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PREFACE

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Charter Commission was created by the 1969
General Assembly of North Carolina. It was charged with the responsibility
of studying the local governments of Mecklenburg County and of drafting a
charter for a single local government for all of Mecklenburg County. The le-
gislation creating the Charter Commission (Chapter 67, Session Laws of 1969)
directed that the plan provide for the consolidation of the governments of the
City of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County subject to approval of the voters
in a county-wide referendum and the adoption by the North Caroling General
Assembly of the charter and other necessary legislation.

If the plan of consolidation for Charlotte and Mecklenburg County is ap-
proved, the voters of the towns of Cornelius, Davidson, Huntersville, Mat-
thews and Pineville will hold special elections thereafter to decide whether each
of those towns continues as a separate municapility or merges with The Con-
solidated Government of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County.

The referendum on the consolidation of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County
will be held on March 22, 1971. Referenda in the five towns will be held with-
in 120 days following the county-wide referendum if the' proposed consolida-
tion is approved in the county-wide vote. '

This document contains the proposed charter of The Consolidated Govern-
ment of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County. It also contains, as an appendix,
drafts of companion legislation necessary to implement the establishment of
the consolidated government. ' |

The Report of the Charter Commission is being issued as a separate doc-
ument entitled Responsbile Responsive Government. That document reviews
in some detail the reasons the Commission recommends this particular plan
of government, explains the proposed plan of consolidated government, reports
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on how the Commission undertook its work, cites the studies and reports is-
sued by the Commission and its staff, and contains information about the ex-
isting governments and their operation.

Charter Commission members were appointed in April of 1969, and began
work with an extensive program of study. The Institute of Government of the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill was retained by the Charter
Commission to serve as research staff. In addition, a small full-time staff
was employed by the Commission to direct and coordinate activities in Char-

lotte.

Warren J. Wicker, assistant direclor of the Institute of Government,
served as staff director for the Charter Commission and coordinator of the
research activities of the Institute of Government staff. David M. Lawrence
and H. Rutherford Turnbull, ITI, assistant directors of the Institute of Gov-
ernment, were chiefly responsible for drafting the charter and companion
legislation. L. M. Wright, Jr., served as associate director of the Commission
in charge of the work of the Commission staff in Charlotte.

Names of the members of the Charter Commission and of the Citizens Re-
view Committee who worked with the Charter Commission in developing the
plan of government and reviewed the plan upon its completion are listed on the
inside back cover.

Requests for additional information or copies of the Commission’s publi-
cations should be directed to the offices of the Charter Commission at 400
East Second Street, Charlotte, N. C., 28201. Information and copies of some
reports also may be secured from the Institute of Government, The University
of North Carolina at Chapel Iill, Chapel Hill, N. C., 27514.

Charlotte, North Carolina
January 26, 1971
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CHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Ariicle 1. Establishment

Sec. 1-1. Consolidated government established.
(a) The powers, duties, rights, privileges and im-
munities of the City of Charlotte are consolidated
with those of the County of Mecklenburg. These
consolidated powers, duties, rights, privileges and
immunities shall be exercised and enjoyed by a
government for Mecklenburg County known as
The Consolidated (Government of Charlotte and
Mecklenburg County (herein called the consoli-
dated government. If in gpecial elections held in
the towns of Corneliug, Davidson, Huntersville,
Matthews and Pineville, the citizens of any town
elect not to continue their town as a separate
municipality, the powers, duties, rights, privileges
and immunities of the town whose citizens so elect
also shall be consolidated with those of Mecklen-
burg County and exercised and enjoyed by the
consolidated government. The consclidated gov-
ernment is the legal successor to the separate gov-
ernments of the City of Charlotte and the County
of Mecklenburg and any of the towns of Cornelius,
Davidson, Huntersville, Matihews and Pineville
the citizens of which elect not to continue their
town as a separate mumnicipality. Mecklenburg
County continues as a political subdivision of the
State of North Carolina, and the consolidated gov-
ernment ghall perform all the duties and serve all
the purposes required of counties under the Con-
stitution and laws of the State of North Carolina.

{b) The City of Charlotte and any of the towng
of Cornelius, Davidson, Huntersville, Matthews
and Pineville whose citizens elect not to continue
their town as a separate municipality are abolished
as independent municipal corporations.

Sec. 1-2. Boundaries. The consolidated gov-
ernment has jurisdiction and exiends territorially
throughout Mecklenburg County,

Sec. 1-3 through 1-5. Reserved.
Article 2. Powers

Sec. 1-6. Corporate powers. The inhabitants of
Mecklenburg County are constituted a bedy poli-
tic and corporate under the name of The Consoli-

dated Government of Charlotte and Mecklenburg
County and under that name have perpetual suc-
cession; shall have a common seal and may alier
and renew it at will; may sue and be sued; may
contract; may acquire and hold all property and
rights of property, real and personal, that may be
deviged, bequeathed, sold or in any manner con-
veyed or dedicated to or otherwise acquired by it;
and may hold, invest, sell or dispose of its proper-
ty and rights of property.

Sec. 1-7. Grant of county and municipal powers,
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this charter,
the consolidated government and ity officers and
employees may exercise and enjoy (1) all the
powers, duties, rights, privileges and immunities
that counties at or after the effective date of this
charter may exercise and enjoy under the Con-
gtitution and general Iaws of the State of North
Carolina; and (2) all the powers, duties, rights,
privileges and immunities that incorporated muni-
cipalities at or after the effective date of this
charter may exercise and enjoy under the Con-
stitution and general Iaws of the State of North
Carolina.

Except as otherwise provided in this charter, the
consolidated government may exercise through-
out its jurisdiction any power, duty, right, privi--
lege or immunity granted by this section.

In exercising and enjoying any power, duly,
right, privilege or immunity, the consolidated
government shall follow the procedures, if any, set
out in this charter. If the charter contains a proce-
dure that does not purport to include all aects
necessary to exercise the power, duty, right, privi-
lege or immunity, the consoclidated government
shall supplement the charter procedure by appli-
cable procedures set out in other statutes. If no
procedure is set out in the charter, the consoli-
dated government shall follow the procedure set
out in any general or applicable local law grant-
ing the power, duty, right, privilege or immunity ;
and if two or more statutes, other than this char-
ter, grant the same power, duty, right, privilege
or immunity, but with differing procedures, the
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congolidated government may proceed under either
statute.

The procedure set out in any statute, when
employed by the consolidated government, is
deemed amended to conform fo the structure and
administrative organization of the consolidated
government. If a statute refers fo the governing

body of a county or municipality, the reference,

except as otherwise provided in this -charter,
means the Council; and a reference to a specific
official means the official of the consolidated

government who most nearly performs the same

duties performed by the specified official. If
there iz doubt as to the appropriate official, the
Council may by resolution designate an appropri-
ate official to act as fully as if his office were
specified in the statute.

(b} Except as provided in this subsection, the
congolidated government may exercise within any
of the towns of Cornelius, Davidson, Huntersville,
Matthews and Pineville that elect to continue as
separate municipalities only those powers, duties,
rights, privileges and immunities that Mecklen-
burg County could exercise county-wide before the
effective date of this charter, or that North Caro-
lina counties are, subsequent to the effective date
of this charter, authorized by general law to
exercise county-wide. The governing board of
any town that elects to continue as a separate
municipality, however, may agree to the exercise
of any other power, duty, right, privilege or im-
munity of the consolidated government within the
~ town. '

Notwithstanding the above paragraph, the con-
solidated government may within any town that
elects to continue as a separate municipality
exercige the powers, duties, rights, privileges and
Immunities granted to it by the following sec-
tions of this charter: 7-36 (Authorization and
procedures |for historic preservation}) ; 7-68 (Au-
thorization [for prohibitions on diserimination]) ;
7-81 (Authorization [for public transportation
gystem]) ; 7-85 {Authorization [for social service
programs]); 8-72 (Privilege license taxation);
8-73 (Motor vehicle license tax); 8-756 (CATV
franchise tax); and 11-21 (Participation in state
and federal programs). In addition the consoli-
dated government may acquire, construct, re-
construet, improve, enlarge, better, extend, operate
and maintain within any town that elects to con-
tinue as a separate municipality any public im-
provement financed in whole or in part by gen-
eral obligation or revenue bonds issued by the

consolidated government, and may enact ordi-
nances, resolutions and regulations in conneection
with the improvement,

Sec. 1-8 through 1-10. Reserved.

Article 3.

See. 1-11. Disiricts, The Mecklenburg service
district extends throughout Mecklenburg Coun-
ty. The Council may define urban service dis-
tricts under procedures of general law. It is the
intent of this charter that the Council will define
ag urban service districts the total area immedi-
ately before the effective ddate of this charter of
the City of Charlotte and the total area immediate-
Iy before the effective date of this charter of any .
of the towns of Cornelius, Davidson, Huntersville,
Matthews or Pineville whose citizens- elect not to
continue their town as a separate municipality.

Sec. 1-12. Allocation of costs, All services, fa-
cilities and functions provided or maintained by
the consolidated government shall be provided or
maintained throughout the Mecklenburg service
district, except for:

(1) Any service, facility or function
provided or maintained only for one or
more urban service disiricts, and

(2) Any service, facility or function
provided or maintained to a greafer ex.
tent for one or more urban service dis-
tricts than for the entire county.

If any service, facility or function ig provided
or maintained only for one or more urban sgervice
districts, the costs of providing or maintaining the
service, facility or function for each urban service
district shall be allocated to that district. If a
gervice, facility or function is provided or main-
tained for an urban service disirict to a greater
extent than for the Meckienburg service district,
the costs of providing or mainfaining it at a
higher level for the district shall be allocated to
that district.

The costs of providing or maintaining for an
urban service district a service, facility or func-
tion in addition to, or to a greater extent than,
those provided throughout the Mecklenburg serv-
ice district include operating, maintenance and
repair expenses, capital improvement costs, and
the appropriate share of debt 'Service on bonds or
notes issued to finanece capital improvements as-
gociated with the service, facility or function.

.The Council shall determine an equitable basis
for allocating the costs of administrative services

Service Districts




The Council 3

of the consolidated government among services,
facilities and funetions.
The Charlotte urban service distriet fire depart-

ment shall provide fire protection at consolidated
government airports, whether they are located in-
side or outside the service district,

CHAPTER 2. THE COUNCIL

Article 1. Com_position

Sec. 2-1. Number of members; how elected.
The governing board of the Consolidated Govern-
ment of Charloife and Mecklenburg County is the
Council. It has eighteen members.
twelve electoral districts, and the qualified voters
of each district shall elect one member of the
Council. The qualified voters of the entire con-
solidated government shall elect the remaining six
members. '

Sec, 2-2.  Districts established; redistricting.
The boundaries and the numbers of the twelve
electoral districts are set out in chapter 14 of
this charter.

The Council shall, if necessary, adopt a plan of
redistricting after each decennial federal census,
and may do so more frequently. Following each
decennial federal census, the Planning Commission
shall determine the population of each existing
electoral district and whether redistrieting is nec-
essary because the population among districts is
substantially unequal. If there is a difference of
at least ten per cent between the populations of
the most populated and of the least populated dis-
tricts, the population among districts shall be
deemed to be substantially unequal. The Com-
misgion, moreover, may determine that a differ-
ence of less than ten per cent causes the popula-
tion among districts to be substantially unequal.
If redistricting is necessary, the Commission
shall on or before the March 15 following the
census submit a plan of redistricting to the Coun-
cil. The Council may accept, reject or modify
the plan or request the Commission to modify the
plan.  The Council shall adopt a plan of redistrict-
ing by July 1 following the submission of the
Commission’s plan; if it does not, the plan orig-
inally submitted by the Commission ghall be
deemed adopted. ' The districts established by the
plan shall be the basis for electing district mem-

There are

bers of the Council at the first regular consolidated
government election foliowing adoption of the
plan. The plan shall take effect on the Monday
following the January 1 following that election.

If the Council adopts a plan of redistrieting at
any other time, it shall adopt it on or before the
July 1 preceding the first regular consolidated
government election to which it is to apply. The
districts established by the plan shall be the basis
for electing district members of the Council at
that election, and the plan shall take effect on the
Monday following the January 1 following that
election.

In any plan adopted, all electoral distriets shall
be as nearly equal in population as possible and
arranged in a logical and compact geographic
patiern.

If a plan causes a vacancy in any district seat
on the Council, the vacancy shall be filled at the
first regular consolidated government election to
which the plan is to apply. The person elected to
fill the vacancy shall take office on the Monday
following the January 1 following his election
and shall serve for the remainder of the unexpired
term.

Sec, 2-3. Terms of office. Except for the initial
members of the Council, who shall serve for the
terms provided in section 13-7 of this charter,
members of the Council are elected to four-year
terms, assuming office on the Monday following
the January 1 following their election. Three at-
large members and six district members of the
Council are elected every two years.

Sec. 2-4, GQuelifications. To be eligibie for elec-
tion to and membership on the Council, a person
must be a qualified voter of the consolidated gov-
ernment. A person seeking election from a dis-
trict must reside in and be a registered voter of
that district at the time he files his notice of
candidacy. A member elected or appointed from
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a distriet must during his term of office reside in
and be a registered voter of the district he rep-
resents,

Sec, 2-5. Compensation. Members of the Coun-
cil shall initially be compensated at a rate of
$3,600 annually. Thereafter the Council may by
ordinanece fix its own compensation and allow-
anceg, to become effective on the January 1 fol-
lowing the next regular consolidated government
election. The Council may not enaet an ordinance
pursuant to this section during the five months
immediately preceding a regular consolidated
government election.

Sec. 2-6. Vacancies. A vacancy in the member-
ship of the Council exists when a duly elected
person refuses to qualify or when a member who
has been elected and has qualified either dies or
regigng, and may be declared by the Couneil by a
vote of two-thirds of its membership when a
member who has been elected and has qualified
either becomes incapacitated, is convicted of a
felony or no longer meets the gualifications set
by section 2-4 of this charter. The Mayor shall
appoint a qualified person to fill any vacaney. If
the person who vacated the seat was elected as
the nominee of a political party, the county exec-
utive committee of that party shall nominate a
person to fill the seat and the Mayor shall appoint
that person. The person appointed to fill a vac-
.ancy shall gualify by taking and subsecribing the
oath required by Article VI, section 7 of the Con-
gtitution of North Caroclina and shall serve until
the Monday following the January 1 following
the next regular consolidated government election.
At that election, a person shall be elected to the
seat vacated, either to the remainder of the un-
expired term, or if the term has expired, to a
four-vear term. The person elected shall take
office on the Monday following the January 1 fol-
lowing that election.

Sec. 2-T7 through 2-10. Reserved,

Artiele 2. Organization

Sec. 2-11. Organization meeting, The Council
shall meet on the Monday following the January
1 following each regular consolidated government
election. At that meeting, the Mayor, if newly
elected, and each member whose term of office
begins that day shall take and subscribe the oath
required by Article VI, section 7 of the Con-
gtitution of North Carclina. A member absent
from the organizational meeting may take and

gubscribe his oath at a later time. At least a
quorum of the Council shall be present. The Coun-
cil shall elect from among its at-large members a
Mayor Pro Tempore, to serve at its pleasure.

See. 2-12. Meetings. The Couneil shall fix the
time, date and place of its regular meetings and
shall hold at least two regular meetings each
month,

The Mayor, or in his absence the Mayor Pro
Tempore, or a majority of the Council may call a
gpecial meeting of the Council. The person or
persons calling the meeting shall cause, at least
twenty-four hours before the time of the meeting,
a writien notice of the meeting to be delivered to
each member or to be left at his usual residence
or place of business. Ile or they shall also cause
public notice of the meeting to be made at least
twenty-four hours in advance of the meeting. The
notice shall state the time and place of the meet-
ing and the business to be transacted and shall be
signed by the person or persons calling the meet-
ing. Only the business stated in the notice may
be transgacted at the meeting.

The Mayor, or in his absence the Mayor Pro
Tempore, or a majority of the Council may call a
meeting to deal with an emergency. The notice
provisions of this section do not apply to those
meetings,

Sec, 2-13. Rules of the Council. Consistent with
this charter, the Council may adopt its own rules
of procedure.

See, 2-14. Quorum; voting., A majority of the
membership of the Council constitutes a quorum.
The vote of each member on each ordinance, reso-
lution, motion or other action shall be recorded.
Voling by proxy is not allowed.

The Council may excuse a member from voting
only -upon matteérs involving his official conduct
or his personal or financial interest. When a
matter involves a member’s personal or financial
interest, he shall state the nafture and extent of
his interest as a condition of being excused from
voting. _

In all other cases, a member who is present
and fails to vote or, who having been present has
withdrawn from the meeting without being ex-
cused by the Council, shall be recorded as having
voted affirmatively. A member who has with-
drawn from a meeting, whether excused or not,
shall be counted as present for determining a
quornm, .

Except when a greater number is required by
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law, a majority of all votes cast is necessary to
adopt any order, motion, resolution or ordinance.
Sec. 2-15 through 2-18. Reserved.

Article 3. Powers

Sec. 2-19.  Legisiative power. All legisiative
powers of the consolidated government are vested
in the Council. .

Sec. 2-20. Power of investigation. The Council
may investigate the affairs of the consolidated
government, and for that purpose subpoena wit-
nesses, administer oaths and compel the produe-
tion of evidence. Its- orders are enforceable
pursuant to section 11-37 of this charter.

Sec, 2-21, Continuation of public hearings, The
Council may continue any public hearing without
further advertisement. If a publie hearing is set
for a given date and a quorum is not then present,
the hearing shall be continued until the next reg-
ular meeting of the Council without further ad-
vertisement,

Sec. 2-22, Ordinance procedure. (a) An ordi-
nance may be introduced by any member of the
Council at any meeting. The clerk shall prepare

and have available copies of the proposed ordi-
nance before the first vote to be held on the
ordinance. No ordinance may be adopted with-
out receiving two favorable votes of the Council.
At least six days must fall between the introdue-
tion of the ordinance and the first vote, and be-
tween the first and second votes. If the ordi-
nance is amended as to any matter of substance
between the first and final vote on 1t, the proce-
dure herein must be extended so that all matters
of substance in the ordinance have received two
favorable votes in the required manner. This
subsection does not apply to any ordinance adopted
under a procedure otherwise set out in this char-
ter or in the statute authorizing the ordinance.

(b) Any order, motion, resolution or ordinance
adopted shall be entered in full in the minutes of
the Couneil,

Sec. 2-23 through 2-27. Reserved.

Article 4. Consolidated Government Clerk

Sec. 2-28. Comnsolidated government clerk. The
Council shall appoint the consolidated govern.
ment clerk and define the duties of the office,

CHAPTER 3. MAYOR

Article 1.

Sec, 3-1. Qualifications and term of office. To
be eligible for election to and service as Mayor, a
berson must be a qualified voter of the consol-
dated government. The qualified voters of the
entire consolidated government shall elect the
Mayor to a four-year term of office and he shall
assume office on the first Monday following the
January 1 following his election.

Sec. 3-2. Compensation. 'The initial annual
compensation of the mayor is $36,000. Thereafter
the Council may by ordinance fix his compensa-
tion and allowances, to become effective on the
January 1 following the next regular consolidated
government election. The Council may not enact
an ordinance pursuant to this section during the
five months immediately preceding a regular con-
solidated government election.

Qualifications and Election

Sec. 3-3, Vacancy. A vacancy in the office of
Mayor exists when a duly elected person refuses
to qualify or when a person who has been elected
and has gualified either dies or resigns, and may
be declared by the Council by a vote of two-thirds
of its membership when a person who has been
elected and has qualified either becomes incapa-
citated, is convicted of a felony or no longer meets
the qualifications set by section 3-1 of this char-
ter. The Council shall appoint a qualified per-
son to serve as acting mayor. Upon taking and
subsecribing the oath required by Article VI, sec-
tion 7 of the Constitution of North Carolina, an
acting mayor shall have all the powers, duties,
rights, privileges and immunities of the office of
Mayor.

The acting mayor shall serve until the Monday
following the January 1 following the next reg-
ular consolidated government election, at which




6 Proposed Chorter

the voters of the consolidated government shall
" have elected a Mayor, either to the remainder of
the unexpired term or, if the term has expired, to
a four-year term.

See. 3-4. Absence; temporery ineapacity. The
Mayor may designate the Mayor Pro Tempore
“to serve as acting mayor, with all the powers,
duties, rights, privileges and immunities of the
office, while the Mayor is absent from the county.
If the Council, by a vote of two-thirds of its mem-
pership, determines that the Mayor is temporarily
incapacitated, it shall appoint a gualified person
to serve ag acting mayor for the duration of the
incapacity. Upon taking and subseribing the oath
required by Article VI, section 7 of the Constitu-
tion of Nortk Carolina, an acting mayor shall
have the powers, duties, rights, privileges and im-
munities of the office of Mayor. A majority of
the membership of the Council may determine
that the Mayor’s incapacity has terminated.

Sec. 8.5. Selary of an acting mayor. A person
serving for ten or more consecutive days as acting
mayor of the consolidated government, by reason
of either a vacancy in the office of Mayor or the
temporary incapacity of the Mayor, 18 entitled to
a per diem salary equivalent to that of the Mayor,
paid from the first day of consecutive service as
acting mayor and for as long as he continues to
serve. In the event of temporary incapacity of
the Mayor, the Mayor also is entitied to his salary.

If, in the absence of the Mayor from the county,
the Mayor Pro Tempore serves as acting mayor
for ten or more consecutive days, the Counecil may
entitle him to a per diem salary eguivalent to that
of the Mayor, paid from the first day of consecu-
tive service as acting mayor and for as long as he
continues to serve.
his salary.

Yec, 3-6 through 3-8, Reserved.

Article 2. Powers and Duties

Sec. 3-9. General powers and duties. The Mayor
is the chief executive officer of the consolidated
government. Consistent with the provisions of
this charter, he has all the powers, duties, rights,
privileges and immunities granted to and imposed
on chairmen of boards of county commissioners
and mayors of municipalities by the general laws
of North Carolina., In addition:

(a) He shall preside at meetings of the Coun-
cil, but shall vote only in case of a tie;

(b) He may appoint special police for any spec-
ial occasion, call upon the local military, under an

The Mayor also is entitled to-

order of the Governor of North Carolina, for the
suppression of a riot or public disturbance and
appoint special firemen in the event of an emer-
gency ;

(¢) He or his designee shall sign all written
contracts or obligations of the consolidated gov-
ernment and any of its agencies, boards, commis-
siong and authorities that are subject to the fiscal
control provisions of this charter. No contact of the
consolidated government required to be in writing
is binding on the government until so signed;

(d) He may require the chairman or the chief
administrative officer of any department, agency,
board, commission or authority of the consolidated
government to submit to him written or oral re-
ports and information relating to their official
duties and responsibilities. With the consent of
the Council, he also may employ qualified persons
10 examine the affairs of any department, agency,
board, commission or authority of the consolidated
government. In investigating any department,
agency, board, commission or authority or any
charges against any officer or employee thereof,
the Mayor may subpoena witnesses, adminigter
oaths and compel the production of evidence. His
orders are enforceable pursuant to section 11-37
of this charter;

(e} He shall each December deliver to the Coun-
cil and to the citizens of the consclidated govern-
ment a report upon the condition of the consoli-
dated government;

(f) He is an ex officio member of all agencies,
hoards, commissions and authorities appointed by
the Council, the Mayor or both, serving in an ad-
visory capacity without the right to vote. He
may designate a person to serve in his stead;

(g) He shall cause the laws of the State and
the ordinances, resoiutiong, orders and regulations
of the consolidated government to be faithfully
executed within the consolidated government’s
jurisdiction,

See. 3-10. Mayor's conference. The Mayor may
require the chairman or the chief administrative
officer of any agency, board, commission or au-
thority of the congolidated government to meet
with him concerning the affairs of the consolidated
government,

Sec. 3-11. Mayor’s veto power. The Mayor may
veto any ordinance or resolution adopted by the
Council except ordinances and resolutions relating
to: .
(a) Definition, expansion, consolidation and
abolition of urban serviece districts;

TR
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(b) Appointments made exclusively by the
Council to agencies, boards, commissions and au-
thorities;

{c) Employees of the Council and officers of
the consolidated government appointed exelusively
by the Council;

(d) Internal affairs of the Council, which in-
cludes the compensation and allowances of Coun-
cil members; f

(e) Investigations by the Counecil or its duly
appointed committees: and

(f} Any matter that must be approved by the
voters of the consolidated government at a refer-
endum. ' ' '

In the case of a proposed bond issue not re-

. quired by law to be submitted to the voters of the
congolidated government, the Mayor may veto the
order of the Council directing that an application
be filed with the Local Government Commission
for the Commission’s approval of the bond issue.
He may not veto any subsequent action of the
Council relating to that bond issue.

Except for appropriations required by law, the

Mayor also may veto the sum of money appropri-
ated by any one or more items, or parts of items,
in an ordinance appropriating money for the
use of the consolidated government or any agency,
board, commission or authority thereof,

The Council shall cause to be transmitted to the
Mayor for his consideration any adopted ordinance
or resolution that he may veto. If he approves the
ordinance or resolution, he shall sign it and it ghall
take effect according to its terms. If he disap-
proves, he shall return it or in the case of an ordin-
ance appropriating money, any item or paris of an
item that he hag disapproved) to the Council with-
cut his signature, together with the reasons for his
disapproval and his recommendations. Any ordin-
ance or resolution that he disapproves takes effect
according to its terms if, within thirty days after it
is returned, it is readopted by two-thirds of the
membership of the Council. An ordinance or resolu-
tion automatically takes effect according to its
terms if the Mayor has neither signed it nor disap-
proved and returned it to the Council within fifteen
days after it is adopted.

CHAPTER 4. GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

Article 1. Administrative Organization

Sec. 4-1. Initial administrative organization.
The initial administrative organization of the
consolidated government is that of the merging
governments on the effective date of this charter
and shall continue until changed by law or in aec-
cordance with the provisions of this charter,

Sec. 4-2 through 4-8. Reserved.
Article 2.

Sec. 4-7. Mayor’'s appointments. Subject to the
approval of the Council, the Mayor shall appoint
the following officers and department heads: chief
administrative officer, chief legal officer, finance
director, coordinator of intergovernmental pro-
gramg and director of community relations. The

Mayor's Powers

Mayor may remove any of the above officers and

department heads. ) _
Sec. 4-8. Administrative reorganization. Ex-
cept as restricted by this charter or the general

law of the state, the Mayor, with the Council’s
approval, may reorganize the administrative strue-
ture of the consolidated government, creating,
conzolidating, reorganizing and abolishing offices,
positions, departments, agencies, boards, commis-
slons and authorities of the consolidated govern-
ment. In a plan of reorganization, the Mayor may
imposge additional powers and duties on any of-
fice, position, department, agency, board, commis-
gion or authority. Except by amendment of this
charter, however, no office, position, department,
agency, board, commission or authority expressly
established or continued by this charter may be
abolished, nor may any power, duty, right, privi-
lege or immunity expressly conferred by this
charter be removed or abolished. To effect a re-
organization, the Mayor shall submit a proposed
plan to the Council, which may approve or dis-
approve it. If the Council disapproves a proposed
plan,” it shall not become effective; the Mayor
may medify a disapproved plan and submit it to
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the Couneil. If the Council neither approves nor
disapproves within ninety days after receiving the
plan, the plan shall be deemed approved and imple-
mented according to its terms,.

