Public Health Embargo Process
G.S. 130A-21(a)*

Environmental Health Specialist (EHS ) identifies
suspect food or drink. Asks owner/manager (O/M) to
voluntarily destroy the food or drink.
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O/M agrees. EHS documents O/M refuses.
on both inspection and EHS Contacts Health
voluntary disposal forms Director (HD)
NO EMBARGO /\
HD available; EHS HD not available; EHS
consults with HD consults with Regional
Environmental Health

Specialist (REHS)
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HD does not think that HD thinks that embargo may \
embargo would be be appropriate or is not sure
appropriate whether embargo would be REHS does not
appropriate think that
embargo would

NO EMBARGO

be appropriate
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REHS agrees that embargo is or may be appropriate.

Offer O/M a final opportunity to voluntarily destroy
food or drink
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O/M refuses.

HD or REHS orders embargo.
(1) tags the food or drink
(2) documents embargo

(3) notifies DACS
(4) initiates court proceedings
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O/M agrees and destroys
the food. EHS documents.

NO EMBARGO

* The embargo process for milk and shellfish (G.S. 130A-21(b) & (c)) is different. Specifically, an EHS
who is an authorized agent of the state may embargo milk and shellfish without consulting with the
health director or regional specialist. DENR staff is always available to advise and work with an EHS in
such situations, but consultation is not mandated by law.



