are complex – involving both 
juvenile court and superior court

•Multiple attorneys representing youth
•Quality of representation
• Fewer qualified attorneys handling high 

level felonies



Proposed Solution
• Roster of attorneys qualified to handle this 

type of case
• Appointment of qualified attorneys by OJD
• Not re-inventing the wheel
oFortunate to have the model used by the 

Office of the Capital Defender



• Attorney approved

• Attorney appointed

• Attorney paid

• Expert funds approved

• Expert paid

Main Activities:
Internal 
Processes



Application 
Process



Application 
Process



Application 
process



Which counties 
will be 
participating in 
the JFDM 
appointment 
process?

Surry  Wilkes  Davie   

Stokes  Yadkin  Davidson    

Rockingham Forsyth  Rowan   

Caswell  Nash  Cabarrus 

Person   Edgecombe Stanly 

Granville Wilson  Montgomery 

Vance   Lee  Iredell 

Warren  Harnett  Alexander 

Franklin  Catawba Randolph 



• The number of JFDM cases that go 
through our courts is relatively low, 
and OJD is likely to only ask to 
assign one case to any attorney at 
any time

• Attorneys can turn cases down if 
don’t have the capacity

Appointment 
Process



• Payment for JFDM cases will be 
paid by OJD/IDS and will not go 
through the judge

• Attorneys will submit their hours to 
OJD worked by fee application

• Encouraging interim payments

Attorney 
Payment



•Requests for funds for 
experts will be sent directly 
to OJD

• Experts will then bill 
through IDS

Expert Approval 
and Payments