Sec, 4-9 through 4-12. Reserved.

Article 3. Chief Administrative Officer

Sec, 4-13. Chief administrative officer. The
chief administrative officer shall be qualified by
training and experience to perform the duaties of
the position in a professicnal manner and need

not be a resident of the consolidated government

at the time of appoiniment.

See. 4-14. Powers and duties. The chief ad-
ministrative officer: )

(a) Shall, subject to the general direction of
the Mayor, administer all activities and functions
of the consolidated government and, except as
administration over activities and functions is by
law vested in them, of its agencies, boards, com-
missions and authorities that do not appoint their
own executive directors, The Register of Deeds
and the Sheriff shall continue to administer their
departments;

{(b) Shall appoint, with the Mayor’s approval,
and may remove each department head whose
appeointment is not otherwise provided for by this
charter or the general law of the state;

(e) Shall appoint and may remove, in accordance
with personnel policies adopted by the Council,
each employvee of the consolidated government
and its agencies, hoards, commissions and authori-
ties whose appointment or removal is not other-
wise provided for by this charter or the general
law of the state; )

(d) Shall make periodic reports and recommen-
dations to the Mayor concerning the affairs of the
consolidated government;

{(e) May call together for conferences the heads
of all departments for which the Mayor is respon-
sible and the administrative heads of all agen-
cies, boards, commissicns and authorities of the
consolidated government to consider, plan, direct
and coordinate the affairs of the consolidated
government; and

(f) Shall perform any other duties or respon-.

gibilities prescribed by the Mayor or Council.
Sec. 4-15 through 4-18. Reserved.

Article 4. Departments

See. 4-19. Police chief. The Council shall ap-
point, with the approval of the Mayor, the chief

of the police department. Either the Council or
the Mayor with the other's approval may remove
the chief from office for any reason.

The Civil Service Commission shall grant any
officer of the department appointed as chief a
leave of absence from his civil service rank for
the duration of his service as chief. TUpon ter-
mination of his service as chief, he is entitled to
revert to that rank. If the chief is removed for
cause and chooses to revert to his civil service
rank, the Civil Servica Commission may investi-
gate into and hold a hearing on the circumstances
that were the cause of his removal. The officer
shall be given an opportunity to be heard in his
own defense. The Commission may determine
that the circumstances do not warranf any dis-
ciplinary action by it, may discharge the officer
from the service or may place him on probation
for a pericd not to exceed one year.

The chief shall direct the assignment of officers
and employees of the department.

Sec. 4-20. Fire chief. The Council shall ap-
point, with the approval of the Mayvor, the chief
of the Charlotte urban service district fire de-
partment. Either the Council or the Mayor with
the other’s approval may remove the chief from
office for any reascn.

The Civil Service Commission shall grant any
officer of the department appointed as chief a
leave of absence from his civil service rank for
the duration of his service as chief. Upon termi-
nation of his service as chief, he iz entitled to
revert to that rank. If the chief is removed for
cause and chooses to revert to his civil service
rank, the Civil Serviece Commigsion may investi-
gate into and hold a hearing on the circumstances
that were the cause of his removal. The officer
shall be given an opportunity to be heard in his
own defense. The Commission may determine that
the circumstances do not warrant any diseiplinary
action by it, may discharge the officer from the
service or may place him on probation for a period
not to exceed one year, _

The chief shall direct the assignment of officers
and employees of the department.

Sec, 4-21. Legal department., The chief legal
officer shall provide legal services for the consoli-
dated government and each of its boards, com-
missions and authorities except the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Redevelopment Commission, the
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Hospital Authority and the
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education, The
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Council, however, may exempt any other board,
commission or authority from this section. The
chief legal officer may appoint necessary assist-

ants and also may appoint special counsel to pro-
vide legal services of a special or extraordinary
nature.

CHAPTER 5. PERSONNEL AND CIVIL SERVICE

Article 1. Personnel

Sec. 5-1. Personnel system. The Council shall
establish by ordinance a system of personnel ad-
ministration. The system shall cover all employees
of the consolidated government and its agencies,
boards, commissions and authorities except (a)
elected officials, (b) employees subject to state
or federal eivil service regulations and procedures,
(¢) employees of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board
of Hducation, the Charlotie-Mecklenburg Hospi-
tal Authority and the Auditorium-Coliseum Au-
thority. Employees of the Register of Deeds and
Sheriff shall be appointed and discharged pursu-
- ant to the provisions of G.8. 153-48.3, but shall
in all other matters be subject to the personnel
ordinances of the consolidated government. Of-
ficers and employees of the police department
and the Charlotte urban service district fire de-
partment shall be covered by the system except
ag provided in article 8 of this chapter. The Coun-
cil may by ordinance extend the system to cover,
in whole or in part, employees of the Hospital
Authority or the Auditorium-Coliseum Authority.

The system of personnel administration shall
provide for the classification of positions, the
manner and method of publicizing vacancies, em-
ploying and appoiniing personnel, the qualifica-
tions of employees, salaries, hours of employment,
vacations, sick leave, special workmen’s compen-
gation leave, job security, promotion, demotion,
disciplinary procedures, transfer, layoff, removal,
welfare of employees, retirement policy, payment
of premiums for employee insurance benefits,
grievance procedures, service awards, training
leave, and any other measures that promote the
hiring and retaining of capable, diligent, honest
career employees.

See. 5-2, Diserimination prohibited. 1t is the
policy of the consolidated government and its
agencies, boards, commissions and authorities that

appointment, promotion, demotion, transfer, lay-
off, disciplinary action, removal, rates of compen-
saticn, employee benefits and all other personnel
matters shall be determined solely on the basis of
merit and qualification, withount respect to color,
national origin, political affiliation, race, religion,
sex or any circumstances other than merit and
qualification. o

Sec. 5-8. Political activity. No employee sub-
ject to the consolidated government personnel
system (1) may engage in any political activity
while on duty, (2) shail be required as a duty of
his office or employment, or as a condition for
employment, promotion or tenure of office, to .
contribute funds or services for political or parti-
san purposes, (3) may solicit, or act as custodian
of, funds for political or partisan purposes, (4)
may coerce or compel contributions of funds or
services for political or partisan purposes from
any other employee of the consolidated govern-
ment, or (5) may use any supplies or equipment
of the consolidated government for political pur-
poses. A violation of this section is improper con-
duct and shall subject the emplovee to dismissal
or other disciplinary action by the appointing au-
thority.

Sec. 5-4 through 5-8. Reserved.

Article 2.

Sec, 5-9. Personnel Appeals Board established.
The Council shall appoint a Personnel Appeals
Board consisting of three members, serving three-
yvear staggered terms. A member may not serve
for more than two consecutive full terms. Terms
begin on March 1. To be eligible for appointment
to and membership on the Personnel Appeals
Board, a person must be a qualified voter of the
consolidated government but may not be an offi-
cer or employee of the consclidated government
or any of its agencies, boards, commissions or
authorities. Not all members may be of the same

Personne! Appeals Board
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political party. Bach member shall regide in a
different electoral district. The Council shall set
the compensation and allowances, if any, to be
paid to members of the Board. The Couneil shall
£i1l vacancies in the membersghip of the Board for
the unexpired term. The Council may remove
members by a two-thirds vote for cause only.

In making its initial appointments, the Coun-
¢il shall designate one member to serve until

March 1, 1974, one to serve until March 1, 1975

and one to serve until March 1, 1976.

At the initial meeting and in March of each
subsequent year, the Board shall elect a chairman
and may elect other officers. A majority of the
members of the Board constitute a quorum. The
Board may determine its own rules of procedure.
The personnel department of the congolidated
government shall provide staff assistance to the
Board,

Sec. 5-10. Jurisdiction. The Board has juris-
dietion over all employees of the consolidated
government and its agencies, boards, commissions
and authorities covered by section 5-1 of this
charter, except heads of departments, persons em-
ployed in the offices of the Mayor and chief ad-
ministrative officer and persons appointed by the
Council.

Sec. 5-11. Powers and duties.
Appeals Board:

(a) Shall advise the Council, the Mayor and the
chief administrative officer on all matters relat-

The Personnel

"ing to personnel administration; and

(b) Shall hear appeals from any administrative
action regulfing in suspension without pay for
more than thirty days, demotion or dismissal of
any employee and determine whether the action
was proper and justified. The Board shall enter
an order affirming, modifying or reversing the
action. Its determination and its order shall be
final and the order shall be implemented accord-
ing to its terms.

Sec. 5-12 through 5-16. Reserved.

Article 3.

Sec. 5-17. Givil Service Commission established.
There iz a Civil Service Commisgion, consisting
of seven members appointed by the Council to
four-year staggered terms. A member may not
serve for more than two consecutive full terms.

Civil Service

Terme shall begin on March 1. To be eligible for

appointment to and membership on the Commis-
sion, a person must be a. qualified voter of the
consolidated government. Not all members may be

of the same race or sex or political party. Kach
member of the Commission shall reside in a dif-
ferent electoral digtrict. The Council shall set the
compensation and allowances, if any, to be paid
the members of the Commission. The Council shall
fill vacancies in the membership of the Commis-
sion for the unexpired terms.

The initial members of the Commission are the
three members of the Charlotte Civil Service
Board and the three members of the Mecklenburg
County Civil Service Board serving at the effec-
tive date of this charter. Within ninety days
after the effective date of the charier, the Coun-
cil shall appoint a seventh member of the Com-
mission. At the initial meeting of the full Com-
mission, all members shall draw lots to determine
the lengths of the initial terms. Four shall serve
until March 1, 1974, and three unti! March 1, 1976.
Thereafter, all terms shall be for four years.

The Council may remove a member by a two-
thirds vote for cause only.

At its initial meeting and in March of each sub-
sequent year, the Commission shall elect a chair-
man and may elect other officers. A majority of
the members of the Commission constitutes a
quorum. The Commission may determine its own
rules of procedure.

Qee. 5-18. Jurisdiction. Excepl as provided in
section 5-22 of this charter, the Commission has
jurisdiction over all the officers and employees of
the police department of the consolidated govern-
ment and the Charlotte urban service district fire
department,

Qee. 5-19. Powers and duties. The Commission:
(a) Shall establish reasonable requirements for
employment and for examination of applicants.
By or at the direction of the Commission, all appli-
cants shall be examined. Examinations shall be
competitive, open, and free to all persons meeting
the Commisgion’s requirements. The Commission

shall establish rules and regulations for adminis-

tration of examinations. Examinations shall be
practical in character, shall be limited to matters
that fairly test the relative ability of the applicant
to discharge the duties of the position and shall
include tests of mental and physical qualifications
and health. No applicant may be examined con-
cerning his political or religious opinions or affilia-
tions.

{b) Shall publicize the time and place of every
examination and the kind of positions to be filled.

{¢) Shall prepare and keep a register of persons

passing the examinations ranked according to

3
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their performance on the examinations, The chiefs
shall make appointments and promotions from the
register and under the eligibility rules and regula-
tions established by the Commissgion,

(d) Shall make an annual report to the Coun-
eil. The Council may prescribe the form and con-
tent of the report. .

{e) May secure necessary staff services and re-
quest assistance in the performance of its duties
from any officer, employee or department of the
consolidated government,

(f) Is entitled to suitable rooms for its use. With
the consent of the Council, the Commission may
uge the facilities of the consolidated government
or any of ifs agencies, boards, commissions or
authorities for holding examinations.

(2) May on its own inifiative conduct indepen-
dent invesgtigations into the fitness of any officer
or employee.

Sec. b-20, Political activity. No officer or
employee of the police department of the consoli-
dated government or the Charlotte urban service
distriet fire department may take part in any
election or political function except by exercising
his right to vote. The Commission shall dismiss
any officer or employee who it determines after
investigation and hearing hasg violated this section.

See, 5-21, Diseiplinory actions. Except as pro-
vided in section 5-22 of this charter, the Commis-
sion may not dismiss a person except for cause,
upon written complaint signed by the chief of the
department in which he is employed and until ha
has been given an opportunity to be heard by
the Commission in his own defense.

The chief of either department may suspend,
with or without pay, and cite to the Commission
for hearing any officer or employee charged with
violating any rule or regulation of the depart-
ment. The Commission shall hold a hearing not
more than fifteen days nor earlier than ten days
after the day of suspension unless an earlier date
is requested in writing by the officer or employee
and the earlier date is approved by the chairman
of the Commission. If the officer or employee is
suspended without pay and found not guilty or ths
charges against him are dismissed, he ghall be
fully reinstated and reimbursed for any loss of
time or pay.

If the Commission determines that the officer
or employee has violated a rule or regulation of
his department, the Commission may discharge
him, suspend him without pay for a period not to

exceed ninety days, or place him on probation
for & period not to exceed one year upon reason-
able conditions fixed by the Commission. In the
conduct of its investigations, the Commission may
subpoena witnesses, administer oaths and com-
pel the production of evidence. Its orders are en-
forceable pursuant to section 11-87 of this char-
ter.

The chief of either department may suspend
without pay for a period of time not to exceed
thirty days any officer or employee for violating
any rule or regulation of the department. Any
officer or employee may appeal his suspension tn
the Commission within five days after the sus-
pension by giving written notice of appeal to the
Commission with a copy to the ehief, If the of-
ficer or employee is suspended without pay and
cn appeal found not guilty or the charges against
him are dismissed, he shall be fully reinstated
and reimbursed for any loss of time or pay.

Any officer or employee found guilty by the
Commission may appeal to a court of competent
jurisdiction. The trial upon appeal shall be gov-
erned by the provisions of Article 33, Chaptler
143 of the General Statutes of North Carolina per-
taining to Judicial Review of Decisions of Certain
Administrative Agencies.

Sec. 5-22. Fxceptions and limitations. (a) Ex-
cept as provided in sections 4-19 and 4-20 of this
charter, the provisions of this article do not apply
to the chief of either department. The provisions
of section 5-21 do not apply to 2 member of either
department who has not been a member for at
least twelve months. A person newly appointed
to either department serves a twelve-month proba-
tionary period during which he is subject to dis-
charge by the chief under rules adopted by the
department with the Commission’s approval.

(b} A chief shall make all appointments and
promotions of members of his department from
lists of eligibles certified by the Commission. A
promotion may be made for a probationary period
under rules adopted by the department with the
Commisgsion’s approval.

(c) During any war-time emergency and for
six months thereafter, each department may em-
ploy persons on a temporary basis. The chief may
discharge temporarily employed members withoui
preferring charges, under rules adopted by the
depariment with the Commission’s approval.

(d) The Council may authorize a chief to ap-
point without previous examination by the Com-
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migsion auxiliary members of his department.
When called to duty by the chief, an auxiliary
member shall have all the powers and duties of a

vegular member of the department. The chief may
discharge an auxiliary member with or without
cause and without a hearing by the Commission.

CHAPTER 6. BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND AUTHORITIES

Chariotte-Mecklenbutg Board of
Education

Article 1.

Qec. 6-1. Number of members; how elected. The
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education is
continued as a body corporate and continues to

have nine members. There are six school electoral .

districts, and the qualified voters of each district
shall elect one member of the Board. The qualified
voters of the entire consolidated government shall
elect the remaining three members. Elections for
membership on the Board are ncnpartisan and
shall be conducted according to the procedures set
out in chapter 9 of this charter. Except as pro-
vided in section 6-4, terms dre four years.

Sec. 6-2. Districts established; vedistricting.
The boundaries and the numbers of the six dis-
tricts are set out in chapfer 14 of this charter.
The school electoral distriets ghall be redrawn at
the same time and according to the same pro-
cedures as the Council electoral districts.

Sec. 6-3. Qualifications. To be eligible for elee-
tion to and membership on the Board of Educa-
tion, a person must be a qualified voter of the
consolidated government. A person seeking elec-
tion from a district must reside in and be a regis-
tered voter of that district at the time he files his
notice of candidacy. A member elected or ap-
pointed from a district must reside in and be a
registered voter of the district he represents.

Qec. 6-4. Transitional elections. The nine mem-
bers of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Edu-
eation elected to six-year terms beginning in 1966,
1968 and 1970 and ending in 1972, 1974 and 1976
shall serve until the expiration of their terms.
Their successors shall be elected at the time of the
primaries for nomination of State officers in
1972, 1974 and 1976 and shall take office on the
first Monday in the December following their
election. In each of these three elections, however,

two members shall be elected from distriets and
one member from the county at large, as follows:

1972 Two district members___four-year terms
' (Districts A and B)
One at-large member____four-year term
1974+ Two district members___four-year terms
(Districts C and D)
One at-large member .__four-year term
1976 One district member ___two-year ferm
(District E)
One district member.___four-year term
(District ')
One at-large member .___two-year term

At the expiration of the terms set out above and
thereafter, all terms shall be for four years.

Sec. 8-5. Vocancies. A vacancy in the member-
ship of the Board exists when a duly elected
person refuses to gualify or when a member who
has been elected and has qualified either dies or
resigns, and may be declared by the Board by a
vote of two-thirds of its membership when a
member who has been elected and has qualified
either becomes incapacitated, is convicted of a
felony or no longer meets the qualifications set
by section 6-3 of this charter, Vacancies are filled
in the following manner:

(a) For members elected from districts, if a
vaeancy occurs or is declared more than 120 days
before the next regular election for the seat va-
cated, the vacancy shall be filled at a gpecial
election called by the Council, to be held within
90 days after the day the vacaney occurs or is de-
clared. The Council shall set the filing period,
which must be at least thirty days in length. If a
regular election for the seat vaecated will take
place within 120 days after the day the vacancy
is -declared, the vacancy shall be filled at that
election.

(b) For members elected at large, the vacancy
shall be filled at the first county-wide election
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held more than 60 days after the day the vacancy
occurs or is declared, The Counecil ghall set the
filing period, which must be at least thirty days
in length.

The person elected to fill the vacancy shall
gualify by taking and subscribing the oath re-
quired by Article VI, section 7 of the Constitution
of North Carolina and shall serve the remainder
of the unexpired term.

Sec. 6-6. Taking office. A person elected to
membership on the Board of Education takes of-
fice on the first Monday in December in the vear
of his election and shall take and subscribe the
cath reguired by Article VI, section 7 of the
Constitution of North Carolina,

Sec. 6-7. Organization meeting. In Jannary of
each year, the Board of Education shall hold an
organizational meeting, at which it shall elect a
chairman and may eleet other officers.

Sec, 6-8, Board subject to general law. Except
as provided in this charter or any local act apply-
ing to Charlotte or Mecklenburg County, the
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education shall
operate under the provisions of the general laws
of the state.

Sec. 6-9 through 6-19. Reserved.

Article 2, Mecklenburg County Board
of Alcoholic Beverage Control

Sec. 6-20. Board subject to general law. Except
as provided in this charter or any local act apply-
ing to Mecklenburg County, the Mecklenburg
County Board of Aleoholic Beverage Control shall
cperate under the provisions of the general laws
of the state.

Sec. 6-21. Election of the Board. Before each
joint meeting held pursuant to G.S. 18-41 to select
a member of the Mecklenburg County Board of
Alcoholic. Beverage Control, the Couneil, the
Mecklenburg County Board of Health and the
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education shall
each designate five of their members (and any
number of alternates) to serve on the composite
board. Each of the fifteen persons so selected has
one vote in matters before the composite board. If
any of the fifteen is absent from the joint meet-
ing, an alternate may serve in hig place; other-
wise no other member of the three boards is
entitled to vote at the joint meeting.

Sec. 6-22. No ABC store in Davidson. The Meck-
lenburg County Board of Aleoholic Beverage

Control Shall not locate a liquor store within the
corporate limits of the Town of Davidson.

Sec. 6-23 through 6-27. Reserved.

Articles 3 and 4. Reserved
Sec. 6-28 through 6-40. Reserved.

Article 5. Appointed Boards,
Commissions and Authorities

PART 1. GENERAIL PROVISIONS

Sec. 6-41, Applicability of part. Except as ex-
pressly provided in this article, each board, com-
mission and authority established or continued by
this article is subject to the provisions of this
part. '

Sec. 6-42. Fair representation. In appointing
persons to boards, commissions and authorities,
the Council shall secure reasonable representa-
tion on each board, commission and authority of
all sexes, races, income groups, geographic see-
tions of the county and political parties. This
section also applies to appointments to all boards,
commissions and authorities established under
provisions of general law or by ordinance or reso-
Iution of the Couneil.

Sec. 6-43. Membership. To be eligible for ap-
pointment to and membership on a board, com-
mission or authority, a person must be a qualified
voter of the consolidated government. Terms be-
gin on March 1. The Council shall appoint the
members, except ex officio members, of boards,
commissions and authorities and shall fill vacan-
cies in boards, commissions and authorities for
the unexpired term.

Sec, 6-44. Compensation. The Council shall set
the compensation and allowances, if any, to be
paid members of boards, commissions and au-
thorities. :

Sec. 6-45. Officers and procedures. {a) Offi-
cers.—At its initial meeting and in March of each
subsequent year, each board, commission and au-
thority shall elect a chairman and may elect other
officers.

(b) Meeting procedures.—A majority of the
members of any board, commission or authority
constitute a quorum. Each board, commission and
authority may determine its own rules of pro-
cedure. '

Sec. 6-46. Management of funds. Each board,
commission and authority is subjeet to the budget.
ing and fiscal control provisions of this charter.

Sec. 6-47. Personnel policies. The executive di-
rector (by whatever title) of each board, com-
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migsion or authority, in accordance with the per-
sonnel policies of the consolidated government,
shall appoint personnel to carry out the programs
and policies of the board, commission or au-
thority.

Yec. 6-48 through 6-b1. Reserved.

PART 2. CHARLOTTE-MECKLENBURG
PLANNING COMMISSION

Sec. 6-52. Commission established; member-

ship. The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning Com- .

migsion has fifteen members appointed by the
Council to four-year staggered terms. The ten
members of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning
Commission serving at the effective date of this
charter continue as members of the Commission.
Within 90 days after the effective date of the
charter, the Council shall appoint five additional
memhers. At the initial meeting of the full Com-
mission, all members shall draw lots to determine
the lengths of their initial terms. Three shall
serve until March 1, 1974, four until March 1,
1975, four until March 1, 1976, and four until
March 1, 1977. Thereafter all terms are four
years.

Sec. 6-53. Appoiniment of plunning director.
The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning Commission
shall appoint the planning director.

Sec. 6-54. Powers and duties, Except as modi-
fied by this eharter, the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Planning Commission has all the powers and

duties granied to planning commissions by gen-

eral law or by any local act applying to Mecklen-
burg County. ,
Sec. 6-55 through 6-58. Reserved,

PART 3. CHARLOTTE-MECKLENBURG
BOXING AND WRESTLING COMMISSION

Sec. 6-59. Cormission established; member-
ghip. The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Boxing and
Wrestling Commission has five members ap-
pointed by the Council to three-year staggered
terms. The Counei]l shall designate one of the
" members to serve as chairman of the Commission.
The three members of the Charlotte Boxing and
Wrestling Commission serving at the effective
date of this charter continue as members of the
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Boxing and Wrestling
Commission. Within 90 days after fhe effective
date of the charter, the Courcil shall appoint two
additional members, At the initial meeting of the
full Commission, all members shall draw lots fo

determine the lengths of their initial terms. One
shall gerve until March 1, 1974, two until March
1, 1975, and two until March 1, 1976. Thereafter
all terms are three years.

Sec. 6-60. Boxing and wrestling matches per-
snitted. Tt is lawful to engage in, manage or pro-
mote boxing maches not in excess of fifteen
rounds and wrestling matches in the area of the
former City of Charlotte or in any urban service
district replacing the City of Charlotte. No match
may be held, however, without the written con-
gent of the Boxing and Wrestling Commission.

Sec. 6-61. Powers and duties of the Commis-
sion. The Boxing and Wrestling Commission may:

(a) Establish regulations governing all boxing
and wrestling matches staged pursuant to this
part and recommend to the Council which of the
regulations ought to be enacted as ordinances of
the consolidated government; and

(b) Fix and collect a uniform license fee for
each boxing or wrestling match staged in accord-
ance with this part. The fee may not exceed five
per cent of the gross proceeds from ticket sales
for each mateh. The net proceeds from license
fees shall be used for park and recreation pur-
poses.

Sec. 6-62. Penalties for wiolgtions. Any person
engaging in, promoting or aiding or ahetfing any
boxing or wrestling match without the written
consent of the Boxing and Wrestling Commission
is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction
shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars
or imprisoned not less than ten days nor more
than one month, in the discretion of the court.

Sec. 6-63. Transfer of regulatory powers. The
Council may abolish the Boxing and Wrestling
Commission and transfer its powers to itself or to
an official or a department, agency, board, com-
mission or authority of the consolidated govern-
ment. A

Sec. 6-64 through 6-65. Reserved,

PART 4. PUBLIC LIBRARY OF
CHARLOTTE AND MECKLENBURG COUNTY

See. 6-66. Library continued; Board established.
The Public Library of Charlotte and Mecklenburg
County, a corporation herefofore created and ex-
isting, I1s continued as a body corporate by the
same name and by that name may adopt a com-
mon seal, sue and be sued, contract for the pur-
poses of this part, and acquire and hold any
property and rights of property, real and per-
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gonal, that may be devised, bequeathed, sold or in
any manner conveyed or dedicated to or otherwise
acquired by it.

The Public Library is governed by a Board of
Trustees of seven members. One is the Mayor or
his designee and one the superintendent of schools
for Mecklenburg County or his designee. There
also are five public trustees appointed and re-
movable by the Couneil.

The four public trustees of the Library Board
serving at the effective date of this charter con-
tinue as members of the Board. Their terms,
however, are extended to the March 1 next oceur-
ring after the otherwise applicable expiration

date to those terms. Within 90 days after the _

effective date of the charter, the Couneil shall
appoint one additional public trustee, whose term
shall expire on March 1, 1976. Thereafter all
terms are four years. No public trustee may serve
for more than two consecutive four-year terms
on the Board. '

Sec. 6-67. Powers and duties. The RBoard of
Trustees shall provide free library service, as de-
fired in the General Statutes of North Carolina
and as outlined in standards approved by the
North Carolina State Library, in Mecklenburg
County. For that purpose it shall administer and
control the Public Library of Charlotte and Meck-
lenburg County, including all branches operated
ingide or outside Mecklenburg County. Specifi-
cally, the Board:

(a) May formulate programs, policies and
regulations for the government of the Public Li-
brary; )

{b) Shall appoint the Director of Libraries;

(c) Shall prepare, In accordance with the
budgeting procedures of this charter, an annual
budget for operation of the Public Library;

{d) Shall initially establish its own accounting
and fiseal control procedures, but the Couneil may
place the Public Library under some or all of the
fiscal control procedures of thig charter;

(e) Subject to the consent of the Council, may

sell, encumber, convey, or otherwise dispose of
real property belonging to the Public Library;
(f) May acquire, by purchase, exchange, be-
quest or otherwise, library materials for the Puab-
lic Library, including but not limited to books,
plates, pictures, engravings, maps, magazines,
pamphlets, newspapers, manuscripts, films, re-
cordings, or other specimens, works of literature,
or objects of art, historical significance or curi-
osity. The Board has exclusive responsibility for

these acquisitions, and need not comply with the
purchasing precedures of this charter or of Ar-
ticle 8 of Chapter 143 of the General Statutes of
North Carolina;

{g) May publish and distribute a history of
Charlotte and Mecklenburg County; and

(h) May extend the privileges and use of the
Publiec Library to nonresidents of Mecklenburg
County, and establish branches in counties and
municipalities outside of Mecklenburg County,
upon any terms and conditions the Board may
prescribe. .

