
Consent & Notification for  

Medical Treatment of Foster Youth 

N.C.G.S. § 7B-903(c) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Are both parents unknown, 

unavailable, or unable to act on 

behalf of the juvenile? 

 

Is the treatment, surgery or medical care 

routine or emergency? 

No Yes 

Unless otherwise ordered by the Court, 

the director has authority to consent to 

treatment of the foster youth. 

Yes No 

Is a court order already 

in place giving the 

director the authority to 

consent to medical 

treatment? 

No 
Yes 

Unless otherwise ordered by the court or prohibited by G.S. 122C-53(d) 

(injurious to the client's physical or mental well-being as determined by 

the attending physician), director should promptly provide parents 

specific notification of all medical treatment, including possible side 

effects and other pertinent information. 

 

 

Will a parent consent to treatment? Yes 

No 

The parent 

provides consent 

to foster youth’s 

treatment. 

Is the treatment necessary or in the youth’s best interest? 

No Yes A court order is required before the director can consent to treatment that is not 

routine or emergency in nature (including but not limited to psychiatric, 

psychological, educational or remedial evaluations or treatment).   

Consider whether 

treatment is needed. 

The director shall first make 

reasonable efforts to obtain consent 

from a parent or guardian of the 

affected foster youth. 

START HERE 

Is the service 

covered under G.S. § 

90-21.5(a) 

(communicable 

disease, pregnancy, 

substance abuse, 

emotional 

disturbance)? Yes 

The youth may 

be able to 

consent to 

own treatment 

No 