In addition to the powers and duties gpecified
in this section, the Board may exercise any power
or duty not inconsistent with those specified that
is conferred on public library trustees by the gen-
eral laws of the state.

Sec. 6-68. Prohibition on censorship of library
materials. 1t is the responsibility of the Public
Library to provide the people of Mecklenburg
County with library materials representing the
widest diversity of opinions and attitudes. It is
recognized that in performing this responsibility
the Public Library will on occasion acquire ma-
terials that may be objectionable to a part of the
community. Nevertheless, neither the Board of
Trustees nor personnel of the Public Library shall
be compelled either directly or indirectly to ban
or censor any library material.

Sec., 6-69 through 6-73. Reserved.

PART 5. CHARLOTTE-MECKLENBURG
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

Sec. 6-74. Commission continued,; membership.
The Charlotte Park and Recreation Commission,
a corporation heretofore created and existing, is
continued under the name of the Charlotte-Meck-
lenburg Park and Recreation Commission and by
that name may adopt a common seal, sue and be
sued, and contract for the purposes of this part.
The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Park and Reereation
Commission is the legal successor to the Charlotte
Park and Recreation Commission,

The Commission has twelve members ap-
pointed by the Council to four-year staggered
terms. The Commission members shall by 1975
and at all times thereafter include persons re-
siding in each of the six school electoral districts,

The seven members of the Charlotte Park and
Recreation Commission serving at the effective
date of this charter and the seven members of the
Mecklenburg Recreation Commission serving at
the effective date of this charter are the initial
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Charlotte-Mecklenburg Park and Recreation Com-
mission. The Charlotte commissioners shall serve
antil the March 1 next preceding the expiration
date of the terms to which they were appointed,
and the Mecklenburg commissioners shall serve
until the March 1 next oceurring after the other-
wise applicable expiration date of the terms to
which they were appointed. Of the three initial
mermbers whose terms expire in 1974, the Coun-
cil shall replace only two, and of the four initial
members whose terms expire in 1975, the Couneil
shall replace only three. Upon the expiration of
the terms of the initial members, all appointinents
shall be to four-year terms.

Qee. 6-75. Powers and duiies. The Commission
shall supervise, control and operate the park and
recreation system of the consolidated govern-
ment. Specifically, the Commisgion:

(a) May formulate programs and policies and
adopt regulations and schedules of fees and
charges for use of the park and recreation
system;

(b) May acquire, subject to the consent of the
Council, by whatever means, and uge, lay out, im-
prove and maintain parks, playgrounds and other
recreational facilities within or without the juris-

diction of the consolidated government. As one

method of acquisition the Commission may pur-
chase real property upon deferred payments and
execute a note or notes to evidence the deferred
payments. The note or notes shall be gecured by
mortgages or deeds of trust on the property pur-
chased, but that property shall be the sole seeurity
for payment of the note or notes. The note or
notes shall not be a pledge of the faith and credit
of the Commission or of the consolidated govern-
ment

(¢) May provide equipment for recreation,
play and entertainment;

(d) May spongor and promote shows, events,
games and activities involving the use of the prop-
erty and facilities of the park and recreation sys-
tem and make and colleet reasonable charges
therefor;

(e) Shall appoint the director of parks and
recreation; and :

(f) Shall prepare, in accordance with the
budgeting procedures of this charter, an annual
budget for operation of the park and recreation
system.

See. 6-76. Sale and disposal of property. The

Commission may sell its personal property at
private sale. Real property subject to the super-

vision and control of the Commission may be sold
or otherwise disposed of upon a finding by the
Commission that it is no longer needed or suitable
for purposes of the Commission or that the sale

would be in the public interest, and according to

the following procedures:

(a) For property held by the Commission in
its own name, the Commission with the written
consent of the Council may sell the property or
exchange it for property of substantially similar
value.

(b) For property held by the consolidated gov-
ernment, the consolidated government with the
written consent of the Commission may sell the
property or exchange it for property of substan-
tially similar value.

~(e) For property held jointly by the consoli-
dated gévernment and the Commission, the con-
solidated government and the Commission by
joint action may sell the property or exchange it
for property of substantially similar value,

The consolidated government shall use proceeds
of any sale of real property subject to the general
gupervigion and control of the Commission for
park and recreation purposes. Real property may
be sold pursuant to this section by any method
available to the consolidated government for sale
of real property.

Qac. 6-T7. Cooperation with the Board of Kdu-
cation and other agencies. (a) The Commission
and the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Educa-
tion may cooperate and undertake joint projects
for park and recreation purposes involving the
use of property and facilities belonging to the con-
solidated government, the Commigsion or the
Board. Cooperation may include expenditure of
funds, furnishing of facilities including the use
of land and water, and sharing in the expenses
connected with joint projects. In connection with
joint projects, the Board may:

(1) Allow the use of its facilities for
park and recreation purposes without
requiring any bond to indemnify it
against damages thereto;

(2) Lease its land or facilities to the
Commission for perinds of time deter-
mined by the Board and reimburse the
Commission for imprevements placed
upon the land upon termination of the
lease even though termination occurs
more than one year after the date of the
lease; : '

(3) Share with the Commission the
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expenses of repairs, completed projects,
bulldings or structures on property
owned by the Board and accomplished
within the limits of G.S. 143-185 by em-
ployees of the Commission; and

{(4) Make contracts with the Com-
mission providing for the payment of
money or the fulfillment of obligations
not authorized in the budget of the’
Board regardless of the provisions of
G.8. 115-48 or G.B. 115-52,

{b) The Commission and any other agency,
board, commission or authority of the consoli-
dated government also may cooperate and under-
take joint projects for recreational use of prop-
erties under the ownership or control of the
other. An agency, board, commission or authority
cooperating with the Park and Recreation Com-
mission may take any action that the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Board of Education may take pur-
suant to this section.

Sec. 6-78 through 6-81, Reserved.

PART 6. AUDITORIUM-COLISEUM
AUTHORITY

Sec. 6-82. Authority esteblished,; membershivp.
The control and administration of the Ovens Au-
ditorium, the Charlotte Coliseum and any other
faeility designated by the Council shall be vested
in the Auditorium-Coliseum Authority.

The Authority has seven members appointed by
the Council to four-year staggered terms, The
five members of the Auditorium-Coliseum Au-
thority serving at the effective date of this char-
ter continue as members of the Authority. They
shall serve until the March 1 next preceding the
expiration date of the terms to which they were
appointed. Within 90 days after the effective date
of the charter, the Council shall appoint two ad-
ditional members, one to serve until March 1,
1975, and one until March 1, 1976. Thereafter all
terms are four years.

Sec. 6-83. Management of funds. The Authority
initially shall establish its own budgeting and
fiscal control procedures, but the Counecil may
place the Authority under some or all of the
budgeting and fiscal control procedures of this
charter, Except as the Council approves their use
for other purposes of the Authority, the net pro-
ceeds from the operation of the auditorium and
coliseur: shall be used to pay the interest and re-
tirement on the bended debt of the consolidated
government incurred for those facilities, and shall

not be used for any other purpose until the bonds’
principal and interest have bheen paid.

Sec. 6-84, Powers and duties. The Authority:

{a) May make reasonable regulations and set
rents and fees for the operation and maintenance
of the properties and facilities; ’

(b) May sponsor and promote shows, events,
games and aclivities involving the use of the
properties and facilities and make and collect
reasonable charges therefor;

(c) Shall appoint the executive director of the
Authority and set his salary. The executive di-
rector shall appoint personnel to carry out the
programs and policies of the Authority. The Au-
thority initially shall establish its own personnel
policies, but the Council may place the Authority
under some or all of the personnel policies of the
congolidated government; -

(d} May expend funds for advertising and pro-
moting the use of the properties and facilities;
and

(e) May make contracts to exercise its powers
and execute its duties.

See. 6-85 through 6-88. Reserved.

PART 7. CHARLOTTE-MECKLENBURG
HOUSING AUTHORITY

Sec. 6-89. Authority continued; operated under
general law. The Charlotte Housing Authority, a
corporation heretofore created and existing, is
continued as a body corporate by this charter
under the name of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Housing Authority, The Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Housing Authority is the legal succesgor to the
Charlotte Housing Authority. Except as provided
in this charter or in any local act applying to
Mecklenburg County, the Authority shall operate
under the provisions of the general laws of the
state. : :

Sec. 6-390. Authority membership. The Author-
ity has fifteen commissioners appointed by the
Council to four-year staggered terms. One-third
of the commissioners shall be public housing ten-
ants. The five members of the Charlotte Housing
Authority serving at the effective date of this
charter continue as commissioners of the Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg Housing Authority. Within 90
days after the effective date of the charter, the

Council shall appoint ten additional members, At

the initial meeting of the full Authority, all mem-
bers shall draw lots to determine the lengths of
their initial terms. Four shall serve until March
1, 1974, four until- March 1, 1975, four until
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March 1, 1976, and three until March 1, 1977,
Thereafter all terms are four years.

Sec. 6-91. Powers and duties. The Authority
shall prepare, in accordance with the budgeting
procedures of this charter, an annual budget for
the operation of the Housing Authority.

dec. 6-92 through 6-95. Reserved.

PART 8 CHARLOTTE-MECKLENBURG
REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

See. B-96. Commission continued; operated un-
der general low. The Charlotte Redevelopment
Commission, a corporation heretofore created and
existing, is continued as a body corporate by this
charter under the name of the Charlotte-Mecklen-
burg Redevelopment Commission. The Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Redevelopment Commission is the
legal successor of the Charlotte Redevelopment
Commission. Except as provided in thig charter
or in any local act applying to Charlotte or Meck-
lenburg County, the Commission shall operate
under the provisions of the general laws of the
state,

See. 6-97. Commission membership. The Com-
mission has five memhers appointed by the Coun-
cil to four-year staggered terms. No member of
the Commission may serve more than two con-
secutive four-year terms. The members of the
Charlotte Redevelopment Commission serving at
the effective date of this charter are the initial
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Redevelopment Commis-
sion. They shall serve until the March 1 next oc-
curring after the otherwise applicable expiration
date of the fterms to which they were appointed.
Thereafter all terms are four years. _

Sec. 6-98. Preparation of budget. The Commis-
sion shall prepare, in accordance with the budget-

‘ing procedures of this charter, an annual budget

for operation of the Commission.

Sec. 6-99. Sele of properties. The Commission
may sell its real property in the manner provided
by general law for either redevelopment commis-
siong or boards of county commissioners, or by
any local act applying to Charlotte or Mecklen-
burg County. Before making any sale, however,
the Commission must obtain the consent of the
Council.

CHAPTER 7. PLANNING, REGULATORY AND OTHER POWERS

SUBCHAPTER A. PLANNING POWERS
Article 1. Comprehensive Plan

Sec. T-1. Plan developed and adopted. It is the
responsibility of the planning department and the
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning Commission to
develop a comprehensive plan for Mecklenburg
County and the consolidated government. The
Commission shall hold one or more public hear-
ings on the plan.

The comprehensive plan shall include, but shall
not be limited {o, the approximate location, gen-
eral character and extent of land use, streeis,
public utility systems, parks, playgrounds, open
spaces, schools, urban renewal project areas, pub-
lic transit, airports, public housing, hospitals,
health centers, libraries, fire stations, community
centers and all other government buildings and
facilities, The comprehensive plan shall include
any recommended policies, programs, ordinances,

regulations, development standards and other de-
vices appropriate to achieving the proper physical,
gocial and economic development of the county.
Following preparation of the plan, the Planning
Commission shall present it to the Council. The
Council shall review the plan and hold one or
more public hearings on it. After discussions

‘with the Planning Commission and the planning

department, the Council may make modifications
in the plan. The Council shall then adopt the
plan. At least every two years thereafter the
Planning Commission shall resubmit the plan to
the Counecil with any suggested modifications.
The Council shall review the plan at a public
hearing and take any necessary action.
Sec. 7-2 and 7-3. Reserved.

Article 2. Mandatory Referrals

Sec. 7-4. Reguirements ond procedures. No
street, no park or other open space, no public
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building or structure and no publicly owned public

utility may be authorized or constructed by the
consolidated government or any department, agen-
cy, board, commission or authority of the consoli-
dated government until the location and extent
thereof have been submitted to and approved by
the planning director as being in general con-
formity with the comprehensive plan. If the plan-
ning director disapproves, he shall submit . hig
reasons to the Council, which may overrule hig
disapproval by a vote of a majority of its mem-
bership.

The consolidated government shall not widen,
narrow, relocate or vacate any street, nor shall
it or any of its agencies, boards, commissions or

authorities change the use of, accept, acquire, sell
or lease any real property or structure until the
proposed action has been approved by the plan-
ning director as being in general conformity with
the comprehensive plan. If he disapproves, the
planning director shall submit his reasons to the
Council, which may overrule his disapproval by a
vote of a majority of its memberghip.

If the planning director does not approve or
disapprove within 30 days from the date of sub-
mittal of any project or action, he shall be deemed
to have approved the submitted project or action.
A longer period of study, however, may be granted
by the department, agency, board, commission
or authority making the submission.

Sec. 7-5 and 7-6. Reserved.

Article 3. Zoning Regulations

Sec. 7-7. Zoning power, For the purpose of
promoting health, safety, morals and the general
welfare, the zoning power of the Council includes
the power to reculate and restrict

{a) the height, number of stories and
size of buildings and other structures,
(b) the percentage of lot that miay be
occupied,
(¢} the size of yards, courts, and other
Open spaces,
{d) the density of population, and
(e} the location and use of buildings,
structures and land for trade, industry,
residence or other purposes, except farm-
ing.
No zoning regulations may affect bona fide farms,
but any use of farm property for non-farm pur-
poses is subject to zoning regulations. The Coun-
cil may define “bona fide farm” and “farm pur-
poses.” No zoning ordinance may regulate fer-

ritory within the zoning, jurisdiction of any of

the towns of Cornelius, Davidson, Huntersville,
Matthews and Pinevilie that continue as separate
municipalities unless the governing board of the
toewn by resolution agrees,

Sec, T-8. Awmendmments to zoning ordinances.
The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning Commission
shall hold any public hearing required by law be-
fore the Council can amend the zoning ordinance.
The Commission may hold the hearing itself, may
designate a panel of its members to hold the
hearing or may designate a hearing examiner to
hold the hearing. The Commission shall forward
the full hearing record, which shall include its
recommendations and the reasons therefor to the
Council for action, Any person may also forward
to the Council his views upon the proposed
amendment,

The Council may decide whether to amend the
ordinance on the basis of the record presented to
it, or may, by a vote of a majority of ifs mem-
bership, first hold a public hearing itself on the
proposed amendment. A majority of the member-
ship of the Council iz required o overrule a
recommendation of the Planning Commission, but
in no other instance is a special majority of the
Council necessary in order to amend the Zoning
ordinance.

It the Council shall have provided by ordinance
for the classification of zoning districts from
highest to lowest classification, it may change
the existing zoning classification of the area
covered by a petition for rezoning, or any part or
parts thereof, to the classification requested or
to a higher classification or classifications, with-
out need of withdrawal or modification of the
petition. In order to exercise this power, the Coun-
cil shall cause the notice of the hearing on the
amendment to include a statement that this action
might be taken,

Any amendment to the zoning ordinance of the
consolidated government ghall be in conformity
with the comprehensive plan,

Sec. 7-9. Board of Adjustment. The Council
shall either appoint a Board of Adjustment or
charge the Planning Commission with the duties
of a board of adjustment. A Board of Adjust-
ment shall have no fewer than five and 7o more
than fifteen members, appointed to three-year
terms. The Ccuncil may provide for staggerad
terms of Board of Adjustment members.

The Board of Adjustment, or the Planning Com-
mission if authorized to act as a board of ad-
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justment, may hear any case itself, designate a
panel of at least five of its members to hear the
case, or designate a hearing examiner to hear the
case. A majority of the members of the Board,
Commission or panel constitutes a quorum. The
concurring vote of four-fifths of the members
present for the hearing of any case is necessary
to (a) reverse any order, requirement, decision
or defermination of any administrative official
charged with enforcement of the zoning ordinance,
{(b) decide in favor of the applicant any matter

upon which it is required to pass under the zon-

ing ordinance, or (¢) effect any variation in the
zoning ordinance. }

if the Council charges the Planning Commis-
sion with the duties of a board of adjustment,
any duties imposed by this charter or by any
veneral law or local act applicable to Mecklen-
burg County upon a board of adjusiment are
deemed to be imposed upon the Planning Com-
mission.

Sec. 7-10 through 7-14. Reserved.

Article 4. Subdivision Regulation

Sec. T-15. Subdivision ordinance. The Council
may by ordinance adopt regulations governing
the subdivision of land. The consolidated govern-

ment’s subdivision regulation jurisdiction is all -
of Mecklenburg County except land lying within

the subdivision regulation jurisdiction of any of
the towns of Cornelius, Davidson, Huntersville,
Matthews and Pineville that continue as separate
municipalities, unless the governing board of the
town by resolution transfers its subdivision regu-
lation jurisdiction to the consolidated government.

The ordinance shall require that before any plat

of a subdivision of land lying within the subdi-

vision regulation jurisdiction can be filed or re-
corded, it shall be submitted to and approved by
the Charlotte-Meckienburg Planning Commisgion
acting pursuant to regulations adopted by the
Council under authority of this article. The Com-
mission’s secretary shall note approval in writing
on the plat.

The ordinance may provide for the orderly de-
velopment of Mecklenburg County: for the co-
ordination of streets within subdivisions with
existing or planned streets or with other public
facilities; for the dedication or reservation of
rights of way or easements for street and utility
purposes, and of sites for recreation and schools;
and for the distribution of population and traffic
to avoid congestion and overcrowding and to cre-

ate conditions essential to health, safety, con-
venience and the general welfare.

The ordinance may include requirements that
the final plat show sufficient data to determine
readily and reproduce accurately on the ground
the location, bearing and length of every street
and alley line, lot line, eazement bourdary line and
other property boundary. These data shall include
the radius and other data for curved property
lines, to an appropriate accuracy and in conform-
ance with good surveying practice. -

The ordinance may include as a condition prece-
dent to the approval of the plat requirements as
to the following improvements: street grading,
street paving, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, and
water, sewer, surface water drainage and other
utility mains. The Council shall provide for the
tentative approval of the plat before these im-
provements are made, but this tentative approval
shall not be entered on the plat. The ordinance
may provide that in lieu of the completion of the
improvements hefore the final approval of a plat
the Council may accept a bond, in an amount and
with surety and conditions satisfactory to it, or a
letter of credit in an amount satisfactory to it,
providing for and securing to the consolidated gov-
ernment the making of the improvements within
a period specified by the Council and expressed in
the bond or the letter of credit. The consolidated
government may enforce these bonds or letters of
credit by any appropriate legal or equitable rem-
edies. The ordinance may also provide that in lieu
of the completion of the improvements before the
final approval of a plat an aszessm=nt may be
made under applicable laws governing assessments
for local improvements and the consolidated gov-
ernment may do the work, make installations, and
charge the cost to the owners of the property
within the subdivision.

The ordinance shall provide that the Planning
Cemmission approve or disapprove the final plat
not later than 60 days after its submission. Other-
wise the plat shall be deemed to have been ap-
proved, and the Planning Commission shall issue
a certificate to that effect on demand. However,
the applicant for the Commission’s approval may
waive this requirement and consent to the ex-
tensionn of the 60-day period. The grounds for
disapproval of any plat shall be entered in the
Commission’s minutes. The ordinance shall pro-
vide that an appeal may be taken to the Council
from the Planning Commission’s action, and the
Council may approve or disapprove in whole or in
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part or otherwise modify the aection of the Com-
mission,

Sec. 7-16. Public hearing on ordinance. Before
adopting a subdivision contro! ordinance or any
amendment thereof, the Council shall hold a pub-
lic hearing., Notice of the public hearing shall
be given once a week for two successive weeks
in a newspaper published in-Mecklenburg County
and shall be published the first time not less than
fifteen days before the date of the hearing.

Sec. 7-17. Effect of plat approval on status of
dedications. The approval of a plat by the Plan-
ning Commission does not constitute the accept-
ance by the consolidated government or the public
of the dedication of any street or other ground,
public utility line or other public facility shown
apon the plat.

Sec. 7-18. Recording of plots. If the Counci
adopts an ordinance regulating the subdivision of
land, the consolidated government clerk shall file

a copy of the ordinance with the Mecklenburg -

County Register of Deeds. Thereafter:

{a) The Register of Deeds shall not file or
record nor shall the Clerk of Superior Court of
Mecklenburg County order or direct the filing or
recording of a plat of a subdivision of land lying
within the subdivision regulation jurisdiction un-
less the plat has been approved by the Planning
Commission;

(b) The owner of land shown on a subdivision
plat submitted for recording, or his authorized
agent, shall sign a statement on the plat stating
whether or not any land shown therein is within
the subdivision reguiation jurisdiction;

(¢} The filing or recording of a plat of a sub-
division without the Planning Commission’s ap-
proval shall be void. o

Sec. T-19. Penalties for transferring lots in
unapproved subdivisions. If the Council adopts a
subdivigsion regulation ordinance, any owner or
agent of the owner of any land located within the
subdivision regulation jurisdiction who thereafter
transfers or sells this land by reference to a plat
showing a subdivision of the land before the plat
has been approved by the Planning Commission
and recorded in the office of the Mecklenburg
County Register of Deeds is guilly of a misde-
meanor. The consolidated government may seek
to enjoin the transfer or sale.

Sec.- T-20. Acceptance of an improvement in
unapproved streets. After the Council adopts a
subdivision control ordinance, the consolidated

government may not accept for maintenance, lay
out, open, impreve, grade, pave or light any street

or authorize the laying of water mains, sewers, |
connections or other facilities or utilities in any
street within the subdivision regulation jurisdic-
tion,

(2) unless the street previously was accepted
as, opened as, or otherwise received the legal
status of a public street,

(b} unless the street corresponds in its loca-
tion and lines with a street shown on a subdivi-
sion plat approved by the Planning Commission,
or

(¢) unless the street is accepted as a public
street by vote of a majority of the membership
of the Council.

Sec. T-21. Subdivision definition. A “subdivi-
sion” includes all divisions of a tract or parcel of
of land into two or more lots, building sites or
other divisions for the purpose, whether immedi-
ate or future, of sale, legacy or building develop-
ment, and includes all divisions of land involving
the dedication of & new street or a change in exist-
ing streets. The following, however, are not in-
cluded within this definition and are not subject
to the regulations authorized by this article:

(a) The combination or recombination of por-
tions of previously platted lots where the total
number of lots is not increased and the resultant
lots are equal to the standards of the consoli-
dated government,

(b) The division of land into parcels greater
than five acres where no street right-of-way dedi-
cation is involved, and

(¢} The public acquisition by purchase of
strips of land for the widening or opening of
streets.

Sec. 7-22 through 7-26. Reserved.

Article 5. Building Setback Lines

Seec. 7-27. Power to classify and establish, The
Council may (a) classify all or a portion of the
streets in Mecklenburg County according to their
size, present and anticipated traffic loads and
other characteristics relevant to the achievement
of the purposes of this article, and (b) establish
by ordinance minimum distances that buildings
constructed along each class or type of street
shall be set back from the right-of-way line or
the center line of the street. The Council may
classify portions of any street in a manner dif-
ferent from other portions of the same street
where the characteristics of the portions differ.
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Sec. 7-28." Purposes. Any setback line shall be
designed (a) to promote the public safety by
providing adequate sight distances for motorists
using the street, lessening congestion in the
street, facilitating the safe movement of traffic
on the street and providing adequate fire lanes
between buildings, and (b) to protect the public
health by keeping dwellings and other structures
an adequate distance from the dust, noise and
fumes created by traffic on the street and by in-
suring an adequate supply of light and air.

Sec. 7-29. Modification by Board of Adjust-
ment. Any setback line ordinance shall empower
the Board of Adjustment, upon an appeal filed
with it by the property owner, to vary or modify
setback requirements as they apply to a particular
piece of property. The Board may vary or modify
the requirements upon a showing that (a) the
peculiar nature of the property results in practical

difficulties or unnecessary hardships that impede -

carrying out the strict lettér of the requirement,
(b) the property will not vield a reasonable re-
turn or cannot be put to reasonable use unlesgs
relief is granted, and (c) balancing the public
interest in enforcing the szetback requirements
and the Interest of the owner, the grant of relief
is required by considerations of justice and equity.
In granting relief, the Board may impose reason-
able and appropriate conditions and safeguards to
protect the public interest and neighboring prop-
erties.

Sec. T-30. Enforcement. Any setback line or-
dinance may provide for enforcement through the
issuance of building permits and may be coordi-
nated with the enforcement of the building code,
the zoning ordinance or both, If any building or
structure is erected, construeted, reconstructed,
altered, repaired, converted or maintained in vio-
lation of the ordinance, the consolidated gov-
ernment, in addition to other remedies or penal-
ties, may bring any appropriate action or pro-
ceeding (a) to prevent, restrain, correct or abate
the violation, or (b) to prevent or abate the oceu-
pancy of the building or structure.

Sec. T-31 and 7-32. Reserved.

Article 6.
Regulation of Buildings in Flood Plains

Sec. T-33. Authorization. The consolidated
government may regulate and prohibit the con-
struction upon property subject to periodic sur-
face flooding of any buildings or structures de-

signed, intended or capable of being use:
human habitation.
Sec. 7-34 and 7-35. Reserved.

Article 7.

See. 7-36. Authorization and proceduyes.
consolidated government may:

(a) Survey, identify, designate, and, wit}
consent of the State Department of Archive;
History, certify and register all buildings,
and objects of architectural, historical, archec
cal or archival importance;

(b) Enter into agreements with owney
buildings and sites listed in the consolidated
ernment’s registry to attach a permanent se
the building or to erect a permanent marker g
site, indicating that the building or site ig 1
in the registry. In addition an agreement
impose on the realty a covenant running
the land providing that the building or site
not be altered, moved or destroyed until
months after written notice of intent to d
has been received by the consolidated goy
ment. The agreement shall be filed with
Mecklenburg County Register of Deeds. The
solidated government may seek injunction
prevent viclations of any covenant:

(c) Acquire by gift, devise, bequest, purc
or eminent domain real and personal prope
in Mecklenburg County that have architect:
historical, archeological or archival gignifica
The consoclidated government shall preserve
administer these properties and use them in a
that will not substantially impair their archi
tural, historical, archeological or archival sig
canee ;

(d) Enact an ordinance to require delay of
alteration, moving or destruction of any buil
or site listed in the consolidated governme
registry so that the government has an opj
tunity to seek alternative uses or buyers for
building or site, No ordinance may require de
for longer than six months after notice of int
to alter, move or destroy is received by the ¢
solidated government;

(e) Establish a commission to exercise
powers set out in subdivisions (a) and (b) ab¢
to administer any properties acguired under
terms of subdivision (c¢), to administer any ol
nance enacted under subdivision (d) and to T
form any other duties imposed by the Council.

Sec. 7-37 through 7-39. Reserved.

Historic Preservation
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Article 8. Architectural and
Design Review Board

Sec. 7-40. Awthorization and procedures. The

Council may establish an Architectural and Design.

Review Board to review and comment upon the
design and appearance of all facilities planned

for construction by the consolidated government

and any of its departments, agencies, boards, com-

missions or authoriiies. In reviewing plans and -

specifications of buildings, the Review Board shall
examine the proposed architectural style and
general design, the exterior surface treatment
{inctuding the kind and texture of building ma-
terial and colors), the arrangement and location
of buildings and structures on the site in ques-
tion and their relationships to other buildings
and structures, proposed landscaping, and the type
and style of all windows, doors, light fixtures,
signs and other appurtenant features., The Coun-
cil may asgsign other duties to the Review Board.
If i{ establishes & Review Board, the Council shall
specify the procedure to be followed by depart-
ments, agencies, boards, commissions and authori-
ties in submitting plans and specifications to the
Board, the procedures to be followed by the Board
in submitting its comments and what action shall
be taken upon receipt of the comments.
Sec. 7-41 through 7-42. Reserved.

Articles 9 and 10. Reserved
Sec. 7-44 through 7-53. Reserved.

SUBCHAPTER B. REGULATORY AND
OTHER POWERS

Article 11. Regulation of Business Activities

Bec, 7-b4. Regulating and lcensing businesses,
occupations, etc. The consolidated government
may, subject to general law and in the interest
of the public health, welfare, safety, order and
convenience, regulate and license occupations, bus-
inesses, trades, professions and forms of amuse-
ment or entertainment and prohibit those that
may be inimical to the public health, welfare,
safety, order or convenience. In leensing trades,
oceupations and professions, the consolidated gov-
ernment may, consistent with general law, require
applicants for licenses to be examined and charge
a reasonable fee therefor,

Sec. T-55. Regulating and franchising utilities.
The consolidated government may regulate and
supervize the operation of and grant or refuse
franchises or privileges to all public and quasi-

public utilities, except those owned and operated
by municipal governments, operating or doing
business within Mecklenburg County ; however, the
Council may not, pursuant to this section adopt
any regulations in contraveniion of the gen-
eral laws of North Carolina, as they are now
or may hereafter be enacted, applicable to these
utilities. The purpose of regulation shall be to
assure that all citizens receive equitable treat-
ment and good service and are charged just and
reasonable rates by the utilifies. Except within
any of the towns that continue as separate muni-
cipalities, the consolidated government also may
regulate the erection and location of all poles and
require that all wires, pipes and conduits be placed
underground.

Sec. 7-b6. Regulating solicitations. The con-
solidated government may regulate by ordinance
public solieitations within Mecklenburg County
for any charitable, benevolent, health, educational,
religious, patriotic or other similar ecause. No
ordinance, however, may apply to any sclicita-
tion confined to its membership made by a church
or religious organization, school or college, fra-
ternal or patriotic organization, civic elub or other
organization. Any ordinance adopted may:

(1) provide for its administration by a
board or commission;

(2} provide for regulation of the time,
place and manner of solicitation;

(3) require registration and permits
and impose fees to defray the reasonable
costs of administration;

{4) require publication of any infor-
mation tending to insure that solicita-
tions shall be free of deceit or fraud; and

(5) include any other requirements
that reasonably protect the public from
fraudulent solicitations.

This section is intended to supplement the
authority of the State Board of Social Services,
granted by Article 3, Part 1, Chapter 108 of the
General Statutes of North Carclina, to license
public solicitations. Grant of a license by the State
Board, however, does not exempt the Heensee from
compliance with any ordinance adopted pursuant
to this section,

Sec. T-57. Regulating emergency vehicles. The
consolidated government may establish regula-
tions governing the drivers and operators of
wrecker services and of other vehicles, aireraft

- and vessels used in connection with aeccidents,

emergencies and disasters; establish rates which
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may be charged by those operators; grant fran-.

chises to those operators on appropriate terms
and conditions; and contract with those operators
for related services. _

Sec, 7-58 through 7-62. Reserved.

Artiele 12. Prohibitions on Discrimination

Sec. 7-63. Awuthorization. The consolidated
government may, consistent with the Constitu-
tions of the United States and North Carolina, en-
act ordinances to prohibit acts of diserimination
based on race, color, national origin, religion or

Sex.
Sec. 7-64 and 7-65. Reserved.

Article 13. Regulations Invelving
Conditions of or upon Real Property

Sec. 7-66. Condemnation and removal of unsafe

buildings. The consolidated government may pro-
vide by ordinance for the entry in and upon all
premises, buildings and structures within Meck-
lenburg County to inspect and determine whether
they are unsafe and dangerous to life or property.
The ordinance may require the repair or removal
of unsafe and dangerous conditions, including the
removal of trash, rubbish and garbage. The ordi-
nance may algo provide for the condemnation of
any premises, buildings or structures that are
unsafe and dangerous to life or property and the
prohibition of further use or occupancy of. any
unsafe or dangerous premises, buildings or struec-
tures. If the owner of any condemned premises,
building or structure fails or refuses after notice,
hearing and order, to repair or remove the unsafe
premises, building or structure or any part there-
of, he is guilty of a misdemeanor and punishable
as for a violation of any ordinance. A copy of all
notices and orders shall be certified by the con-
‘solidated government clerk and filed for record-
ing in the office of the Clerk of Superior Court
for Mecklenburg County in the Record of Lis Pen-
dens, and from the date of recording shall be
binding upon the owner and his successors and
assigns. The consolidated government and its of-
ficers, employees, agents and contractors shall
not be liable in civil or criminal actions for acting
bursvant to this section or to any ordinance
adopted pursuant to the section.

Sec.. 7-67. Requiring sewer connections. The
consolidated government may require owners of
private drains, sinks and privies to fill up,
cleanse, drain, repair, fix and improve them, and
to cause all drains, toilets, sinks and all water or

sewerage facilities to be connected with the sys-

‘tems of the consolidated government.

Sec. 7-68. Requiring droinage. The consoli-
dated government may require owners of real
property to provide drainage facilities adequate
to keep their premises free from standing water
and dispose of the natural flow of water thereon.

Sec. 7-689. Requiring trash and weed remowval,
The consolidated government may require owners
of any real property to keep it free from trash,
weeds or overgrowth,

Sec.. 7-70.. Government action on orders; liens.
If the owner of any real property fails or refuses
to comply with an order made pursuant to this
article, or if in the case of an order made pur-
suant to section 7-66 the owner cannot be located
or found after reasonable and diligent search and
notice by publication, the consolidated govern-
ment may enter upon the owner’s premises, per-
form any work necessary for compliance with the
order, including, in the case of an order made pur-
suant to section 7-66, demolition and removal of
the building, and charge the costs of the work
against the owner. These costs shall be and re-
main a lien against the premises until paid in full,
and the lien may be collected or foreclosed in the
manner provided by law for the collection of un-
paid taxes.

Sec. T-71 through 7-75. Reserved.

Article 14, Powers of Firemen

Sec. 7-76. Destruction of butldings at fires.
The chief or any officer of the Charlotte urban
service district fire department, while in charge
at the scene of a fire, may order the destruction
of any building, structure or property when he
deems it necessary to stop the progress of a fire
and thereby protect life and property. No person
may be liable in any manner, in civil or eriminal
actions, for either giving or obeying orders pur-
suant to this section.

Sec, 7-77. Powers of arrest. The chief of the
Charlotte urban service district fire department
and any fireman of the department, while on duty
during fires, may exercise the powers conferred
upon police officers of the consolidated govern-
ment to make arrests and may arrest persons
without warrants for interference with or ob-
struction to the operations of the fire department.

Sec. 7-78 and 7-79. Reserved.

Article 15. Special Police
Sec. T-80. Authorization. If the Council de-
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termines that special officers are necessary to
police and guard designated public or private pre-
mises within Mecklenburg County, it may appoint
officers for terms of up to one year to police and
guard those premises and may remove the offi-
cers at any ftime. The consolidated government
clerk or his deputy shall swear in special officers
and maintain a record of their appointments.
Special officers have the same authority as reg-
ular police officers to enforce the law, maintain
" the peace on and about desighated premises and
make arrests. The civil service provisions of this
charter do not apply to special police.

Article 16, Public Transpﬁrtatiqn Systems

Sec. 7-81. Authorization. The consolidated gov-
ernment may plan, acquire, lease, establish, ope-
rate and maintain public transportation systems
and facilities and levy taxes and expend public
funds for these purposes. It may also, in con-
nection with these systems and facilities, acquire
real property, including improvements and fix-
tures, by any means, including by the power of
eminent domain. In addition, the consolidated
government may subsidize the operations of any
privately owned public transportation system, and
may levy taxes and expend public funds for this
purpose,

The Council may provide for the operation of
any public transportation system by an existing
department of the consolidated government, by a

CHAPTER 8.

Article 1. Accounting and Fiscal Control

Sec. 8-1. Fiscal year. The fiscal year of the
consolidated government commences on July 1 of
each year and ends on June 30 of the following
year.

Sec. 8-2, Finance director. The Mayor, with
the approval of the Council, shall appoint, or des-
ignate some other officer to exercise the duties
of, a finance director for the consolidated govern-
ment. The Mayor may remove the finance direc-
tor.

new department or by a board established for
that purpose,

The Council may submit to the voters of the
consolidated government the question of whether
to levy a special tax to support the operations of
a public fransportation system, either publicly
or privately owned. The question may be sub-
mitted at a regular election of the consolidated
government or at a special election called for that
purpose, If a majority of those voting in the elec-
tion vote in favor of a tax, the consolidated gov-
ernment shall be authorized to levy and expend a
property tax up to the approved rate to support
the operations of a public transportation system.

Sec. 7-82 through 7-84. Reserved.

Article 17. .Social Service Programs

See. 7-85. Aulhorization. The consolidated gov-
ernment may undertake, sponsor, organize, ad-
minister, engage in, carry out, finance and con-
tribute to any program of social services intend-
ed to further the health, welfare, education, safe-
ty, comfort and convenience of its citizens.

Sec. 7-86 and 7-87. Reserved.

Article 18. Miscellaneous Contributions

Sec. T-88. Awthorization. The consolidated gov-
ernment may make appropriations to public and
private agencies, groups, associations, corpora-
tions and persons for public purposes that will

- further the community’s healih, safety, educa-

tion, eulture and welfare.

FINANCE

It is the responsibility of the finance director
to see that the accounts of the eonsoclidated gov-
ernment and its offices, agencies, boards, com-
missions and authorities (all herein called “its
agencies™) are kept in accordance with generally
accepted prineciples of governmental accounting;
to see that all funds of the consolidated govern-
ment and its agencies are properly received and
deposited; to see that proper procedures are es-
tablished so that all funds of the consolidated
government and its agencies are disbursed in
accordance with its budget and the provisions of
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this charter or general law; to see that available
funds of the consolidated government and its
agencies are profitably invested; to keep the
Council, the Mayor and other administrators and
offices, agencies, boards, commisgions and au-
thorities advised of the financial condition of the
consolidated government and its agencies; and to
perform other duties and responsibilities imposed
apon him by the. Council or the Mayor,

Sec. 8-8. Treasurer. The chief administrative
officer, with the approval of the Mayor, shall ap-
point, or designate some other officer to exereise
the duties of, the treasurer of the consolidated
government. The treasurer shall maintain ac-
curate records concerning the bonded debt of
the consolidated government. and its agencies,
maintain all their sinking funds, audit at least
quarterly all petty cash funds maintained by
their officers or employees, and perform other
duties assigned to him by the finance director or
the Counecil,

Sec. 8-4. Designation of devository, The Coun-
cil shall designate one or more banks or trust com-
panies as the official depositories of the funds of
the consolidated government and its agencies.
The funds shall be secured in accordance with the
provisions of G.S., 159-28. It shall be unlawful
for any moneys of the consolidated government
and its agencies to be deposited in any place not
an official depository.

Sec. 8-5, Certificate of finance director. (a)
No bill or claim against the consgolidated govern-
ment or its agencies may be paid unless first ap-
proved by the officer or employee who hag the

~duty of administering the portion of the budget
to which it is to be charged. No bill or claim may
be paid in any form other than a check or draft
drawn on an officigl depository. No check or
draft is valid unless it hears upon its faee the
following certificate signed by the finance direc-
tor: “Provigion for the payment of this check
(or draft) has been made by an appropriation
duly made or bonds or notes duly authorized as
required by the Charter of The Consolidated
Government of Charlotte and Mecklenburg Coun-
ty-”

The Council may allow a bill or claim that the
finance director has disallowed, but only by res-
olution. The Mayor shall sign any check or draft
given in payment of a bill or claim thus allowed.
The official depository shall pay the check or
draft upon presentation of a certified copy of the

resolution. All members of the Counecil who vote
to pay any bill or claim when provision for its
payment has not been made by an appropriation

or by duly authorized bonds or notes are jointly

and severally liable for the full amount paid.

(b) No contract or agreement requiring the
payment of money may be made nor any requisi-
tion or purchase order for supplies or materials
issued, unless (i) an appropriation therefor ap-
pears in the budget and a sufficient unencumbered
balance remains in the appropriation to pay the
sums to fall due thereunder during the fiscal year,
or (ii) provision for payment of the gums to fall
due thereunder has been made or will be made
by the sale of bonds or notes duly issued or au-

-thorized to be issued in accordance with law, or

(iii) provision for the payment of the sums to fall

* due thereunder has been made by a graint or loan

or binding commitment of funds to be granted or
loaned to the congolidated government or its agen-
cies by a State or federal agency, or (iv) the con-
tract is a continuing contract, some part or all of
which will be performed in an ensuing fiscal year,
and an appropriation appears in the budget suf-
ticient to pay the sums to fall due thereunder in
the fiscal year in which the confract is made. No
contract, agreement, requisition or purchase order
requiring the payment of money by the consgoli-
dated government or its agencies is valid and en-
forceable unless it bears on its face the following
certificate signed by the finance director {adding
the words in brackets for continuing contracts) :
“Provision for the payment of moneys to fall due
under this agreement [within the current fiseal

- year] has been made by appropriation duly made,

bonds or notes duly issued or authorized, or bind-
ing grants or loans or grant or loan commitments
duly made, as required by the Charter of The Con-
solidated Government of Charlotte and Mecklen-
burg County.” The certificate shall 1ot make valid
or enforceable any contract or agreement not
otherwise valid or enforceable or made in viola-
tion of this artiele.

(c) If the finance director affixes his certificate

. to any check, draft, contract, agreement, requisi-

tion or purchase order in violation of this section,
he is liable for any sums disbursed or eommitted
thereby. If any officer or employee makes any
contract or agreement on behalf of the congoli-
dated povernment or its agencies. without obtain-
ing the finance director’s certificate thereon, or
if any officer or employee pays out or causes to
be paid out any funds in violation of this section,
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he is liable for the sums so disbursed or com-
mitted.

Sec. 8-6. Signature machines and stamps. The
Council, with the approval of the official invoived,
may provide by resoclution for the use of facsimile
signature machines or signature stamps in sign-
ing checks and drafts. The Council shall fix upon
one or more bonded officers or employees the duty
of the safe custedy of the machines or stamps or
the signature plates used in the machines. The
officers and employees and the sureties on their
official bonds are liable for any illegal, improper
or unauthorized use of the signature machines,
stamps or plates.

Sec. 8-7. Finance director’s and treasurer’s
bond. The finance director and treasurer shall
each give a true accounting and faithful per-
formance bond with sureties in an amount to be
fixed by the Council, but not less than $100,000.
The consolidated government shall pay the pre-
mium on the bonds.

See, 8-8. Daily deposits. An officer or employee
of the consolidated government and its agencies
charged with collecting or receiving any taxes or
other moneys shall deposit his collections and re-
ceipts daily. The Council may approve deposits
on other than a daily basis, except deposits shall
be made when the moneys on hand exceed $250.00,
and on the last business day of the month. Each
officer or employee shall deposit his collections
and receipts in a special clearing account main-
tained in his name and title. Only the finance
director may order withdrawals from these ac-
counts.

Sec. 8-9. Investment of funds. Funds of the con-
solidated government and its agencies shall be
invested in accordance with the requirements of
the general laws of North Carolina applying to
county or municipal governments.

Sec. 8-10. Aunual independent cudit. The con-
solidated government and its agencies shall have
their accounts audited as soon as possible after
the close of each fiscal year by an independent
certified public accountant. The auditor shall be
selected by, and shall report directly to, the Coun-
cil. The audit contract shall be in writing and
shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Loecal
Government Commission for his approval as to its
form, terms and conditions. The eonsolidated aov-
ernment clerk shall file a copy of the audit report
with the Seeretary of Local Government,

Each officer and employee of the consolidated

government and its agencies having custody of
public money or responsibility for keeping records
of public financial or fiscal affairs shall produce
all his books and records for examination by the
auditor and shall furnish any information re-
lating to fiscal affairs requested by the auditor.
¥ a member of the Council or an officer or em-
ployee conceals, falsifies or refuses to deliver or
furnish any books, records or information, with
an intent thereby to mislead the auditor or im-
pede or interfere with the audit, he is guilty of a
misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined
not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned
for not more than one-year or both, in the dis-
cretion of the court,

Within seven days after the independent audi-
tor submits his audit to the Council, the finance
director shall cause copies of the full audit and
all statements or comments to be filed for public
inspecticn in his office, in the office of the Mayor,
in the office of the consolidated government clerk,
and in the public reading room of the Public Li-
brary of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County.

Sec. 8-11. Enforcement. If the finance director
approves any claim or bill, knowing it to be fraud-
ulent, erroneous or otherwise invalid, or makes
any statement required by this article knowing it
to be false, or willfully fails to perform any duties
imposed upon him by this charter, he shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall
be fined not more than one thousand dollars or
imprisoned for not more than one year or both, in
the discretion of the court.

If any member of the Council or any officer or
employee of the consolidated government or its
agencies of whom duties are required by this
article willfully violates any part of this article,
or willfully fails to perform any of the duties, he
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon con-
viction shall be fined not less than fifty dollars
or imprisoned for not less than twenty days or
both, in the discretion of the court, and shall be
liable for all damages caused by the violation or
failure, .

Sec, 8-12. Agencies excepted from fiscal control
requirements. The accounting and fiseal control
requirements of this article shall apply to all
departments, offices, agencies, boards, commis-
sions and authorities of the consolidated govern-
ment except the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Hosgpital
Authority, the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of
Education, the Central Piedmont Community Col-
lege, the Mecklenburg County Board of Alcoholic
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Beverage Control, the Public Library of Charlotte
and Mecklenburg County, and the Auditorium-
Colizseumn Authority. The Council may by ordi-
nance make the Public Library of Charlotte and
Mecklenburg County or the Auditorivm-Coliseum
Authority or both subject to some or zll of the
provigions of this article.

The excepted boards and authorities shall adopt
appropriate accounting and fiscal control pro-
cedures. The Council at any time may require an
audit of the accounts of any excepted board or
authority by an independent certified public ac-
countant of its own choice, and may set the scope,
terms and condifions of the audit.

The expense of the audit shall be paid from the

funds of the board or authority being audited, .

and the officers and employees of the board or
authority being audited shall provide books, rec-
ordg and information fo the independent auditor
in the same manpner and under the same penalties
as provided in this article for officers and em-
ployees of the consolidated government and its
non-excepted agencies.
Sec. 8-13 through 8-22. Reserved.

Article 2. Budgeting

See. 8-23. Budget officer. The chief admin-
istrative officer, with approval of the Mayor,
shall appoint, or designate some other officer to
exercige the duties of, a budget officer for the
consolidated government. Under the general di-
rection of the chief administrative officer, the
budget officer is responsible for the preparation
and administration of the budget for the eon-
golidated government and its officers, agencies,
boards, commissions and authorities in aceordance
with the provisions of this charter and the general
laws of the state.

See. 8-24. Form of budget. There shall be pre-
pared annually a budget in separate parts: one
for the Mecklenburg service district and one for
each urban service district. Within the appro-
priate parts, the budget shall contain the follow-
ing funds and any other funds the budget officer
or the Council requires:

{1} General Fund

(2) Debt Service Fund

(8) School Current Expense Fund

(4} School Capital Outlay Fund

(5) School Debt Service Fund

(6) A fund for each activity or function fi- |

nanced in whole or in part by gpecial taxes
levied pursuant te provisions of the North
Carolina Constitution

(7 A fund to account for the application of
the proceeds for each bond issue .

(8 A fund for each utility or other public
services enterprise operated by the con-
solidated government. When a water sys-
tem and a sanifary sewerage system are
operated as a combined system, one fund
may be established and maintained for the
combined system. _

Each urban service district is responsible for
the financing of its appropriate share of debt
gservice on all bonds issued by the consolidated
government and used to finance capital facilities
associated with providing or maintaining services,
facilities and furctions for the urban service
district in addition to or to a greater extent than
those provided or maintained for the . entire
county. Urban service distriet debt service ex-
penses shall be paid from special taxes levied
within each urban service district, or from other
revenues allocated to each urban service district
under the provisions of this chartfer.

Sec. 8-25, Capital improvement program. The
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Planning Commission
shall prepare annually by May 1 a Capital Im-
provement Program containing a description of
major capital improvements proposed to be un-
dertaken within the next six fisecal years, and
showing the estimated cost of each, the proposed
method of financing, the order of priorities and
the projected operating and maintenance expense
anticipated to be associated with each capital im-
provement for each of the next six fiscal years.

The budget officer shall prescribe the form of
the Capital Improvement Program. The Planning
Commission shall submit its recommended Capital
Improvement Program to the Mayor. The Mayor
shall transmit to the Council the Capital Improve-
ment Program, together with & revised program
containing any chariges in the improvements or
priorities listed that he may desire, at the same
time he submits the recommended annual budget.

Sec. 8-26. Budget vpreparetion. On or bhefore
April 1 of each year, as the budget officer may
require, the head of each department, office,
agency, board, commission and authority of the
consolidated government shall submit to the
budget officer estimates of revenues and requests
for appropriations for his respective department,
office, agency, board, commission and authority
for the next fiscal year. These estimates and re-
quests shall be in the form prescribed by the
budget officer.
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On or before May 1 of each year, the finance
director shall submit to the budget officer a state-
ment of the appropriastions required to be made
ir: the next fiscal year for debt service and o meet
any lawtul deficit in any fund.

Upon receipt of the estimates and requests, the )

budget officer shall review and investigate them.
Under the direction of the Mayor and the chief
administrative officer, the budget officer shall
prepare for the Mayor a preliminary balanced
budget for the next fiscal year. The preliminary
budget shall contain the appropriations for debt
service and to meet fund deficits stated by the
finance director to be necessary, and may include
any modification of the estimates and requests of
the heads of departments, offices, agencies,
biards, commissions and authorities directed by
the Mayor.

Sec. 8-27. Filing of budget. On or before June 1
of each year the Mayor shall transmit to the
Council his recommended balaneed budget for the
next fiscal year. The recommended budget shall
show in detail the actual revenues, fund balances,
reserves and expended appropriations for the pre-
ceding fiscal year; those estimated for the carrent
fiscal year; those estimated and requested by the
heads of departments, offices, agencies, boards,
commissions and authorities for the next fiseal
year; and those estimated and recommended by
the Mayor for the next fiscal year.

Sec. 8-28. Public hearing on budgei. On the
second Tuesday of June of each year the Couneil
shall hold a public hearing on the budget rec-
ommended by the Mayor. On the same date that
the Mayor submits his recommended budget to
the Couneil, the budget officer shall cause copies
of the recommended budget to be filed for public
inspection in his office, in the office of the Mayor,
in the office of the consolidated government elerk
and in the public reading room of the Public Li-
brary of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County. At-
tached fo each copy of the budget filed for public
inspection shall be a notice of the time and place
of the public hearing.

Sec. 8-29. Adoption of the budget ordinance.
Upon receipt of the recommended budget from
the Mayor, the Council shall consider the budget
and approve it with any modification it deems
appropriate by adoption of the annual budget
ordinance. The budget ordinance shall be adopted

not earlier than June 15 and not lzster than the .

Couneil’s first regular meeeting in Augugt. Each
part shall be balanced.

In adopting the budget ordinance the Council:

(1) Shall appropriate the full amount stated
by the finance director to be necessary for
debt service; ' _

(2) Shall appropriate the full amount of all
lawful deficits reported by the finance di-
rector;

(3) May not include in any fund, except in
public assistance funds maintained pursu-
ant to Chapter 108 of the General Statutes
of North Carolina, a contingency appro-
priation in excess of five per cent of the
total of other appropriations in the fund;

(4) May not make total appropriations in any
fund in excess of the estimated revenues
and balances available to that fund; and

(5) Shall show in the revenue portion of each
fund revenues to be derived from balances
or surplus from prior years, revenues
other than from taxes, receipts estimated
for each nonproperty tax levied, and the
annual levy and estimated receipts from
ad valorem property taxes needed to assure
that total revenues will be at least equal to
total appropriations.

Except for taxes levied on property, the Coun-
cil may impose any tax authorized by law by a
permanent ordinance which shall stand from year
to year until amended or repealed, without the
necessity of reimposing the tax in each annual
budget ordinance.

Sec. 8-30. Amendments to the budget ordinance.
At any time after adopting the budget ordinance
the Council may amend the budget to accomplish
any purpose that could have been accomplished
under-the Constitution and general laws of the
state and the provisions of this charter using the -
same revenues used in the original budget ordi-
nance, No amendment ghall increase or reduce a
tax levy, or in any manner alter a taxpayer’s
liability,

In amending the budget ordinance, the Council
shall be subject to the ordinance procedure pre-
scribed by section 2-22 of this eharter.

See. 8-31. Intrafund transfers. Subject to any
restrictions or procedures it may prescribe, the
Council may by ordinance empower the Mayor,
the chief administrative officer, the budget offi-
cer, the head of any office or any agency, board,
commissien or autherity to authorize the transfer
of unencumbered appropriation balances between
classifications of expenditures within the appro-
priations for the same department, office, agency,
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board, commission or authority, or within any
fund. Transfers between funds may be made
only by amendment of the budget ordinance.

Sec. 8-32. Contingency appropriations. Expend-
itures from coniingency appropriations in any
fund may be made only after express authoriza-
tion of the Couzncil. The purposes of each author-
ization shall be entered in the minutes of the
Couneil.

See. 8-88. Interim approprictions. If adoption

of the budget ordinance is delayed until after the

beginning of the fiseal year, the Council shall
make interim appropriations to cover the neces-
sary and essential outlays of the government until
adoption of the annual budget ordinance. Interim
appropriations shall be charged to the appropria-
tions made thereafter for the same purposes in
the annual budget ordinance.

See. 8-34. Public school budgets. Public achool
budgets shall be prepared in accordance with the
generzl laws of the state, except that the super-
intendent of schoolg shall consult with the budget
officer to the end that the public school budgeting
system shall, insofar as practicable, conform with
the system for the general consolidated govern-
ment.

Sec. 8-35. Agencies excepted from budgeting
procedures. The budgeting requirements of this
charter apply to all offices, departments, agencies,
boards, commissions and authorities of the con-
solidated government except the Charlotte-Meck-
lenburg Hospital Authority, Central Piedmont
Community College, the Mecklenburg County
Board of Alcoholic Beverage Control and the Au-
ditorium-Coliseum Awuthority. The Council may
by ordinance make the Auditorium-Coliseum Au-
thority subjeet to some or all of the provisions of
this article.

The excepted agencies and authorities shall
adopt annual budgets in such form as they may
determine or as may be prescribed by law and on
the basis of these request appropriations from the
consolidated government. These requests shall be
filed with the budget officer by April 1 of each
yvear for the next fiscal year, and shall be in-
cluded without alferation in the recommended
budget submitted to the Council by the Mayor.
The Mayor may, however, recommend in his
accompanying budget message any change in
the requested level of appropriations he deems
desirable. _ '

Sec. 8-36 through 8-45. Reserved.

Article 3. Property Tax Administration

PART 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

§‘ec. 8-46. General law to apply except as pro-
vided. Property in Mecklenburg County shall be
listed, appraised and assessed and taxes on prop-
erty levied and collected as provided by general
law, except as otherwise provided in this charter
or in any local act applying to Mecklenburg
County.

See. 8-47. Tax supervisor. At its first meeting
in Jtﬂy of 1973 and each four years thereafter,
the Council shall appeint a tax supervisor, to
serve for four years.

Sec. 8-48. Tax collector. At its first meeting in
July of 1973 and each four years thereafier, the
Clouncil ghall appoint a tax collector, to serve for
four years.

PART 2. BOARD OF EQUALIZATION
AND REVIEW

Sec. R-49, Boord of Egquolization and Review
established. The Counci! shall appoint a Board of
Equalization and Review for Mecklenburg Coun-
ty. The Board shall have six members, appointed
to three-year staggered terms, to begin on Feb-
ruary 1. The Council shall designate one of the
members of the Board as chairman, and he chall
be entitled to vote only in case of a tie. Members
shall have experience in the appraisal and valua-
tion of real and personal property satisfactory to
the Council. The Counecil shall fill vacancies on
the Board for the unexpired terms.

The Council shall make its initial appointments
o the Board by the February 1 following the ef-
fective date of this charter. Of the six members
appointed, the Council shall designate two to serve
for one year, two for two years and two for three
years. Thercafter all terms shall be for three
years. . .

Sec. 8-50, Compensation. The Council shall fix
the compensation and allowances, if any, to be
paid members of the Board of Equalization and
Review.

Sec. 8-51. Oath. Before entering upon hig duties,
each member of the Board of Equalization and
Review shall take and subscribe the oaths pre- !
scribed in G.S. 11-6 and -7 and the following oath
and file them with the consclidated government
clerk: : :
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I do sclemnly swear (or affirm) that I will
faithfully discharge my duties as a member of
the Board of Equalization and Review of Meck-
lenburg County, North Carolina; and that I will

- not allow my actions as a member of said board
to be influenced by personal or polifieal friend-
ships or obligations.

(Signature)

See. 8-52. Tox supervisor or deputy to act as
clerk. The tax supervisor or his deputy shall serve
as clerk to the Board of Equalization and Review,
shall be present at all meetings, shall maintain
aceurate minutes of the actions of the Board and
shall give to the Board all informafion he may
have or can obtain with respect to the listing and
valuation of taxable property in the county.

Sec. 8-58. Meetings. The chairman of the Board
of Equalization and Review shall designate the
time and place of each meeting of the Board. The
Board shall complete its duties not later than
July 1 of each year, except to hear and determine
requests made hy taxpayers under the provisions
of section 8-55 (b) of thig charter, when they are
made within the time prescribed therein.

Sec. 8-54. Notice of first meeting and of ad-
journment. A notice of the date, hours, place and
purpose of the first meeting each year of the
Board of Equalization and Review shall be pub-
lished at least three times in some newspaper
having general circulation in Mecklenburg Coun-
ty, the first publication to be at least ten days
prior to the first meeting. The notice shall also
state the dates and hours on which the Board
will meet following its first meeting and the date
on which it expects to adjourn. It shall also in-
clude a statement that in the event of earlier or
later adjournment notice to that effect will be
published in the same newspaper.

If a notice is required on account of earlier
adjournment, it shall be published at least onece
in the newspaper in which the first notice was
published and a2t least five days pricr to the date
fixed for adjournment. If a notice is required on
account of later adjournment, it shall be published
at least once in the newspaper in which the first
notice was published and prior to the date first
announced for adjournment. -

See. 8-55. Powers and duties. (a) It shall be the
duty of the Board of Equalization and Review to
examine and review the tax lists of the county

for the current year to the end that all taxable
property shall be listed on the abstracts and tax
records of the consolidated government and ap-
praised according to the standard required by
G.S. 1065-294 (or any statute amending or re-
placing .it) ; and the Board shall correct the ab-
tracts and tax records to conform to the provi-
sions of Subchapter 1I of Chapter 105 of the
General Statutes. In carrying out its responsi-
bilities under this section, the Board, on ifs own
motion or on sufficient cause shown by any per-
gon, shall:

(1) List, appraise and assess any
taxable real or perscnal property that
has been omitted from the tax lists.

(2). Correct all'errors in the names of
persons and in the description of prop-
erties subject to taxation.

{3) Increase or reduce the appraised
value of any property that, in the
Board's opinion, shall have listed and
appraised at a figure that is below or
above the appraisal required by G.S.
105-294 (or any statute amending or re-
placing it). The Board shall not change,
however, the appraised value of any real
property from that at which it was ap-
praised for the preceding year except in
accordance with the terms of G.S. 105-

278 and G.S. 105-27% (or any statute
amending or replacing them).

(4) Cause to be done whatever else
shall be necessary to make the lists and
tax records comply with the provisions
of Subchapter II of Chapter 105 of the
General Statutes.

(5) Embody actions taken under the
provisions of subsections (a) (1) through
(a) (4}, above, in appropriate orders and
have them entered in the minutes of the
Board.

(6) Give written notice to the tax-
payer at hig last-known address in the
event the Board shall, by appropriate
order under this subsection, increase the
appraisal of any property or list for tax-
ation any property omitted from the tax
lists.

(b) On request, the Board of Equalization and -
Review shall hear any taxpayer who owns or
controls property taxable in the county with re-
spect to the listing or appraisal of his property
or the property of others.
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(1) A request for a hearing under
this subsection shall be made in writing
to the tax supervisor. If the taxpayer re-
quests review of a decision made by the
Board under the provisions of subsection
(a), above, notice of which was mailed
fewer than fifteen days prior to the
Board’s adjournment, the request may
be made within fifteen days after the
notice of the Board’s decision was
mailed.

(2) Taxpayers may file separate or
joint requests for hearings under the
provisions of this subsection.

(8) At a hearing under this subsec-
tion the Board, in addition to the powers
it may exercise under the provisions of
subsection {c¢), below, shall hear any
evidence that is pertinent to the deeision
of the appeal offered by the appellant,
the tax supervisor or other congolidated
government officials. Upon the request
of an appelant, the Board shall sub-
poena witnesses or documents if there is
a reasonable basis for believing that the
witnesses have or the documents contain
information pertinent to the decision of
the appeal.

(4) On the basis of its decigsion after
any hearing conducted under this sub-
section, the Board shall adopt and have
entered in its minutes an order reducing,
increasing or confirming the appraisal
appealed or listing or removing from the
tax lists the property whose omisgion or
listing has been appealed. The Board
shall notify the appellant as to the action
taken on his appeal not later than thirty
days after the Board’s adjournment.

{e) In the performance of its duties under
subsections (a) and (b), above, the Board of
Equalization and Review may exercise the fol-
lowing powers: _ '

(1} I may appoint committees com-
posed of its own members or other per-
sons to assist it in making investigations
necessary to its work. It may also em-
ploy expert appraisers. The expense of
the employment of committees or ap-
praisers shall be borne by the consol-
dated government. The Board may re-
guire the taxpayer to reimburse the con-
solidated government for the cost of any

appraisal by experts demanded by him if '
the appraisal dees not result in material
reduction of the valuation of the property
appraised and if the appraisal is not
sithsequently reduced materially by the
PBoard or by the State Board of Assess-
ment.

(2) The Board may examine any wit-
nesses and documents. It may place any
witness under oath administered by any
member of the Board. It may subpoena
witnesses or documents on its own mo-
tion, and must do go when a request is
made tnder subsection (b) (3), above.

A subpoena issued by the Board shall
be signed by the chairman, directed to
the witness or to the person having cus-
tody of the document and served by an
officer authorized to do s0. A subpoena
may be enforced pursuant to section
11-37 of this charter.

(d) Following formal adjournment of the
Board each year as provided in section 8-53 of
this charter, the Board may exercise the authority
granted boards of county commissioners by G.S.
105-330 (or any statute amending or replacing
it) and may continue to function only for that
purpose. The Council may not exercise the au-
thority granted by .5. 105-350.

See. 8-56 through 8-60. Reserved.

Article 4. Local Improvements

Sec. 8-61. Authority. The consolidated govern-
ment has all the power and authority granted to
counties and municipalities by the peneral laws
of the state with respect to local improvements,
such ag, but not limited to, grading, regrading,
widening, paving and repaving of public streets
and alleys; constructing, reconstructing, and al-
tering of sidewalks, curbs, gutters and drains in
the public streets and alleys; and laying or re-
laying sewer and water lines. The authority
granted by this article is in addition fo that
granted by any other law, and with respect to
any particular local improvement, the consoli-
dated government may exercise any one or more
of the alternative powers available fo it.

Sec. 8-62. Alternative procedures and powers.
In making special assessments the consolidated
covernment may employ the following pro-
cedures: '

{a} Upon receipt of a petition from one or
more owners of abutting property where fifty
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per cent or more of the fotal street frontage is
in one ownership, the Council may order the mak-
ing of any local improvement. The Council may
assess the cost thereof against the abutting pro-
perty in the same manner and following the same
procedures set out in the general laws of the state
for making special assessments against pxopelty
benefited by local improvements.

{(b) The Council may order the making of any
Iocal improvement and assess the cost thereof,
except the consolidated government’s portion,
againsgt only a limited number of abuiting proper-
ties if the owner of those properties submit a
petition asking that the improvement be made
and that the total amount to be assessed for the
improvement be assessed only against their pro-
perties,

(e If, in the Counci¥s judgment, which shall
be conclusive, the abutting property to be as-
sessed will be benefited in an amount at least
equal to the assessment, a petition for local im-
provements shall not be necessary and the Couneil
may order the making of any local improvement
and assess the cost thereof against abutting prop-
erties in the following cases:

(1) When any street or part of a
street is unsafe; or the improvement of
a street or part of a street not more than
three blocks in. length ig necessary to
connect streets already paved: or the
improvement of a street or part of a
street is necessary to connect a paved
street, or portion thereof, with a paved
highway; or the improvement of 5 street
or part of a street is necessary to pro-
vide a paved approach to a railroad or
street grade separation to any bridge:
or the widening of any street or part of
a street is necessary io accommodate
present and anticipated volumes of traf-
fic.

(2) When any street or part of a
street, or any property, is without storm
sewer or other surface drainage im-
provements, and storm sewer or other
surface drainage should be provided in
the public interest.

(3) When any street or part of a
street -is without sidewalks and side-
walks should be prov1ded in the public.
interest.

(d) If the Council determines that the public
interest requires repair of a sidewaik or portion

of a driveway within the public right of way, the
Council may order the making of the repair and
assess the tolal cost against the property abutting
the sidewalk or driveway repaired. Before an
assessment may be made for the repair, at least
thirty days’ written notice shall be given to the .
abutting property owner personally or by reg-
istered or certified mail to his last known address
or his address as shown on the tax records. The
notice shall state that he is required to make the
repair at his own expense in conformity with the
sidewalk standards adopted by the consolidated
government, and that if he shall fail to make the
repair within thirty days after notice is served,
the consolidated government thereupon may make
the repair and assess the cost. If the Council finds
that any sidewalk or driveway is in need of im-
mediate repair, the Council may adopt a resolu-
tion setting out its finding and directing that the
repair be made immediately and that the cost be
assessed against the abutting property without
prior notice to the property owner affected.

(e} The Council may provide for special as-
sessment exemptions for corner lots. Exemptions
for corner lots may apply to only one side of each
lot and the amount of the exemption may not ex-
ceed seventy-five per cent of the frontage of that
side. If the corner formed by two intersecting
streets is rounded into a curve or is foreshortened
for the purpose of providing sight distance or for
any other purpose of construetion, the frontage
for assessment purposes shall be calculated to the
midpoint of the curve or foreshortened corner.

(f) Any property owner has the option of pay-
ing assessments for local improvements in cash
or in installments. In the resolution ordering the
improvements, the Council shall determine the
number of equal annual installments, which shall
be not less than two nor more than ten. The Coun-
cil may direet that (1) installments shall become
due and payable on the same date when property
taxes are due and payable, or (2) the first in-
stallment with . interest shall become due and
payable sixty days after the date of the confirma.
tion of the assessment roll, and one subsequent
ingtallment with interest shall be due and payable
on the same day of the month in each successive
yvear until the assessment is paid in full '

Sec. 8-63. Planting sirip and driveway main-
tenance. It is the responsibility of the abutting
property owner to maintain any property or
driveway between the property line and the curb
of a paved street.
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Sec. 8-64. Exchange of property. In connection
with street widening, the consolidated govern-
ment may purchase property immedialely ad-
jacent to property located on a street corner and
convey the inside property to the owner of the
corner property in exchange for property needed
for street widening purposes.

Qee. 8-65. Dedication of water and sewer lines.
Before any person, firm or corporation may con-
nect any privately owned water or sewer line
with any water or sewer line of the consolidated

government, the person, firm or corporation in

consideration of making the connection and the
benefits o be.derived therefrom shall, by proper
written insfrument, convey the water or sewer
line to the consolidated government. No connec-
tion may be made with the consolidated govern-
ment’s water or sewer lines without the express
approval of the consolidated government, nor
may any connection be effected except in accord-
ance with its applicable regulations. If any person,
firm or corporation connects any privately owned
water or sewer line without first dedicating and
conveying it to the consolidated government, the
act of connecting shall be considered a convey-
ance of the line to the consolidated government
and the consolidated government may accept it
or may order that it be disconnected. The con-
solidated government may contract with any per-
son, firm or corporation to lay water or sewer
lines within or without the consolidated govern-
ment and connect them to the consolidated gov-
ernment’s systems, notwithstanding any provi-
siong of thig section, _ :
Sae. 8-66 through 8-70. Reserved.

Article 5. Limits on Taxation

Qece. 8-T1. Property taxation authority and lim-
itations. The consolidated government may levy
taxes on property to support any service, facility,
or function it is authorized fo undertake by (a)
this charter; (b) the general laws of the state for
municipalities or counties; or (¢} any local act
applying to the former City of Charlotte or to
Mecklenburg County. The property tax levied
throughout its jurisdiction shall not be levied at
a rate exceeding seventy-five cents on the one
hundred dollars of assessed valuation. The prop-
erty tax levied within any urban service district
for the support of purposes of the digtriet shall
not be levied at a rate exceeding one doHar and
fifty cents on the one hundred dollars of assessed
valuation.

These limitations shall not apply to property
taxes levied: (a) for debt service on general ob-
ligation bonds of the consolidated government;
(b) for the support of the public sehools; or ()
for any purpose approved by a special vote of
the people.

The consolidated government shall be subject
to these limitations only and not to any imposed
on counties or municipalities by the general laws
of the state.

See. 8-72. Privilege license toxation. The con-
solidated government may levy municipal privi-
lege license taxes throughout its jurisdiction
pursuant to G.S. 160-56 and Schedule B of Chap-
ter 105 of the General Statutes of North Carolina.
It is not subject to the limitations imposed by
Schedule B on counties, and may not levy county
privilege license taxes. Any proceeds the consoli-
dated government receives from privilege license
taxes levied on trades, professions and franchises
carried on or enjoyved within any of the towns
that continue as separate municipalities shall be
returned to the town in which the trade, pro-
fession or franchige is carried on or enjoyed.

See. 8-T3. Motor vehicle license taz. The con-
solidated government may levy the motor vehicle
license tax authorized by G.S. 20-97 throughout
its jurisdiction. Any proceeds from a motor ve-
hicle license tax levied throughout the jurisdiction
arising from collections from persons resident in
any of the towns that continue as separate mu-
nicipalities shall be returned fo the town of resi-
dence. The taxicab license tax authorized in G.S.
20-97, however, may be levied only in urban serv-
ice districts.

Sec. 8-74. Dog taxes. The consolidated govern-
ment may levy the county dog tax authorized by
Article 2 of Chapter 67 of the General Statutes
of North Carolina throughout its jurisdiction. 1t
may not levy the municipal dog tax authorized
by G.3. 160-56.

See. 8-75. CATV franchise tax. The consolidated
government may levy the cable television fran-
chise tax authorized by G.S. 160-2(6a) throughout
its jurisdiction. Any proceeds from a cable tele-
vision franchise tax levied throughout the juris-
diction arising from gross sales within any of the
towns that continue as separate municipalities
shall be returned to the town in which the sales
took place.

See. 8-76 through 8-78. Reserved.
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Article 6. Alloeation of Revenues

Sec. 8-79. Revenues allocoted to the Mecklen-
burg service district. The following revenues shall
be allocated to the Mecklenburg service district:

(a) Beer and wine crown tax receipts.—-The
entire portion of the beer and wine crown tax
returned fo Mecklenburg County under the pro-
visions of G.S. 18-81(p), save the portion due to
any of the towns of Cornelius, Davidson; Hunters-
ville, Matthews or Pineville that continue as sep-
arate municipalities.

(b} Excise stamp tax.—The excise stamp tax
on conveyances levied by Article 8E of Chapter
105 of the General Statutes of North Carolina.

(e} Privilege license tax.—Privilege license
tax proceeds, save that portion returned to the
towns that continue as separate municipalities.

(d) Motor vehicle license taxes.—Proceeds of
any motor vehicle license tax levied under G.S.
20-97, save that portion returned to the towns
that continue as separate municipalities.

(e) Dog tax.—Proceeds of any dog tax levied
pursuant to Article 2 of Chapter 67 of the General
Statutes of North Carolina.

(f} CATYV franchise tax.—Proceeds of the ca-
ble felevision franchise tax, save that portion re-
turned to the fowns that continue as geparate
municipalities.

(g) Other.—AIl revenues that are not expli-
citly allocated in this article.

Sec. 8-80. Revenues allocated to urban service
districts. (a) Powell Bill distributions.—State
street-aid funds, appropriated from the State
Highway Fund pursuant to ¢.8. 136-41.1 to -41.3,
shall be allocated to each urban service distriet
on the same basis as if each district were a mu-
nicipality.

(b) Franchise tax receipts.—The share of the
state franchise tax on public service companies
levied under G.S. 105-116 that is due the consoli-
dated government by reason of the sale of public
service company commodities and services within
any urban service district shall be allocated to the
urban service district in which it was collected.

(e¢) Traffic penalties.—Civil penalties eollected

for violations of traffic ordinances pertaining to -

a single urban service district shall be allocated
to the urban service district in which the violation
occurred.

(d) Utility profits.—If any municipality that

operates an electric or telephone utility, or both,
is abolished and replaced by an urban service dis-
trict, the profits from the continued operation of
the utility shall be allocated to the district that
replaces the municipality.

(e} Taxicab License tax.—The proceeds from
any taxicab license tax levied pursuant to G.S.
20-97 shall be allocated to the urban service dis-
trict in which the taxicab is operated.

Sec. 8-81. Intangibles tox distributions. The in-
tangibles tax proceeds distributed to Mecklenburg
County under G.S. 105-213 gshall be divided among
the Mecklenburg service district, any urban serv-
ice distriets and any of the towns that elect to
continue as separate municipalities as if the
Mecklenburg service district were a county and
each urban service district were a municipality.

Sec. 8-82. ABC revenue. The Mecklenburg
County Board of Alcoholic Beverage Control, at
the end of each quarter, after taking the deduc-
tions allowed by law and retaining a sufficient
and proper working capital, shall distribute the
entire profits derived from the ABC stores in
Mecklenbureg County to the consolidated ov-
ment for allocation among the Mecklenburg
Service District and any urban service digtricts
as the Council may determine to be fair and equi-
table. Of the ABC revenues, at least five per cent
shall be allocated for the support of the Public
Library of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County and
at least five per cent shall be allocated for the
support of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Park and
Recreation Commission. If the Council allocates
any ABC revenues to any urban service distriet,
the Council shall also allocate the same per capita
amount to each urban service district and to each
municipality in the county.

Sec. 8-83. Mecklenburg sales tax receipts. The
net proceeds of the sales tax levied in Mecklen-
burg County pursuant to Chapter 1096 of the .
Session Laws of 1967, as that law exists at the _
time of the enactment of this Charter or as it
may later be amended, shall be distributed to the
consolidated government for allocation among the
Mecklenburg Service District and any urban serv-
ice districts as the Council may determine to be
fair and equitable. If the Council allocates any
sales tax receipts to any urban service district, the
Council shall also allocate the same per capita
amount to each urban service district and to each
municipality in the county.
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Sec. 8-84. Arrest fees. The arrest fee provided
for in G.8. 7A-304(a) (1) shall be allocated be-
tween the Mecklenburg service district and each
urban serviece district in proportion to law en-
forcement expenditures in each distriet in the
previous fiscal vear. ’

Sec. 8-85. Fees and charges. All feeg and charges
imposed by the consolidated government for a
particular service, facility or function shall be
allocated to the service district in which the serv-
ice, facility or function is provided or maintained.
If a particular service, facility or function is
provided or maintained for the Mecklenhurg serv-
ice district and to 2 greater exient for one or more
urban service distriets, the Council shall deter-
mine the allocation of the fee or charge,

Sece. 8-86 and 8-87. Reserved.

Article 7. Indebtedness

Sec. 8-88. Authority to issue general obligation
bonds. The consolidated government may issue its
general obligation bonds for any purpose for
which either county or municipal governments
in North Carolina are authorized to issue bhonds
under the general laws of the state.

Sec. 8-89. Procedure for issuing general obliga-
tion bonds. In issuing its general obligation honds,
the consolidated government is subjeet to the

CHAPTER 9.

Sec. 9-1. General applicability of state low;
intent. Kxcept as otherwise provided in this char-
ter, Chapter 163 of the General Statutes of North
Carolina shall apply to the elections for the office
of Mayor and for membership on the Council and
the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education.
If the provisions of Chapter 163 and this charter

are inconsistent, the provisions of this charter .

shall apply. Where used in Chapter 163, the word
“eounty” or “counties” shall include the consoli-
dated government, and the office of Mayor and
membership on the Council and Board of Educa-
tion shall each be a county office,

provisions of the Local Government Act (G.S.
Ch. 159), the County Finance Act (Art. 9 of G.S.
Ch. 153), the Municipal Fiscal Agency Act (Art.
3% of G.S. Ch. 160), the Municipal Bond Registra-
tion Act (Art. 32 of G.S. Ch. 160) and the Con-
solidated Counties Aet of 1971 (Arts. _ of G.8.
Ch. 153) as these exist at the effective date of
this charter or as they may later be amended.

Sec. 8-90, Debt limitations. The net indebted-
ness in the form of general obligations of the
consolidated government for schoo! purposes may
not exceed eight per cent of the assessed valu-
ation of taxable property in the county. The net
indebtedness in the form of general obligations of
the consolidated government for all purposes
other than for schools or water, sewerage, gas
and eleciric purposes may not exceed eight per
cent of the assessed valuation of taxable property
in the county. No other debt limitations applying
to counties and municipalities in North Carolina
apply to. the consclidated government.

Sec. 8-91. Authority to issue revenue bonds. The
consolidated government may issue revenue honds
under the provisions of the Revenue Bond Act of
19388 (Art. 30 of (.8, Ch. 160) and any other gen-
eral law now or hereafter enacted authorizing
counties and municipalities in North Carolina to
issue revenue bonds.

ELECTIONS

Sec. 9-2. FElection board. The Mecklenburg
County Board of Elections shall be the Board of
Elections for the consolidated government.

Sec. 9-3. Types of elections. All elections for
membership on the Council and for the office of
Mayor are partisan. All elections for member-
ship on the Board of Education are nonpartisan.

Sec. 9-4. Primary and general elections. Regu-
lar consolidated government elections shall be
held as follows: (a) Primary elections of each

.qualified political party shall be held on the second

Monday in September in odd-numbered years to
nominate one candidate for the office of Mayor
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(if 2 Mayor is to be elected) and one candidate
for each Council seat to be filled. The persons
receiving the highest number of votes for each
office shall be the nominees of their parties for
those offices. If there is a tie in the primary, the
appropriate County party executive committee
shall select its party’s nominee for the office in
accordance with the provisions of G.S. 163-11 (f)
and G.5. 163-114. A second primary shall not
be held.

(b) General elections for the office of Mayor
and for membership on the Council shall be held
on the first Monday in the November following
the primary and the person receiving the highest
number of votes for each office shall be declared
elected.

(c) The general election for membership on
the Boeard of Education shall be held at the time
of the primaries for nomination of state officers.
The names of the candidates shall be placed on a
separate ballot bearing no party designation, and
no party affiliation need be indicated at the time
of filing.

Sec. 9-5. Notice of candidacy. (a) Between
July 1 and the first Monday in August in odd-
numbered years, each person offering himself
as a candidate for his party’s nomination to the
office of Mayor or for membership oi the Couneil
in the next regular consolidatéd government elec-
tion shall file a notiee of candidacy with the Board
of Elections substantially in the form provided
for by G.3. 163-106, but the notice shall state
whether the person offers himself as a candidate
for membership on the Council for an at-large
or a district seat.

{b) Each person offering himself as a candi-
date for election to the Board of Education shall,
during the period beginning on the tenth Saturday
and ending on the sixth Saturday before the date
on which the election is to he held, file a notice of
candidacy with the Board of Elections in the fol-
lowing form, inserting or deleting the words in
brackets where appropriate:

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF MECKLENRURG

Date

I, being

a duly qualified voter of The Conaohdated Gov-

ernment of Chariotte and Mecklenburg County,

hereby give notice that [ reside at

, in FElectoral
District No. , in Preecinet No,
of The Censolidated Gevernment of Charlotte and
Mecklenburg County, and that I am a candidate
for election to membership on the Board of Edu-
cation [at-large, or from the

district], to be voted upon at the election %o be
held en the _ day of
i9 — and I reguest that my name be printed
on the official ballots in the name signed and
printed below.

(Signed name)

(Printed name)
Witness:
For the Board of Elections

{¢) At the time he files his notice, each eandi-
date shall pay a filing fee equal to one per cent of
the annual salary of the office, or one hundred
dollars, whichever is less.

Sec. 9-6. Independent candidates, A person may’
seek to become an independent or nonpartisan

candidate for Mayor or for membership on the

Council by, on or before the last Monday in Au-
gust in odd-numbered years, filing with the Board
of Elections written petitions requesting him to be
a candidate for a specified office. The petitions

(a) in the case of a candidate for Mayor or an
at-large seat on the Council must be signed by
qualified voters of the consolidated government
equal in number to at least ten per cent of those
who, in the last general election for Mayor, voted
for Mayor; and

{b) in the case of a candidate for a distriet seat
on the Council must be signed by qualified: voters
of the district equal in number to at least ten per
cent of those who, in the last general election for
Mayor, voted in the distriet for Mayor. At the
time of filing his petitions, the person shall pay
the required filing fee and shall also file with the
Board his affidavit that he seeks to become an
independent or nonpartisan candidate for the
office specified and that he does not affiliate
with any political party. When these require-
ments have been met, the Roard of Elections shall
cause the person’s name to be printed on the
general election ballots for the office specified.

Sec. 9-7. Absentee ballots. Absentee ballots
are permitted only in general elections.

Sec. 9-8. Duties of Board of Elections, canvass-
ing, declaring results. On or before the third day
(exciuding Sundays) after any election, the Board
of Elections shall meet beginning at 10:00 a.m.
at its offices to canvass and prepare abstracts of
the votes.

On or before the fourth day (excluding Sun-
days) after any election, the Board, before 9:00
am., shall file one duplicate set of the abstracts
of returns with the consolidated government

clerk.
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Sec. 9-9. Cooperation. The Board of Elections
and the election boards or officials of any muniei-
pality within Mecklenburg County may cooperate
in conducting municipal elections. The Board
may enter into cooperative agreements and con-
iracts pursuant to the provisions of section 10-6
of this charter.

Sec. 9-10, Part-time personnel. The Board of
Elections-is not subject to the personnel policies
of the consolidated government in the employ-
ment of part-time persemnel.

The Board may not employ part-time personnel
for longer than 60 days.

CHAPTER 10. CONTINUING MUNICIPAL CORPORATIO‘NS

Article 1. Relationship
to Consolidated Government

PART 1. EXERCISE OF
INDIVIDUAL POWERS

Qoc. 10-1. Included within Mecklenburg service
district. The citizens of any of the towns of Cor-
nelius, Davidson, Huntersville, Matthews, and
Pineville that continue as separate municipalities
are citizens of the consolidated government as
well and are entitled to services, facilities and
functions that are provided or maintained by
the consolidated government for citizens of the
Mecklenburg service district.

See. 10-2. Limitation on powers., (a) Except
as. expressly provided, this charter does not
abridge the authority of any of the towns of
Cornelius, Davidson, Huntersville, Matthews and
Pineville that continues as a separate municipality
to enjoy and be subject to all the powers, duties,
rights, privileges and immunities that incorpor-
ated municipalities enjoy and are subject to at or
after the effective date of this charter under the
Constitution and general laws of the State of
North- Carolina and to all the powers, duties,
rights, privileges and immunities that the town
“at or after the effective date of this charter en-
joys and is subject to under its charter.

(b) No town that continues as a separate mu-
nicipality may annex territory included within an
urban service district of the consolidated govern-
ment unless the Couneil by resolution agrees.

PART 2. COOPERATION BETWEEN
CONSOLIDATED GOVERNMENT
AND TOWNS
See. 10-2. Cooperation authorized. The con-

solidated government and its boards, commissions
and authorities (herein collectively known as the
“consolidated government”) and any of the towns
of Cornelins, Davidson, Huntersville, Matthews
and Pineville that continue as separate munici-
palities may (1) exercise or enjoy jointly or (2)
contract for the consolidated government or the
town to exercise or enjoy for both, any power,
duty, right, privilege or immunity that the con-
solidated government and the participating town
may exercise or enjoy individually. The partici-
pating governments may enter into contracts or
agreements with each other or with any person in
order to execute any undertaking. The contracts
and agreements shall be of reasonable duration,
as determined by the participating governments,
and shall be ratified by resolution and entered in
the minutes of each governing board.

See. 10-4. Joint agencies. (a) To facilitate the
joint exercise or enjoyment of any power, duty,
right, privilege or immunity, the participating
governments may establish a joint agency to he

‘charged with any or all of the responsibility for

the undertaking. The participating governments
shall hold real property necessary to the under-
taking in any proportion they determine; other-
wise they may authorize the joint agency to exer-
¢ise or enjoy any power, duty, right, privilege or
immunity necessary to execute the undertaking.

(b) The participating governments may appro-
priate funds to the joint agency on the basis of an
annual budget prepared by the agency in accord-
ance with the procedures of this charter. The
agency shall substantially ecomply with the fiscal
control procedures of this charter.

See. 10-5. Personnel. {(a) The governments may -
agree that the joint agency, if one is established,
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shall appoint the officers, agents and employees
necessary to execute the undertaking; or that the
governments jointly shall appoint these personnel;
or that one government shall appoint the person-
nel, whose services shall be contracted for by the
others or by the joint agency, if one is established.
If one government appoints the personnel, the
agreement shall provide that the jurisdiction,
authority, rights, privileges and immunities, in-
cluding coverage under the workmen’s compensa-
tion laws, which the officers, agents and employ-
ees of the appointing government enjoy within
its jurisdiction shall also be enjoyed by them out-
side that jurisdiction when they are acting pur-
suant to the agreement and within the scope of
the authority or course of their employment.

(h) When the subject of an undertaking is a
sovereign function of government, the exercise of
which has been delegated to an officer of the
participating governments, the agreement may
provide that one officer shall evercise the fanc-
tion for all the participating governments, with
all the powers, duties, rights, privileges and im-
munities that he would have while exercising the
functicn within a single government.

Sec. 10-6, Provisions of the agreement, Any
contract or agreement establishing an undertaking
shall specify:

(a) The purpose or purposes of the contract or
agreement;

{(b) Its duration;

{(c) If a joint agency is established, its compo-
sition, organization and nature, and the powers
it may exercise;

(d) The manner of appointing the personnel
necessary to execute the undertaking;

{e) The method of financing the undertaking,
ineluding the apportionment of costs and rev-
enues;

(f) The ownership of any real property in-
volved in the undertaking, and procedures for dis-
posal of the property if the contract or agreement
is terminated;

{g) Methods of amending the contract or
agreement is terminated;

(h) Methods for terminating the contraet or
agreement; and '

(i) Any other appropriate matter.

Sec. 10-7. Part to supplement general law. The
authorizations and procedures of this part are

intended to supplement and not supplant any
aathorization and procedure for interloeal co-
operation contained in the General Statutes of
North Carolina. When the consolidated govern-
ment and any town may proceed under this part
or under the General Statutes, they may proceed
under either.

Article 2. C(onsolidating a town
with The Consolidated Government

Sec. 10-8." Authority. At any time after the
effective date of this charter, any of the towns of
Cornelius, Davidson, Huntersville, Matthews and
Pineville that continue as separate municipalities
may be abolished and their powers, duties, rights,
privileges and immunities shall -be consolidated
with those of, and exercised by, the consolidated
government.

Sec. 10-9. Procedure. Any of the towns may
consclidate with the consolidated government if,
at a town referendum held on the question of
whether or not the town should consolidate, a
majority of those voting vote for consolidation.
The town’s governing board shall cause a referen-
dum to be held within 120 days after (1) the
board has passed an ordinance provisionally con-
solidating the town with the consolidated govern-

“ment, or {2} the board has heen presented with

a petition for consolidation signed by at least 10
per cent of the registered voters of the town. The
town’s governing board shall notify the Council
in writing of the results of the referendum.

Sec. 10-10. Effective date. The effective date
of consolidation shall be the July 1 next following
the referendum.

Sec. 10-11. Cooperation and transition. The
officers and employees of the consolidated govern-
ment and the town shall cooperate with each other
in bringing about an orderly consolidation. On
the effective date of consolidation, the terms of
office of zall eleeted officials of thé town aufo-
matically shall terminate and the offices shall ke
abolished.

Sec. 10-12. Continuation, lransfer of assels
and liabilities. Upon consclidation, the provisions
of sections 13-1 through 13-8 of this charter shall
apply as appropriate to the consolidating town as
though # were consolidating at the effective date
of this charter.
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CHAPTER 11.

Article 1.

Sec. 11-1. Sheriff, Register of Deeds. The of-
fices of Sheriff and of Regigter of Deeds of Meck-
lenburg County continue within the consolidated

‘Continuing Officers

government as provided in the Constitution and’

Laws of North Carolina.
Article 2. Claims Against the Government

Sec. 11-2. Notice of claims. No action against
the consolidated government for damages of any
character whatever, to either person or property,
may be instituted unless the complainant, or his
executors or administrators, has given written
notice to the consolidated government at least

ninety days before filing the action. If notice is

given within ninety days of the running of the
applieable statute of limitations, the statute of
limitations shall be extended so that it runs 90
days after the day on which notice is given. The
notice shall state the date, time and place of the
injury, the manner of its infliction, the names
and addresses, if known, of any persons involved,
the character of the injury and the amount of
damages claimed.

Sec. 11-3. Auihority to purchase Lability in-
surance. The consolidated government may con-
tract to insure itself and any of its officers, agents
and employees against liability for wrongful death
or negligent or intentional damage to person or
preperty, and against absolute liability for dam-
age to person or property, caused by an act or
omission of the congolidated government or any
of its officers, agents or employees when acting
“within the scope of their authority or the course
of their employment. The Council shall determine
what liabilities and what officers, agents and
employees shall be covered by any insurance pur-
chased pursuant to this section.

Purchase of insurance pursuant to this section
waives the consolidated government’s governmen-
tal immunity, to the extent of insurance cover-
age, for any act or omission oceurring in the
exercise of a governmental function of local gov-
ernment during the term of the insuranee. By
entering into an insurance contract with the con-
solidated government, an insurer waives any de-
fense based upon the governmental immunity of
the consolidated -government.

Sec. 11-4. Damage suits against the govern-

ment mvolving governmental functions. Any per- -

son, or in ease of his death his personal repre-
sentative, sustaining damages as a result of an act

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

or omission of the consolidated government or any
of its officers, agents or emplovees, occurring in
the exereise of a governmental function of local
government, may sue the consolidated govern-
ment for recovery of damages. To the extent of
the coverage of insurance purchased pursuant to
section 11-3, governmental immunity shall not be
a defense to the action. Otherwise, the consoli-
dated government shall have all defenses available
to private litigants and to counties and munieci-
palities in any action for wrongful death or in-
tentional or negligent damage to person or prop-
erty, or absolute liability for damage to person or

" property, without restriction, limitation or other

effect, whether the defense arises from common
law or by virtue of any statute.

Despite the purchase of insurance as author-
ized by section 11-3 of this charter, the liability
of the consolidated government for acts or omis-
sions occurring in the exercise of governmental
funetions does not attach unless the  plaintiff
waives the right to have all issues of law or fact
relating to insurance in the action determined by
a jury. The judge shall hear and determine these
issues without resort to a jury, and the jury shall
be absent during any motions, arguments, testi-
mony or announcement of findings of fact or con-
clugions of law relating %o these issues unless the
defendent requests a jury trial! on them.

Sec, 11-5 through 11-7. Reserved.

Article 3.

See. 11-8. Restrictions on sole of foreclosed
property. When the consolidated government ac-
quires title to real property or an interest in real
property by virtue of the enforcement of any
lien, it may not sell the property or the interest
within one year after the date of the execution
of the deed by which title was aequired, except:

(a) By private sale to any person owning an
interest {(other than an interest under a morigage,
deed of trust or other lien) therein at the time the
lien was enforced. The consideration paid to the

Governmental Properiy

_consolidated government shall be equal to the

taxes, penalties and other liens enforced,. plus
court costs expended for enforcement: or

{b) With the written consent of all persons
owning an interest (other than an interest under
a mortgage, deed of trust or other lien) therein
at the time the lien was enforced.

Sec. 11-9. FEminent domain: powers and pro-
cedures. {a) The consolidated government has
any power of eminent domain thai counties,
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municipalities and other public agencies or politi-
cal subdivisions have at or after the effective
date of this charter. :

(b) The consolidated government may exercise
the power of eminent domain by any of the fol-
lowing procedures:

(1) Those set out in Article 9 of Chap-
ter 136 of the General Statutes of North
Carolina, '

(2} Those set out in- Article 2 of
Chapter 40 of the General Statutes of
North Carclina, or

{8) Those set out in any other provi-
sion of general law.

‘See. 11-10, Afr rights. The consolidated gov-
ernment may acquire or lease as lessee air rights,
or any easement or other interest therein, over
property held by others. It may convey or lease as
lessor these air rights or interests therein, or the
air rights, or any easement or other interest
therein, over property held by it.

Sec. 11-11, Board of Awards. The Council may
establish & board of awards, consisting of officers
and employees of the consolidated government or
members of the public or both, to approve and
award contracts according to procedures estab-
lished by the Council and in compliance with the
requirements of G.S. 143-129 and G.8, 143-181.

Sec. 11-12 through 11-16. Reserved.

Article 4. Employee’s Obligations

Sec. 11-17. Conflicts of interest. Any employee.

of the consolidated government and its agenecies,
boards, commission and authorities (herein ealled
“its agencies”) who has a direct or indireet finan-
cial interest in any proposed contract with the
consolidated government or its agencies or in a
proposed sale of real property, material, supplies
or services to the consolidated government or its
agencies or to a contractor supplying the consoli-
dated government or its agencies shall make
known that interest. Any employee who willfully
violates the requirements of this section iz guilty
of malfeasance and shall forfeit his position.
Violation of this section with the express or im-
plied knowledge of the person, firm or corpora-
tion contracting with or making a sale to the
consolidated government shall render the con-
iract void.
Sec. 11-18 and 11-19. Reserved.

Article 5. Federal and State. Aid
Sec. 11-20. Federal and state aid. (a) The

consolidated government shall be considered both
a county and a municipality for the purposes of
determining its right to receive, and of qualifying
for receiving and expending, any amount or form
of financial assistance or support from the United
States or the State of North Carolina or from any
federal or state agency or instrumentality. The
congelidated government is entitled to receive this

. assistance in the same manner as any county or

municipality, without diminution or loss because
of the consolidation with the County of Meck-
lenburg of the City of Charlotte and any of the
towns of Cornelius, Davidson, Huntersville, Mat-
thews and Pineviile. whose citizens eleet not to
continue their town as a separate municipality.

{b) When the federal or state governments
distribute funds to counties in the State on the
basis of population or area .or both, the entire
population and total area of Mecklenburg County
shall be used in calcalating and determining the
basis of the distribution. When funds are distri-
buted fo counties on the basis of the population or
ares or both of their unincorporated areas, the
areas outside any urban service districts of the
consolidated government shall be considered unin-
corporated areas. When funds are distributed to
municipalities in the State on the basis of popula-
tion or aresa or both, the population and total area
of any urban service districts of the consclidated
government shall be used in calenlating and de-
termining the bagis of any distribution to the
consolidated government.

Sec. 11-21. Pwrticipation in state and federal
progirams. When its action will facilitate pro-
vision of gervices to or otherwise benefit its citi-
zens, the consolidated government may partici-
pate and cooperate in and take all necessary ac-
tions, ineluding the levy of taxes and appropria-
tion of funds, with respect to any project, pro-
gram or undertaking authorized by any statute,
rule or regulation of the United States or the
State of North Carolina or any federal or .state
agency or instrumentality.

Sec. 11-22 through 11-24. Reserved.

Article 6. Formation of Other
‘Political Subdivisions

See. 11-25. Procedure; Council consent. The
Council’s consent must be obtained before any
political subdivision, whether a municipal corpor-
ation, special district or other similar tax-levying
or revenue-raising governmental agency, board,
commission, authority or entity, may be estab-




42 P?'opésed Charter

lished to operate within the jurisdiction of the
consolidated government. Any person petitioning
a state, county or. municipal governmental body
for the creation of a political subdivision within
the jurisdiction of the consclidated government
ghall file with the Council a certified copy of the
petition-at the same time he files the petition with
the other governmental body. If the Council
neither withholds nor gives its consent to the
petition by its second regular meeting following
receipt of the petition, it shall be deemed to have
consented. If the Council withholds its consent,
the petition and any action taken on it by any
other governmental body is of no effect, and no
similar petition may be submitted until six monthg
after the Council’s withholding of its consent. If
the Council consents, the petition shall be acted
on according to the procedures established by
general law for the creation of the proposed
political subdivision.
Sec. 11-26 and 11-27. Reserved.

Article 7. Meetings

Sec. 11-28. Mestings to be open. Except as
provided in this article, all meetings of the Coun-
cil, of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Edu-
cation and of all boards, commissions and author-
ities appointed by the Council, the Mayor or hoth
shall be open to the public. No question, matter
or issue may be considered or voted on hy the
Council, the Board of Education or any board,
commission or authority except in public session
and after compliance with section 11-80, and the
results of each vote shall be recorded in the min-
ntes, Aclions faken in any meeting held in viola-
tion of this section are void.

For purposes of this article, & meeting takes
place any time a majority of members of the
Council, the Board of Education or any board,
commigsion or authority assembles.

Sec, 11-29. Erecutive sessions permitted. The
“Council, the Board of Edueation and any hoard,
commission or authority may hold executive ses-
sions to consider but not vote on:

(1)} Appointment, promotion, demo-
tion and discharge of personnel, and
hearing of complaints against personnel,
unless the person affecfed requests a
public hearing;

(2} Appointments of persons fo
boards, commissions and authorities;

" (3) Deliberations preparatory to ac-
guisition of real property;

(4) Preparation of negotiating posi-
tions in collective bargaining dnd litiga-
tion;

(5) States of emergency; and

(6) Any matter which is required fo
be heard in executive session by federal
or state law.

Before the Council, Board of Education or any

‘board, commission or authority may hold an exe-

cutive session, it shall cause to be posted on its
prineipal bulletin board notice of the meeting and
of the subjects to be discussed. Minutes of all
executive sessions shall be kept and ghall be made
available for public inspection when they no
longer would be likely to affect adversely the
reputation or privacy of any person or the inter-
ests of the consolidated government.

See. 11-30. Notice of public sessions. KExcept
for meetings calied o deal with states of emer-
gency, neither the Council, the Board of Educa-
tion nor any board, commission or authority may
hold a meeting required to be open to the public
without posting notice of the meeting on its prin-
cigal bulletin board at least twenty-four hours
before the meeting.

Sec. 11-81. Injunctive relief. Any citizen of
the consolidated government may apply to a
court of competent jurisdiction for an injunction
to prevent viclations of thig article.

See. 11-32 through 11-36. Reserved.

Article 8. Subpoenas

See. 11-87. Enforcement of subpoenas. If a
person fails or refuses to obey a reasonable order
for attendance or for the production of evidence,
issued pursuant to this charter by the Council,
the Mayor, the Civil Service Commission or the
Board of Fqualization and Review, the issuing
authority may apply to a court of competent
jurisdiction for an order requiring that its order
be obeyed. No testimony of any witness before
the issuing authority in any investigation may be
used against the witness on the trial of any crim-
inal prosecution other than for false swearing
committed on the examination. If any person,
while under oath at an investigation of the
Couhcil, the Mayor, the Civil Service Commission
or the Board of HEgqualization and Review, will-
fully swears falsely, he is guilty of a misdemeanor.
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CHAPTER 12. CHANGES IN FORM AND STRUCTURE
OF GOVERNMENT AND CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION

Article 1. Changes in Form
and Structure of Government

Sec. 12-1. Modifying the form and structure of
government., The voters of Mecklenburg County
may amend this charter to modify the form and
structure of the consolidated governmentit with
respect to the following matters only:

(a) The terms of office of members of the
Council, including whether or not the terms shall
be staggered, but the terms shall be either two
or four years;

{(b) The manner of election of members of the
Couneil, including whether the Council shall con-
sist of at-large representatives only, district rep-
resentatives only, representatives elected at large
but required to reside in districts, or any combi-
nations of these;

(c) The number of members of the Couneil, but
the number of members shall not be less than
geven nor more than 25;

{d) Whether elections for Mayor and the Coun-
cil shall be partisan or nonpartisan;

(e} Whether the Mayor shail be elected by the
voters of Mecklenburg County or shall be selected
by the Council from among its members to serve
at its pleasure, and whether the term of office
of the Mayor shall be two or four years: and

{f) Whether 2 council-manager form of gov-
ernment shall be adopted. -

See. 12-2. Method of modifying the form and
structure of government. {(a)} The Council may
initiate a referendum to amend this charter to
modify the form and structure of government in
any of the respects set out in seetion 12-1 hy
adopting a resolution. The resolution shall speci-
fy in detail the proposed modifications.

(b} The pecple may initiate a referendum to
amend this charter to modify the form and strue-
ture of government in any of the respects set out
in section 12-1 by presenting fo the Council a
petition signed by a number of qualified voiers
equal to at least twenty-five per cent of those

who voted in the last mayoral election. The peti-
tion shall be in substantially the following form:
To the Council of The Consolidated Government
of Chariotte and Mecklenburg County:
We, the undersigned voters of the consolidated
government, do hereby request that you submit
to the voters of the coensolidated government fhe
question of whéther to adopt amendments fo the
charter of The Consolidated Government of Char-
lotte and Mecklenburg County, as follows: (here,
deseribe briefly but completely the proposed
amendments, referring te sections of the charter
that will be amended if the vote is in favor of
amendment}.

{c) The Council shall call a referendum to he
held within 180 days after a resolution is passed
or a valid petition is submitted. The Council shall
cause notice of the referendum setting forth the
details of the resclution or petition to be publish-
ed in a newspaper in the county twice weekly
for a pericd of three weeks prior to the referen-
dum. The referendum may be held at any regular
consolidated government election, any county-wide
election or any special election called for that pur-
pose.

The form of the ballot shall be substantially
as follows:

( ) FOR (briefly describe the proposal)

{ ) AGAINST (briefly describe the proposal)

{d) If a majority of the votes cast shall be in
favor of -the proposal, the proposal shall take
effect ag follows:

(1) If the referendum is held in an
even-numbered year or on or before June
15 in an odd-numbered year, the effec-
tive date shall be the first Monday fol-
lowing the January 1 following the next
regular consolidated government elec-
tion;

(2) If the referendum is held after
June 15 in an odd-numbered year, the
effective date shall be the first Monday
following the January 1 following the
next. regular consolidated government
election occurring in the next odd-num-
bered year,
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At the election preceding the effeclive date,
the candidates shall be elected in accordance with
the approved proposal for a change in form or
structure of the government.

Sec, 12-3. Plan to continue for two years. 1T
the charter is amended in the manner set forth
in thig article, the amendment shall continue in
effect until at least the Monday following the sec-
ond January 1 following its effective date;, and no
change of any amended portion of this charter
ghall take effect during that time if the change
is made under this article.

Sec, 12-4 through 12-7. Reserved.

Article 2. Charter Revision Commission

See. 12-8. Charter Revision Commission estab-
lished. (a) There shall be a Charter Revision
Commission. It shsll consist of 24 members,
twelve appointed by the Council, one from each
glectoral district, and twelve appointed at large
by the Mayor. :

The Council shall make six of its initial ap-
pointments for two-year terms and six for four-
vear terms, and the Mayor shall make six of his
initial appointments for two-year terms and six
for four-year terms. Thereafter, all members shall
be appointed to four-year terms. Terms shall
begin on March 1.

To. be eligible for appointment to and member-

" ship on the Commission, persons must be qualified

voters of the consolidated government. The ap-
pointing authority shall fill vacancies in the Com.
mission for the remainder of the unexpired term.
The Coancil shall set the compensation and allow-
anceg, if any, to be paid to members of the
Commission.

(b) At ils initial meeting and in March of each
subsequent year, the Commission shall elect a
chairman and may elect other officers. A majority
of the members of the Commission shall consti-
tute a guorum. The Commission may determine
its own rules of procedure.

See, 12-9. Commission’s duties, The Commis-
sion shall consider, report on and make recom-

‘mendations to the Mayor or Council on any mat-

ters relating to this charter on which the Mayor
or Council seeks the Commission’s advice and con-
sultation. The Commission may hold public hear-
ings and receive testimony concerning the desir-
ability or necessity for any amendments. In mak-
ing its recommendations, the Commission shall.
state the reasons for a proposed amendment and
recommend the amendment should be submitted
to a vote under the provisions of article 1 of this
chapter or be accomplished by action of the Gen-
eral Assembly of North Carolina giving reasons
for its recommendations,

CHAPTER 13. CONTINUATION AND TRANSITION

Article 1.

Sec. 13-1. Continuation of ordinances ond
regulations. All ordinances and resolutions of
Mecklenburg County, the City of Charlotte and
any of the towns of Cornelius, Davidson, Hunters-
ville, Matthews and Pineville that elect not to
continue as separate municipalities that are in
force immediately before the effective date of
this charter and that are not inconsgistent with
this charter continue in full force and effect
within the area in which they applied. They be-
come ordinances and resolutions of the consoli-
dated government and shall contimie in force until
repealed or amended by the Council. All orders,

Continuation

roles and regulations made by any officer, agency,
board, commission or authority of Mecklenburg
County, the City of Charlotte or any of the towns
that elect not to continue as separate municipali-
ties that are in force immediately before the ef-
fective date of this charter and that are not in-
consistent with this charter also continue in force
within the area in which they applied until re-
pealed or amended by the appropriate officer;
agency, board, commission or authoriiy of the
consolidated government.

Sec. 13-2. Coniinuation of hearings and pro-
ceedings. All petitions, hearings and other pro-
ceedings pending before any officer, office, de-
partment, agency, board, commission or authority
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of Mecklenburg County, the City of Charlotte
or any of the towns that elect not to continue as
separate municipalities continue and remain in
full force and effect, even if the officer, office,
department, agency, board, commission or -an-
thority has been abolished or consolidated by this
charter. The petition, kearing, or proceeding shall
be completed by the officer, office, department,
agency, -board, commission or authority of the
consolidated government that succeeds o the
pewers, duties, rights, privileges and immunities
of the abolished or consolidated agency.

Sec. 18-8. Transfer of assets and liabilities.
On the effective date of this charter: (a) Al
property, real and personal and mixed, belonging
tc Mecklenburg County, the City of Charlotte
and any of the fowns of Cornelins, Davidson,
Huntersville, Matthews and Pineville that elect
not to continue as separate municipalities vests
in, belengs to and is the property of the consoli-
dated government.

(b) All judgments, liens, rights of liens and
cauges of action of any nature in favor of any
of the governments listed in subsection (a) vest
in and remain and inure fo the benefit of the
consolidated government,

(e} AN rentals, taxes, assessments and any
other funds, charges or fees owing o any of the
governments listed in subsection {(a) are owed
to and may be collected by the consolidated gov-
ernment.

(d) Any action, suit, or proceeding pending
against, or having been instituted by, any of the
governments listed in subsection (a) shall not he
abated by this charter or by consolidation, but
shall be continued and completed in the same
manner as if consolidation had not occurred. The
consolidated government shall be a party to all
these actions, suits and proceedings in the place
and stead of the government and shall pay or
cause to be paid any judgment rendered apainst
the government in any of these actions, suits or
proceedings. No new process need be served
in any of the actions, suits or proceedings.

{e) All obligations of the governments listed in
subsection (a), including outstanding indebted-
ness, is assumed by the consolidated government,
and all the obligations and outstanding indebted-
ness are constituted obligations and indebtedness
of the consolidated government. The full faith
and credit of the consolidated government is deem-
ed to be pledged for the punctual payment of the
principal of and interest on all general obligation

bonds and bond anticipation notes of the listed
governments, and all the taxable property within
the consolidated government shall be and remain
subject_fo taxation for these payments.

See. 13-4, Continuation of officers. Kxcept as
otherwise provided in this charter, all officers,
departments, agencies, boards, commissions and
authorities of Mecklenburg County, the City of
Charlotte and any of the towns that elect not to
continue as separate municipalities shall continue
to perform their respective functions after the
effective date of this charter, until their succes-
sors have been appointed or provided for by the
conselidated government.

Sec. 13-5. Continuation of employees. On the
effective date of this charter, all employees of
the governments of Mecklenburg County, the
City of Charlotte and any of the towns of Corne-
lius, Davidson, Runtersville, Matthews and Pine-
ville that elect not to continue as separate muni-
cipalities become emplovees of the consolidated
government, :

No employee may sustain any loss of benefits
on account of conseolidation of the former fFOV-
ernments. Each employee is entitled to at least
the same salary and the same rights, benefits,
privileges and opportunities that he had as an
employee of any of the consolidating covernments.
However, no emplovee of an abolished Fovern-
ment has promotion rights, benefits, privileges or
opportunities solely by virtue of the personnel-
policies of that government, and the promaotion
rights of each employee of the consolidated 20V-
ernment are subject to personnel ordinances, re-
solutions or other actions taken by the Council.

The Council shall determine all questions, issues
and interpretations arising under this section,
but it may not take any action that will impair
or diminish the rights, benefits, privileges and
opportunities of any erplovee of the consolidating
governments under any retirement, pension or
other benefit plan in effect immediately before
the effective date of thig charter,

See. 13-6. Officers und offices of boards and
agencies. Except as otherwise provided in this
charter, the officers, members and employees of
all agencies, boards, commissions and authorities
continue as officers, members and employees of
those agencies, boards, commissions and authori-
ties and shall continue to perform the dutieg and
enjoy the poWel‘s, rights, privileges and immuni.
ties they possessed immediately prior o the ef-
fective date of this charter. Nothing in this sen.
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tion impairs the authority of the consolidated
government with respect to those boards, com-
missions, authorities and agencies or to any of
their officers, members or employees.

Article 2. Transition Schedunle

Sec. 18-7. Imitial elections. (a) After Decem-
ber 21, 1971, and before February 8, 1972, each
person offering himself as a candidate for his
party’s nomination to the office of Mayor or for
initial membership on the Council shali file a notice
of candidacy with the Board of Elections in the
form preseribed by section 9-5 of this charter.

(b) The injtial primary elections of each party
shall be keld on March 13, 1972, to nominate one
candidate for the office of Mayor and one candi-
date for each seat on the Council. The persons
receiving the highest number of votes for each
office shall be the nominees of their parties for
those offices.

(¢) The initial general election for the office
of Mayor and for membership on the Council
shall be held on April 24, 1972

(d) The successful candidates for the office of
Mayor and for initial membership on the Council
shall assume office on August 15, 1972, The sue-
cessful candidate for. the office of Mayor shall
serve a term ending January 5, 1976. The three
initial members elected at large who receive the
largest number of votes shall serve until January
5, 1976, and the other three initial members elect-
ed at large shall serve until January 7, 1974. The

initial district members elected from odd-num- .

bered districts shall serve until January 5, 1976,
while those elected from even-numbered districts
shall serve until January 7, 1974, After the
initial election, elections shall be held at the times
set forth in section 9-4 of this charter.

Sec. 13-8. Transitional Ddudgets for 1572-1978.
The 1972-78 budgets as adopted by Mecklenburg
County, the City of Charlotte, and any of the
towns of Cornelius, Davidson, Huntersville, Mat-
thews and Pineville that elect not to continue as
separate municipalities shall be administered in
accordance with their terms by the Couneil and
officers of the consolidated government. Appro-
priations in the budget for 1972-75 as adopted by
each merging municipality shall be expended as
provided in that budget and for the benefit of the

citizens within the territory comprising that mu-

nicipality immediately before the effective date
of this charter. The Council may, however, amend
the 1972-73 budget of each merging government

as adopted by that government before the effec-
tive date of this charter in any manner and for
any purpose for which an amendment could have
beer: made by the governing body of the merging
government in the absence of consolidation.

Budgets of the consclidated government for
1973-74 and subsequent fiscal years shall be adop-
ted and administered as provided in chapter 8 of
this charter.

See. 13-9. Transition Commisston. (a) There
ghall be a Consolidation Transition Commission.
It shall congist of the Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem-
pore of the City of Charlotte, the Chairman of the
Board of County Commissioners of Mecklenburg
County, and one member of the minority party
in the Board of County Commissioners selected
by the members of that party serving on the
Board. The City Council of Charlotte and the
Board of County Commissioners of Mecklenburg
County shall jointly set and pay the compensa-
tion and allowances, if any, to be paid to members
of the Commission. The Transition Commission
ghall expire on September 15, 1972,

{b) The Transition Commigsion shall meet with-
in 45 days after the enactment of this charter.
At its first meeting, the Transition Commission
shail elect a chairman and may elect other officers,
and shall adopt its rules of procedure.

(¢) The Transition Commission shall consider,
report on and make recommendations to the gov-
erning boards of the merging governments and the
Mavor and Council of the consolidated govern-
ment on all matters relating to the transition to
congolidation and the form and structure of the
congolidated government’s administration.

(d) The City Council and Board of County
Commissioners each shall appropriate to the Tran-
sition Commission adequate funds for the Com-
mission’s performance of its duties.

Sec. 13-10. Transition and cooperation. After
this charter is enacted by the General Assembly
of North Cuazrolina and until its effective date,
the officers and employees of the City of Charlotte
and Mecklenburg County and of any of the towns
of Cornelius, Davidson, Huntergville, Matthews
and Pineville that elect not to continue as separate
municipalities shall cooperate with the Commis-
sion and each other in bringing about an orderly
consolidation.

Sec. 13-11. Effective date. The Consolidated
Government of Charlotte and Mecklenburg Coun-
ty will become effective August 15, 1572
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CHAPTER 14 DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

Article 1. Council Electoral Distriets

Sec. 14-1. Districts deseribed. The twelve Coun-
cil electoral districts provided for in chapter 2,
article 1, section 2-1 of this charter are initially
defined as having these boundaries:

DISTRICT ONE: Beginning at the point where
U. S. Highway 29 crosses the Mecklenburg-Ca-
barrus County line; southwest to Mallard Creek;
west and northwest along Mallard Creek and
southwest along Mallard Creek extension to the
Southern Railway ; southeast along the Southern
Railway and south along the Southern Railway
to Interstate 85; west along Interstate 85 to
Irwin Creek; north along Irwin Creek to Ches-
ter drive; west along the rear property line
of the houses on the north side of Chester Drive
to Beatfies Ford Road; north along Beatties Ford
Road fo the Charlotte City Limits: west and south
along the Charlotte City Limit #ine to Inter-
state 85; southwest on Interstate 85 to N. C. High-
way 16; northwest along N. C. Highway 16 to the
Mecklenburg-Gaston County line; mnorth along
Mecklenburg-Gaston County line to the Meecklen-
burg-Lincoln County line; north along the Meck-
lenburg-Lineoln County line to the Mecklenburg-
Iredell County line; east along the Mecklenburg-
Iredell County line to the Mecklenburg-Cabarrus
County line; southeast along the Mecklenburg-
Cabarrus County line to the point where U. S.
Highway 29 erosses. _

DISTRICT TWQ: Beginning at the point where
Providence Road (N. C. Highway 16) crosses the
Mecklenburg-Unicn County line, north aleng Pro-
vidence Road to McAlpine Creek; northeast along
McAlpine Creek to Monroe Road; north on Mon-
roe Road to the Seaboard Air Line Railroad;
northwest along the Seaboard Air Line Railroad to
Rama Road; northeast along Rama Roead to Idle-
wild Road; east along Idlewild Road to Campbell

Creek; north along Campbell Creek to Hickory_

Grove Road; east on Hickory Grove Road to Pence
Road; northeast on Pence Road to Market Street;
north on Market Street and Plott Road to Plaza
Road; northwest along Plaza Road to Newell-

Hickory Grove Road; north along Neweil-Hickory
Grove Road to Orr Road; north along Orr Road
to Old Concord Road; north along Old Concord
Road to Rocky River {Doby Creek) Road; north-
west along Rocky River (Doby Creek) Road to
U. 5. Highway 29; south along U. 8. Highway
29 to Interstate 85; west along Interstate 85 to
Southern Railway; northwest along Southern
Railway to the extension of Mallard Creek; north-

' east and east along Mallard Creek o U. 3. High-

way 29; northeast along U. S. Highway 29 fo the
Mecklenburg-Cabarrus  County line; southeast
along the Mecklenburg-Cabarrus County line to
the Meckleaburg-TUnion County line; southwest
along the Mecklenburg-Union County line to the
point where Providence Road (N. C. Highway 16)
crosses.

DISTRICT THREE: Beginning at the point
where the Charlotte zoning perimeter line crosses
McMullen Creek, northeast along McMullen Creek
to Sharcn View Road; west on Sharon View
Road to Sharon Road; north on Sharon Read to
Sharon Lane; north and northeast on Sharon Lane
to Providence Road; northwest along Providence
Road to Briar Creek; north along Briar Creek to
Randolph Road; northwest on Randolph Road to
Laurel Avenue; west on Laurel Avenue to Provi-
dence Road; northwest on Providence Road to
East Third Street ; northwest on East Third Street
to Queens Road; southwest on Queens Road to

‘Henley Place; west on Henley Place to East More-

head Street ; northwest on East Morehead Street o
Eueclid Avenue; southwest on Euclid Avenue to
Hast Boulevard; northwest on East Boulevard to
the Southern Railway; southwest on the Southern
Railway to Remount Road; east on Remount Road
to Ideal Way; east on Ideal Way to MecDonald
Avenue; gouth and southeast on McDonald Ave-
nue to Park Road; south on Park Road to Prince-
ton Avenue; east on Princeton Avenue to Sugar
Creek; south along Sugar Creek to Park Road;
south, east and south on Park Road to the Char-
lotte zoning perimeter line; southeast along the
Charlotte zoning perimeter line to the point where
MeMullen Creek crosses,
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DISTRICT FOUR: Beginning at the point
where N. C. Highway 16 crosses the Mecklenburg-
(Gaston County line, southeast on N. C. High-
way 16 to Oakdale Road; south on Oakdale Road
to Old Mt. Holly Road; northwest on Old Mt
Holly Road to Hovis Road ; south on Hovis Road to
Forsythia Interurban Avenue; southwest on Foxr-
sythia Interurban Avenue to Forsythia Circle;
goutheast and south on Forsythia Circle to Thrift
Road; southeast on Thrift Road to Interstate
85; southwest and west on Interstate 85 to
Little Rock Road; southwest on Little Rock Road
to Old Gastonia {Old Dowd) Road; west on Old
Gastonia (Old Dowd) Road to Wallace Neal Road;
south on Wallace Neal Road to Dixie Road; south
on Dixie Road to Byrum Road; northeast on By-
rum Road to Wilmount Road; south on Wilmount
Road to Beam Road, scuth on Beam Road to York
Road; south on York Road to Arrowood Road;
southeast and northeast on Arrowood Road to Old
Pineville Road; south on Old Pineville Road to
Pineville Road ; south on Pineville Road to Sharon
Road West; east on Sharon Road West to Park
Road; south on Park Road to the Charlotte zoning
perimeter line; southeast along the Charlotte zon-
ing perimeter line to MeMullen Creek; north-
east along McMullen Creek to Sharon View Road;
southeast on Sharon View Road to Old Provi-
dence Road: south on Old Providence Road to Me-
Alpine Creek; northeast along McAlpine Creek
to Providence Road (N. C. Highway 16); south
on Providence Road to Mecklenburg-Union Coun-
ty line; southwest along Mecklenburg - Union
County line to the Mecklenburg-South Carolina
line; northwest and southwest and north along
the Mecklenburg-South Carolina line to the Meck-
lenburg-Gagton County line ; north along the Meck-
ienburg-Gaston County line to the point where
N. C. Highway 16 crosses. :

DISTRICT FIVE: Beginning at the junction
of Pence Road and Market Street, north along
Market Street to Plott Road; north along Plott
Road o Plaza Road; northwest on Plaza Road to
Newell-Hickory Grove Road; north on Newell-
Hickory Grove Road to Orr Road; north on Orr
Road to Old Concerd Road; north on Old Concord
Road to Rocky River Road; northwest on Rocky
River (Doby Creek) Road to U. 8. Highway 29;
gsouth on U. 8. Highway 29 to Interstate 85; west
on Interstate 85 to Sugar Creek; south on Sugar
Creek to Southern Railway Atando Connector;
south along Atande Connector to Southern Rail-
way; northeast on Southern Railway to Suagar

Creek iRoad; south on Sugar Creek Road to The
Plaza; northeast on The Plaza to the Norfolk and
Southern Railway; southeast on the Norfolk and

‘Southern Railway to REastway Drive; south on

Fastway Drive to Kilborne Drive; southeast on
Kilborne Drive to Enfield Road; east on Enfield
Road to Sudbury Road; north and east on Sad-
bury Road %o Sharon-Amity Road; northeast on
Sharon-Amity Road to Hickory Grove Road; east
on Hickory Grove Road to Pence Road; northeast
ont Pence Road to Market Street,

DISTRICT SIX: Beginning at the iniersection
of The Plaza and Sugar Creek Road, northeast on
The Plaza to the Norfolk and Southern Railway;
southeast on the Norfolk and Southern Railway
to Eastway Drive; south on Eastway Drive to Kil-
borne Drive: southeast on Kilborne Drive to Iin-
field Road:; east on IHnfield Road to Sudbury
Road; north and east on Sudbury Road to Sharon-
Amity Road; northeast on Sharon-Amity Road to
Hickory Grove Road; east on Hickory Grove Road
to Campbell Creek; south along Campbell Creek fo
Albemarle Road: southwest on Albemarle Road
to Independence Boulevard; west on Independence
Boulevard to Briar Creek; southwest along Briar
Creek to the Seaboard Air Line Railroad; north-
west along Seaboard Air Line Railroad to Central
Avenue; west on Central Avenue to Hawthorne
Lane; north on Hawthorne Lane to Parkwood
Avenue: east on Parkwood Avenue to The Plaza;
northeast on The Plaza to the intersection with
Sugar Creek Road.

DISTRICT SEVEN: Beginning at the point
where Albemarle Road crosses Campbell Creek,
southwest on Albemarle Road to Independence
Boulevard; west on Independence Boulevard to
Briar Creek; southwest along Briar Creek to the
Seaboard Air Line Rallroad; southeast along the
Seaboard Air Line Railroad to McAlway Road;
southwest on McAlway Road to Beal Street; west
on Beal Street to Ellington Street; north on
Ellington Street to Billingsley Road; west on
Billingsley Road to Randolph Road; southeast on
Randolph Road to Meadowbrook Road ; west along
the rear property line of the houses on the north
side of Meadowbrook Road and continuing on
that line to Briar Creek; southwest along Briar
Creek to Providence Road; southeast on Provi-
dence Road to Sharon Lane; southwest on Sharon
Lane to Sharon Road; southwest on Sharon Road
to Sharon View Road; east and southeast on Sha-
ron View Road to 0ld Providence Road; south on
Old Providence Road to McAlpine Creek; north-

o
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east along McAlpine Creek to Monroe Road ; north
on Monroe Road to Seaboard Air Line Railroad:
northwest along Seaboard Air Line Railrcad to
Rama Road; northeast on Rama Road to Idlewild
Road; east on Idlewild Road to Campbell Creek;
north along Campbell Creek to Albemarle Road.

DISTRICT EIGHT: Beginning at the junction
of the Southern Railway and Remount Road, east
on Remount Road to Ideal Way ; east on Ideal Way

to MeDonald Avenue; south snd southeast on
McDonald Avenue to Park Road; south on Park.

Road fo Princeton Avenue; east on Princeton
Avenue to Sugar Creek; south along Sugar Creek
to Park Road; south, east and south on Park Road
to Sharon Road West; west on Sharon Road West
to Pineville Road; north on Pineville Road to 0O1d
Pineville Road; north on Old Pineville Road to
County Road 1302; east on County Road 1302 to
Southern Railway; north on Southern Railway
to Remount Road.

DISTRICT NINE: Beginning at the intersec-
tion of Cenfral Avenue and Hawthorne Lane,
north on Hawthorne Lane to Parkwood Avenue;
east on Parkwood Avenue to The Plaza; north-
east on The Plaza to Sugar Creek Road: north on
Sugar Creek Road to the Southern Railway;
southwest along the Southern Railway to the
Southern Railway Atando Connector; north along
the Atando Connector to Sugar Creek; north
along Sugar Creek to Interstate 85; southwest on
Interstate 85 to Beatties Ford Road; south on
Beatties Ford Road to Russell Avenue; east on
Russell Avenue and Russell Avenue extended to
Irwin Creek; south along Irwin Creek to Oalk-
lawn Avenue; east on Oaklawn Avenue to States-
ville Avenue; south on Statesville Avenue to
Southern Railway; southwesi along Southern
Railway to Seaboard Air Line Railroad; south-
east along Seaboard Air Line Railroad to Sugar
Creek; south and soathwest along Sugar Creek to
Tenth Street; east on Tenth Street and Central
Avenue to Hawthorne Lane.

DISTRICT TEN: Beginning at the junction
of the Seahoard Air Line Railroad and MeAlway
Road, northwest along the Seaboard Air Line Rail-
road to Central Avenue, west on Central Avenue
and Tenth Street to Sugar Creek; north and
northeast along Sugar Creek to.the Seaboard Air
Line Railroad; northwest along the Seaboard Air
Line Railroad to the Southern Railway; north-
east along the Southern Railway to Statesville
Avenue; north on Statesville Avenue to Oaklawn
Avenue; west on Oaklawn Avenue to Irwin Creek;

north along Irwin Creek to a point which would
be the extension of Russell Avenue; west along
the Russell Avenue extended line and Russell
Avenue to Beatties Ford Road; south on Beatties
Ford Road to the Seaboard Air Line Railroad;
northwest along the Seaboard Air Line (and Pied-
mont and Northern) Railroad to Stewart Creek;
south along Stewart Creek to West Trade Street;
southeast on West Trade Street to Irwin Creek;
southwest along Irwin Creek to West Boulevard;
southeast on West Boulevard to East Boulevard;
southeast on East Boulevard io.Euclid Avenue;
northeast on Euelid Avenue to FEast Morehead
Street; southeast on East Morehead Sireet to
Henley Place; east on Henley Place to Queens
Road; north on Queens Road to FEast Third
Street; southeast on Rast Third Street to Pro-
vidence Road ; south on Providence Road; to Lau-
rel Avenue; northeast on Laurel Avenue to Ran-
dolph Road; southeast on Randolph Road to
Briar Creek; south on Briar Creek to the line
running from the rear property line on the north
side of Meadowbrook Road; east along the rear
property line of the houses or the north side of
Meadowbrook Road to Randolph Road; north on
Randolph Road to Billingsley Road: east on Bill-
ingsley Road to Ellington Street; south on Elling-
ton Street to Beal Street; east on Beal Street to
McAlway Road; northeast on McAlway Road to
the junction with the Seaboard Air Line Rail-
road.

DISTRICT ELEVEN: Beginning at the in-
tersection of Interstate 85 and N. C. Highway 186,
southwest on Interstate 85 to the Piedmont and
Northern Railroad; southeast along the Piedmont
and Northern Railroad to State Street; west on
State Street to Berryhill Road:; southwest on
Berryhill Road to Freedom Drive; northwest on
Freedom Drive to Camp Greene Street; south on
Camp Greene Street to Wilkinson Boulevard ;
east on Wilkinson Boulevard to Remount Road;
south on Remount Road to West Boulevard ;
southwest on West Boulevard to Trwin Creek;
south and southwest along Irwin Creek to the
Southern Railway Crossline; southeast along the
Southern Railway Crossline to York Road; north-
east on York Road to Woodlawn Road; southeast
on Woodlawn Road to the Southern Railway;
south on the Southern Railway to County Road
1302; west on County Road 1302 to Old Pineville
Road; south on Old Pineville Road to Arrowood
Road; southwest and northwest or Arrowood
Road to York Road; north on York Road to Beam
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Road; nortk on Beam Road to Wilmount Road;
northwest on Wilmount Road to Byrum Road;

southwest on Byrum Road to Dixie Road; north .

on Dixie Road to Wallace Neal Road; north on
Wallace Neal Road to Cld Gastonia (Old Dowd)
Road; northeast on Old Gastonia (Old Dowd)
Road to Little Rock Road; northeast on Little
Rock Road to Inferstate 85; northeast on Inter-
state 85 to Thrift Road; northwest on Thrift
Road to Forsythia Circle; north and northwest on
Forsythia Circle to Forsythia Interurban Avenue;
northeast on Forsythia Interurban Avenue to
Hovis Road; north on Hovis Road te Old Mt. Holly
Road; southeast on Oid Mt. Holly Road to Oak-
dale Road; north on Oakdale Read to N. C.
Highway 16; southeast on N. C. Highway 16
to Interstate 85.

DISTRICT TWELVE: Beginning at the inter-
section of Woodlawn Road and the Southern
Railway, northeast along the Southern Railway
to West Boulevard; northwest on West Boule-
vard to Irwin Creek; north along Irwin Creek to
West Trade Street; northwest on West Trade
Street to Stewart Creek; north along Stewart
Creek to the Seaboard Alr Line (and Piedmont
and Northern) Railroad; southeast along the Sea-
board Air Line (and Piedmont and Northern)
Railroad to Beatties Ford Road ; north on Beatties
Ford Road to Interstate 85; northeast on Inter-
state 85 to Irwin Creek; north along Irwin Creek
to Chester Drive; west along the rear prop-
erty line of the houses on the north side of Chester
Drive to Beatties Ford Road; north on Beattieg
Ford Road to Charlotte City Limit line; west
and south along Charlotte City Limit line to

Interstate R85: southwest on Interstate 25 to
Piedmont and Northern Railread ; southeast along
Piedmont and Northern Railroad to State Street;
west on State Street to Berryhill Road; south-
west on Berryhill Road to Freedom Drive; north-
west on Freedom Drive to Camp Greene Street;
south on Camp Greene Street to Wilkinson Boule-
vard; east on Wilkinson Boulevard fo Remount
Road; south on Remount Road to West Boule-
vard; southwest on West Boulevard to Irwin
Creek; south and southwest along Irwin Creek

" to Southern Railway Crossline; southeast along

Southern Railway Crossline to York Road; north-
east on York Road to Woodlawn Road; southeast
on Woodlawn Read to the Southern Railway.

Article 2. School Electoral Districts

Sec. 14-2. School districts described. The six
electoral districts provided for the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Board of Education in chapter &,
article 1, zection 6-1 of this charter are initially
defined as having these boundaries:

SCHOOL BOARD DISTRICT A: Council
Electoral Districts Nine and Ten.

SCHOOL BOARD DISTRICT B: Council
Electoral Districts Two and Five.

SCHOOI. BOARD DISTRICT C: Council
Electoral Districts Six and Seven.

SCHOOL BOARD DISTRICT D: Council
Electoral Districts Three and Right.

SCHOOL BOARD DISTRICT E: Council
Eleetoral Distriets One and Tour.

SCHOOL BOARD DISTRICT F: Counecil

Blectoral Districts Eleven and Twelve,

CHAPTER 15. INTENT AND SEPARABILITY

Sec. 15-1. Intent and separability. The people
residing within the area of the consolidated gov-
ernment declare that by the adoption of this
charter it ig their intent to consclidate the gov-
ernmental and corporate functions of the. County
of Mecklenburg, City of Charlotte and any of the
towns of Cornelivs, Davidson, Huntersville, Mat-
thews and Pineville that elect not to continue as
separate municipalities, so that the consolidating

governments may be operated as one governmen-
tal entity in the interest of modern, efficient and
economical, responsive and responsible democratic
government. This charter shall continue in full
force and effect even if any of its separable pro-
vigions not essential to this objective is held un-
constitutional or void, and each provision of this
charter is separable from each other provigion.




Companion Legislation 51

APPENDIX. COMPANION LEGISLATION

L. Consolidated Counties Act

[Authorizes by general law the definition of
special taxing areas in consolidated counties and
establishes faxing limitations and debt limita-
tions and procedures for consolidated counties and
special taxing areas. Must be general law for
congtitutional reasons.]

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO DE-
FINE CONSOLIDATED COUNTIES; TO AU-
THORIZE THE GOVERNING BOARDS OF
CONSOLIDATED COUNTIES TO DEFINE, BX-
TEND, CONSOLIDATE AND ABOLISH URBAN
SERVICE DISTRICTS; TO AUTHORIZE THE
GOVERNING BOARDS OF CONSOLIDATED
COUNTIES TO LEVY TAXES WITHIN URBAN
SERVICE DISTRICTS; AND TO SET FORTH
THE DEBT LIMITS AND PROCEDURES FOR
CONSOLIDATED COUNTIES,

The General Assembly of North Carolina do en-
act:

Sec. 1. Chapter 153 of the General Statutes of
North Carolina is amended by adding thereto a
new article to read as follows:

“Article . Urban Service Districts
in Consolidated Counties

PART 1. TITLE AND DEFINITION

“Sec., 153. . Title. This Act shall be cited as
the ‘Consolidated Counties Act of 1971

“Sec, 153- . Definitions. In this article: (a)
‘Consolidated county’ means any county where
the largest municipality in the county has been
abolished and its powers, duties, rights, privileges
and immunities consolidated with those of the
county. Other municipalities in the county may or
may not have been abolished and their powers,
duties, rights, privileges and immunities consoli-
dated with those of the county.

(b) ‘Council’ means the governing board of a
consolidated county.

ParT 2. DEFINING URBAN SERVICE DisTRICTS

- “Bec. 153- - Authority; purpose. of dis-
tricts. The council may define any number of ur-

ban service districts in order to finance, provide
or maintain for the districts services, facilities
and functions in addition to or to a greater extent
than those financed, provided or maintained for
the entire consolidated county.

“Sec, 153- . Definition of urban service dis-
tricts to repluce municipalities abolished at the
time of comsolidation. The council, by resolution,
may defire an urban service district within the
boundaries of the largest municipality that ex- .
isted in the county before consolidation and with-
in the boundaries of any other municipality abol-
ished at the time of the establishment of the
consolidated county. Any urban service district
80 defined shall comprise the total ares of the
abolished municipality as it existed immediately
before the effective date of consolidation. The.
resolution shall take effect upon its adoption.

“Sec, 153- . Definition of urban service dis-
tricts to replace municipalities abolished subse-
quent to consolidation. The council, by resolution
may define an urban service district within the
boundaries of any municipality within the con-
solidated county the citizens of which, subsequent
to the establishment of the eonsolidated county,
have voted in a referendum to abolish their mu-
nicipality and consolidate its powers, duties,
rights, privileges and immunities with those of
the consolidated county. An urban service district
so defined shall comprise the total area of the
municipality as it existed immediately before the
effective date of its abolition. The resolution ghall
take effect at the beginning of the fiscal year
next occurring after its adoption.

“Sec. 153- . Definition of urban service dis-
tricts where no municipality existed. {a) Stand-
ards.~—The council, by resolution, may define an
urban service district upon finding that a pro-
posed district:

(1) has a resident population of at
least 1,000;

(2) has a resident population density
of at least one person per acre;

(8) has an assessed valuation of ai
least two and one-half million dollars;
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(4) requires one or more of the serv-
iceg, faeilities and functions that are
provided or maintained only or to a
greater extent for an urban serviece dis-
trict; and

{(5) does nol include any territory
within an active incorporated munici-
pality.

{b) Report.—Prior to the public hegring re-
quired by subsection {c), the consolidated county
shall prepare a report containing:

{1) a map of the proposed district,
showing its proposed boundaries;

(2) a statement showing that the pro-
posed district meets the standards of

- subsection (a); and

"~ (3) a plan for providing urban serv-

ices, facilities and funetions for the dis-
trict, '

The report shall be available in the office of
the consolidated county’s clerk for at least two
weeks prior to the date of the public hearing.

{c) Hearing and notice.—The council shall
hold a public hearing prior to adoption of any
resolution defining a new urban service district.
Notice of the hearing shall state the date, hour
and place of the hearing and its subject, and shall
include a statement that the report required by
subsection (b) is available for inspection in the
office of the consolidated county’s clerk. The
notice shall be published in a newspaper of gen-
eral circulation in the county at least once a week
for four successive weeks prior to the date of the
hearing. In addition it shall be mailed at least
four weeks prior to the date of the hearing to the
owners as shown by the tax records of the con-
solidated county of all properiy located within
the proposed district. The person designated by
the council to mail the notice shall certify to the
council that the mailing has been completed and
his certificate shall be conclusive in the absence
of fraud. The hearing may he held within the
proposed district.

(d) Effective date—The resolution defining
an urban service district shall take effect at the
beginning of a fiscal year commencing after its
passage, as determined by the couneil.

“Sec. 153- . BExtension of urban service dis-
triets. {a) Standards.—The council, by resolution,
may extend by annexation the boundaries of any
urban service district upon finding that:

(1) the area to be annexed is con-
tiguous to the district, with at least one

-eighth of the area’s aggregate external
boundary coincident with the existing
boundary of the distriet;

(2} the area to be annexed has a resi-
dent population density of at least one
person per acre and an assessed valua- .
tion of at least $1,000 per resident per-
son; or the area to be annexed is so de-
veloped that at least sixty per cent of
the total numbey of lots and tracts in the
area at the time of annexation are used
for residential, commercial, industrizl,
institutional or governmental purposes
and at least sixty per cent of the total
acreage of the area at the time of annex-
ation is devoted to these uses; and

{3) the area to be annexed requires
the services, facilities or functions that
are provided for the contiguous urban
service districi,

{b) Annexaticn by petition.—The council algo,
by resolution, may extend by annexation the
boundaries of any urban service distriect when
one hundred per cent of the real property owners
of the area to be annexed have petitioned the
council for annexation to the service district.

{c) Report.—Prior to the public hearing re-
quired by subsection {d), the consoclidated county
shall prepare a report confaining:

(1) a map of the urban service dis-
trict and the adjacent territory, showing
the present and proposed boundaries of
the district;

(2) a statement showing that the
area to be annexed meets the standards
of subsection {(a) or comes before the
council by petition as provided by sub-
section (b); and

(3) a plan for extending urban serv-
ices, facilities and functions to the area
to be annexed. .

The report shall be available in the office of
the consolidated county’s clerk for at least two
weeks prior to the date for the public hearing.

{d) Hearing and notice.—The council shall
hold a publie hearing prior to adoption of any
resolution extending the boundaries of an urban
service district, Notice of the hearing shall state
the date, hour and place of the hearing and its
subject, and shall inciude a statement that the
report required by subsection (e) is available for
inspection in the office of the consolidated coun-
ty’s clerk. Notice shall be published in a news-
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paper of general circulation in the county at least
once a week for four successive weeks prior to
the date of the hearing. In addition notice shall
be mailed at least four weeks prior to the date of
the hearing to the owners as shown by the tax

records of the consolidated county of all property .

located within the area to be annexed. The person
designated by the council to mail the notice shall
certify to the council that the mailing has been
completed, and his certificate shall be conclusive
in the absence of fraud.

(e) Effective date~-The resolution extending
the boundaries of the district shall take effect
at the beginning of a fiscal year commencing
after its passage, as determined by the council.

(f) A consolidated county. may not utilize the
procedures of this section to annex to an urban
service district territory within the boundaries
of an active incorporated municipality.

“Sec. 158- . Consolidation of wrbon service
districts. (a) Standards.—The council, by resolu-
tion, may consolidate two or more urban service
districts upen finding that:

(1) the districts are contiguous or are
in a continuous boundary ; and

(2) the provision or maintenance of
urban services, facilities and funections
for each of the districts is substantially
the same; or

(3) if the provision or maintenance
of urban services, facilities and functions
is lower for one of the districts, there is
& need to increase those services, facili-
ties and functions for that district.
However, no urban service district pro-
viding electric or telephone services may
be consolidated with any other urban
service district unless the voters of the
distriet providing the utility service ap-
prove the consolidation in a referendum
held for that purpose. Consolidated coun-
ties may hold these referendums.

(b) Report.—Prior to the public hearing re-
quired by subsection (c), the consolidated county
shall prepare a report containing:

(1) a map of the districts to be con-
solidated ;

(2) astatement showing the proposed
consolidation meets the standards of
subsection (a); and

(3) if necessary, a plan for increasing
the urban services, facilities and funec-
tions for one of the districts so that they

are substantially the same throughout
the consolidated district.
The report shall be available in the office of
the consolidated county’s clerk for at least two

- weeks prior to the date of the public hearing.

(¢) Hearing and notice.—The council shall hold
a public hearing prior to adoption of any resolu-
tion consolidating urban service distriets. Notice
of the hearing shall state the date, hour and place
of the hearing and its subject, and shall include a
staterment that the report required by subsection
(b) is available for inspection in the office of the
consolidated county’s clerk. Notice shall be pub-
lished in a newspaper of general circulation in
the county at least once a week for four suec-
cessive weeks prior to the date of the hearing. In
addition, if the services, facilities and functions

for one of the districts will be substantially in-

creased as a result of the consclidation, notice
shall be mailed at least four weeks prior to the
date of the hearing to the owners as shown by
the tax records of the consolidated county of all
property located within the district. The person
designated by the council to mail the notice shall
certify to the council that the mailing has been
completed and his certificate shall be conclusive
in the absence of fraud.

(d) Effective date—The consolidation of ur-
ban service districts shall {ake effect at the be-
ginning of a fiscal year commencing after pagsage
of the resolution of consolidation, as determined
by the council.

“See. 153 . Requirved provision or mainte-
nance of services, facilities and functions. (a)
New district.—When a consolidated county de-
fines a new urban service district, it shall provide
or maintain the services, facilities and functions
for which the residents of the district are being
taxed within a reasonable time, not to exceed one
year, after the effective date of the definition of
the district. '

(b) Extended district.—When a consolidated
county annexes territory to an urban service dis-
trict, it shall provide or maintain the services,
facilities and functions provided or maintained
throughout the district to the residents of the
area annexed to the district within a reasonable
time, not to exceed one year, affer the effective
date of the annexation.

{c) Consolidated dlstrlct.—When a congoli-
dated county consolidates two or more urban
service districts, one of which has had provided
or maintained a lower level of urbar services, it
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shall increase the services, facilities and functions
within that district to a level comparable to those
provided or maintained elsewhere in the consoli-
dated district within a reasonable time, not to
exceed one year, after the effective date of the
consclidation.

“Sec. 153- . Abolition of urban service dis-
tricts. Upon finding that there iz no longer a need
for a particular urban service district, the coun-
cil, by resolution, may abolish that district. The
council shall hold a public hearing prior to adop-
tion of a resolution abolishing a district. Notice

of the hearing shall state the date, hour and place

of the hearing, and its subject, and shall be pub-
lished in a newspaper of general circulation in
the county at least once a week for four successive
weeks prior fo the date of the hearing. The aboli-
tion of any urban service district shall take effect
at the end of a fiseal year following passage of
the resolution, as determined by the council.

PART 3. LEVY oF TAXES
IN URBAN SERVICE DISTRICTS

“Sec. 153- . Tazes authorized; limits. A con-
solidated county may levy the following taxes
within defined urban service districts in addition
to those levied throughout the county, in order to
finance, provide or maintain for the districts
services, facilities and funetions in addition to or
to a greater extent than those financed, provided
or maintained for the entire county.

(a} Property taxes.—A consolidated county
may levy within any urban service district a tax
on property at a rate not to exceed cne dolar
and fifty cents on the one hundred dollars of
assessed valuation. This rate limitation does not
apply to property taxes levied (1) for debt service
on general obligation bonds of the econsolidated
county, (2) for the support of the public schools
or {3) for any purpose approved by a special vote
of the people.

{b) Taxicab license tax.—A consolidated county
may levy within any urban service digtrict the
taxicab license tax authorized in G.S. 20-97.

PART 4. DEBT LIMITS AND PROCEDURES
OF CONSOLIDATED COUNTIES

“Sec. 153- . Authority fo issue general ob-
ligution bonds. A consolidated county may issue
its" general obligation bonds for any purpose for
which either county or municipal governments
in North Carolina are authorized to issue bonds
- under the general laws of the State.

“Sec. 153- . Procedure for issuing general
obligation bonds. In issuing its general obligation
bonds, a consolidated county, except as expressly
modified by this part, is subject to the provisions
of the Local Government Act (G.8. Ch. 159), the
County Finance Act (Art. 9 of G.S. Ch. 153), the
Municipal Fiscal Agency Act (Art. 31 of G.S. Ch.
160), and the Municipal Bond Registration Act

 (Art. 32 of G.S. Ch. 160).

In applying the provisions of the County Ki-
nance Act to a consolidated county, the terms
“governing body” or “governing board” or “board
of county commissioners” mean the council; the
term “chairman of the board of county commis-
sioners” means the mayor of the consolidated
courity; and the terms “clerk” or “clerk of board

.of commissioners” mean the clerk to the eouncil.

Maturities of bonds issued by a consolidated
county shall be those stipulated by the County
Finance Act or the Municipal Finance Act for the
purpose of the issue, whichever is longer, or as
set by the North Carolina Local Government
Commission if neither Act sets a maximum ma-
turity for the purpose.

It a proposed bond issue is required by law to
be submitted to and approved by the voters of the
consolidated government, and if the proceeds of
the proposed bond issue are to be used in con-
nection with a service, facility or funetion that is
or, if the bond issue is approved, will be financed,
provided or maintained only for one or more ur-
ban service districts, the proposed bhond issue
must be approved concurrently by a majority of
those voting throughout the entire consolidated
government and by a majority of the total of
those voting in all the affected or to be affected
urban service districts. :

“Sec. 153- . Debt limitations. The net in-
debtedness in the form of genersl obligations of a
consolidated county for school purposes may not
exceed eight per cent of the assessed valuation of
taxable property in the county. The net indebted-
ness in the form of general obligations of the
consolidated county for all purposes other than
for schools or water, sewerage, gas and electric
purposes may not exceed eight per cent of the
assessed valuation of taxable property in the
county. No other debt limitations applying to
counties and municipalities in North Carolina
apply to a consolidated county.

In applying these limitations within the pro-
cedures set out in the County Finance Act, the
following amendments to that Act are deemed
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to have been made:

(a) G.8. 153-84(2) reads: ‘Outstanding debt
for purposes other than for schools or water,
sewerage, gas and electric purposes.

(b} G.S. 153-84(8) reads: ‘Bonded debt to be
incurred for other than schools or water, sewer-
age, gas and electric purposes and under orders
elther passed or introduced.’

{c) G.S. 153-84(9) reads: ‘Net debt for other
than schools or water, sewerage, gas and electric
purposes, being the sum by which subdivision
“(4)” exceeds subdivision “(8)")

{d) G.3. 153-84(10)
that the net debt for all purposes other than for
schools or water, sewerage, gas and electric pur-
poses bears to the assessed valuation.’

(e) G.S. 153-B7 reads: ‘On the day so fixed for
the public hearing, but not earlier than ten days
after the first publication of the order, the coun-
cil shall hear any citizen or taxpayer who may
desire to protest the issuance of the bends. The
hearing may be adjourned from time to time.
After the hearing, the council may pass the order
in the form of its introduction, or in an amended
form, but the amount of bonds to be issued may
not be increased by any amendment, nor the pur-
pose of issuance substantially changed, without
due notice and hearing as above required. No
order for the issuance of school bonds may he

passed unless it appears from the sworn state.

ment that the net school indebtedness does not
exceed eight per cent of the assessed valuation,
uniess the bonds to be issued are funding or re-
funding bonds. No order may be passed for the
issuance of bonds for any purpose other than- for
schools or water, sewerage, gas and electric pur-
poses unless it appears from the sworn statement
that the net indebtedness for all purposes, other
than for schools or water, sewerage, gas and elec-
tric purposes, does not exceed eight per cent of
the assessed valuation, unless the bonds fo he
issued are funding or refunding bonds.

“Sec. 153- . Authority to issue revenue
bonds. Any consolidated county may issue revenue
bonds under the provisions of the Revenue Bond
Act of 1938 (Art. 34, G.S. Ch. 160) and any other
general law that at or after the effective date of
this Act authorizes counties and municipalities in
North Carolina to issue revenue bonds.”

Sec. 2. If any provision of this Act or the ap-
plication thereof to any person or circumstance
is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affeet other
provisions or applications of the Act that can be

reads: ‘“The percentage

given effect without the invalid provision or dp-
plication, and to this end the provisions of this
Act are declared to be severable.

Sec. 3. All laws and clauses of laws in conflict
with this Act are repealed.

Sec. 4. This Aect is effective July 1, 1973.

II. Miscellaneous Amendments

{ Amends several general laws and local acts to
accord their provisions with the structure of the
consolidated government.] '

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO
AMEND CERTAIN GENERAL STATUTES
AND LOCAL ACTS AS THEY APPLY TO THE
CONSOLIDATED GOVERNMENT OF CHAR-
LOTTE AND MECKLENBURG COUNTY.

The General Assembly of North Carolina do en-
act:

Section 1. G.8. 44-51.8 is amended by adding
the word “Mecklenburg” between the words
“Madison” and “Mitchell” so that G.S8. 44-51.8
shall read as follows:

“Sec. 44-51.8. Counties to which article applies.
—'The provisions of this article shall apply only
to Anson, Bladen, Brunswick, Buncombe, Cald-
well, Caswell, Catawba, Columbus, Davidson,
Edgecombe, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Granville,

- Greene, Guilford, Halifax, Hertford, Hoke, John-

ston, Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Lincoln, Madison, Meck-
lenburg, Mitchell, Montgomery, Moore, Nash,
Onslow, Pasquotank, Person, Pitt, Richmond,
Robeson, Rockingham, Scotland, Vance, Warren,
Watauga, Wilkes, Wilson and Yancey counties.”

I Brings Mecklenburg under 1969 law author-
izing garnishment to enforce liens for publicly
owned ambulance services.]

Sec. 2. G.8. 67-31(1) is amended by adding at
the end thereof, “Dog wardens appointed in
Mecklenburg County shall not have the power of
arrest.”, so that G.8. 67-31(1) shall read as fol-
lows: 4 )

“Sec. 67-81. Powers and duties of dog warden.
—The powers and duties of the county dog war-
den shall be as follows: :

(1) He shall have the power of arrest and be
responsible for the enforcement within his county
of all public and public-local laws pertaining to
the ownership and control of dogs, and shall co-
operate within the county in fuifilling this re-
sponsibility. Dog wardens appointed in Mecklen-
burg County shall not have the power of arrest.”

| Takes power of arrest from consolidated gov-
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ernment deg wardens. County wardens now have
power; eity wardens do not.]

Sec. 3. G.8. 105-116 is amended by adding at
the end thereof the following new subsection (h):

“(h) For purposes of subsection (g), the ferm
municipality includes any urban service district
defined by the council of a consolidated county,
and the amounts due thereby shall be distributed
to the government of the consolidated county.”

[Qualifies consolidated government for distri-
butions of franchise tax on same basis as muni-
cipalities presently receive distributions.]

Sec. 4. G.S. 105-213 is amended by renumber-
ing the present section as subsection (a) and
adding a new subsection (b) as follows:

“{b) For purposes of this section, the term
muniecipality inciudes any urban service district
defined by the council of a consolidated county,
and the amounts due thereby shall be distributed
to the government of the consolidated county.”

[Qualifies consolidated government for distri-
butions of intangibles tax proceeds on same basis

as if any urban service district were a muni- -

cipality.]

Sec, 5. Chapter 130 of the General Statutes is
amended by adding a new article to read ag fol-
lows:

“Article 3.1 Board of Health
in a consolidated county with
a population over 300,000,

“Sec. 1. Board of Health established; member-
ship. A congolidated county (as defined in the
Consolidated Counties Act of 1971) with a popu-
lation In excess of 300,000 has a Board of Health
of three ex officio and six public members. The
ex officio members, who may designate other
persons to serve for them, are the mayor and the
mayor pro tempore of the consolidated county and
the superintendent of schools of the county school
system. The six public members include a licensed
physician, a pharmacist, a dentist, an environmen-
tal specialist and two public-spiriied citizens who
may not have the same profession or occupation ag
the other public members. The council of the conso-
lidated county shall appoint the public members,
who serve three-year staggered terms, beginning
on March 1. Public members shall be qualified
voters of the econsolidated county and shall receive
compensation and allowances, if any, as set by
the couneil.- Vacancies in the public membership
on the Board shall be filled by the council of the

consolidated county for the nnexpired ferm. The
council may remove any public member for cause.
“Seec. 2. Transition from county Board of Health,
Members of the county Board of Health gerving
at the date of the establishment of any consol-
idated county are the initial members of the con-
solidated county Board of Health. In addition,
within 90 days after the establishment of the
consolidated county, the council of the consol- -
idated county shall appoint an environmental
specialist and one other public member. At the
initial meeting of the full Board, the public mem-
bers shall draw lots to determine the expiration
of their terms. Two shall serve for one year, two
for two years and two for three years.

“Sec, 8. Officers and procedures. (a) Officers.
——At its inifial meeting and in March of each
subseguent year, the Board of Hezalth shall elect
a chairman and may elect other officers. The
Director of the Department of Public Health shall

~serve as secretary to the Board of Health.

{b) Meeting procedures.—A majority of the
members of the Board of Health constitutes a
quorum. The Board of Health may determine its
own rules of procedure.

{(¢) Management of funds.—The Board of

‘Health is subject to the fiscal control and budget-

ing procedures of the consolidated county.

“Sec. 4. Applicable lgw. Except as provided in
this article, the provisions of Article 8 of Chapter
130 of the General Statutes applies to the Board
of Health of a consolidated county with a popula-
tion in excess of 300,000.” )

[Establishes board of health. Must be general
law for constitational reasons.]

Sec. 6. G.5. 131-94 iz amended by adding, be-
tween the present second and third paragraphs
thereof, a new paragraph, to read as follows:.

“In consolidated counties, the mayor may fill
vaeancies in the membership of the Authority by
appointing persons other than those nominated
by the Authority.” '

| Amends hospital authority law so that mayor
is no longer bound, in appointments, to nominees
of authority.]

Bec. 7. G.8. 131-98 is amended by renumbering
the present subsections (29) through (36) as (30)
through (37}, respectively, and adding a new sub-
section (29) to read as follows:

“{29) In a consolidated county, to provide and

maintain ambulance, rescue squad, emer-
gency health vehicle or similar services
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for residents of a part of or all the
county.”

[Authorizes hospital authorlty to provide am-
bulance services.)

Sec, 8, G.3. 136-41.1 is amended by renumber-
ing the present section as subsection (a) and
adding a new subsection (b) as follows:

“(I) For purposes of this section and of G.3.
186-41.2 and 136-41. 3, urban service dis-
tricts defined by the council of a consol-
idated county shall be considered eligible
municipalities, and the alloeations o be
made thereby shall be made to the gov-
ernment of the consolidated county.”

[Qualifies consolidated government for state
street-aid funds.]

Sec. 9. G.8. 155-1 is amended by adding the
- following sentence: “In Mecklenburg County,
however, the treasurer shall be appointed or des-
ignated by the chief administrative officer of the
consolidated government, subject to the approval
of the mavor.”, so that G.8. 155- 1 shall read as
follows: :

“Sec. 155-1. Election of county treasurer. In
each county there shall be elected biennially by
the qualified voters thereof, as provided for the
electionn of members of the General Assembly, a
treasurer. In Mecklenburg County, however, the
treasurer shall be appointed or designated by the
chief administrative officer of the consolidated
government, subject to the approval of the
mayor.”

[Changes county treasurer from elective to ap-
pointive position.]

Sec. 10. G.8. 166-8 is amended by renumbering
the present subsection (b) as subsection (¢) and
adding a new paragraph (b), to read: “In Meck.
lenburg County the county director of civil de-
fense shall be appointed by and be responsible fo
the chief administrative officer of the consol-
idated government.”

[Makes appointment of civil defense director
parallel to other department heads.}

Sec. 11. Section 8 of Chapter 446 of the Public-
Local Laws of 1931, as amended, i3 amended by
deleting the phrase: “Mayor of the City of Char-
lotte, the Chief of Police of the City of Charlotte,
the Chairman of the Mecklenburg County Board
of Commissioners, the Sheriff of Mecklenburg
County, the Chief of Rural Police” in the first
sentence and inserting in lieu thereof the lan-
guage: “Mayor of The Consolidated Government

_thereof the language:

of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County, the Chief
of Police of the consolidated government, the
Mayor Pro Tempore of the consolidated govern-
ment, the Sheriff of Mecklenburg County and the
chairman of the Civil Service Commission of the
consolidated government”, so that the first semn-
tence of the section shall read as follows:

“Sec. 3. That the Mayor of The Consolidated
Government of Charlotte and Meckienburg
County, the Chief of Police of the consolidated
government, the Mayor Pro Tempore of the con-
solidated government, the Sheriff of Meelklen-
burg County and the chairman of the Civil Service
Commission of the consolidated government and
their successors in office be and they are hereby

- constituted members ex officio of a board to be

known as ‘The Officers Relief Board of Meck-
lenburg County,’ to administer the provisions of
this act and said board shall elect its own chair-
man and appoint an officer of the Board to be
known as ‘Commissioner of the Emergency Fund -
of the County of Mecklenburg,” who shall also act
as Secretary and Treasurer of the Board and
shall act under the instructions of the Board in all
matters pertaining to the administration of this
Aet”

[Changes ex officic members of the board of
law enforcement officers’ Emergency and Pension
Fund of Mecklenburg County, to accord with the
new government.|

Sec. 12. Section 4 of Chapter 926 of the Ses-
sion Laws of 1947, as amended by Section 1 of
Chapter 932 of the Session Laws of 1953, is
amended by deleting the phrase: “(a) City Man-
ager, {b) City Treasurer, (¢) City Accountant—
All of the City of Charlotte,” and inserting in lieu
“(a) chief administrative
officer of the consolidated government, (b) treas-
urer of the consolidated government, (¢) finance
director of the consolidated government,” and by
changing all references to the Charlotte Fire De-
partment to the Charlotte Urban Service District
Fire. Department, so that the section shall read
as follows:

“Sec. 4. Administration by Board of Trustees.
Rights and Powers. The general administration
and responsibility for the proper operation of the
Retirement System and for making effective the
provisions of this Act are hereby vested in a
Board of Trustees consisting of ; (a) chief admin-
istrative officer of the consolidated government,
(b) treasurer of the consolidated government, {¢)
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finance director of the consolidated government,
(d) a chairman and three members to represent
the public to be appointed by the Resident Judge
of the Superior Court of Mecklenburg County to
hold office for a period of three years or until
their successors shall have been appointed and
qualified, and (e} three members chosen from
the Charlotte Urban Service District Fire Depart-
ment, these representatives to be elected by a
majority vote of the uniformed members of the
Charlotte Urban Service District Fire Depart-
- ment; one of said representatives to the Board of
Trustees shall hold office for a period of one year,
one for a period of two years, and one for a period
of three years. Any member shall be eligible to
succeed himself.”

[Changes ex officio members of board of Char-
lotte Firemen’s Retirement System Board, to
accord with new government.] :

Sec, 13. Section one of Chapter 740 of the Ses-
sion Laws of 1967 i3 rewritten to read as follows:

“Sec. 1. Where the proposed right of way of a
street or highway necessitates the taking of a
portion of a building or structure, or a portion of
a parcel of land leaving a remainder of such
shape, size or condition so as to be of little value,
the consolidated government may acquire, by
condemnation or purchase, either (1) the entire
building or structure, together with the right to
enter upon the surrounding land for the purpose
of removing the building or structure, or (2) the
entire parcel of land, or (3) both. The consol-
idated government first shall make a determina-
tion based upon an affidavit of an independent
real estate appraiser that:

(1) as to the building or structure, the partial
taking will substantially destroy the economie
value or utility of the building or structure, and
that either .

(a) an economy in the expenditure of
public funds will be promoted thereby;

or -

- (b) it is not feasible to cut off a por-
tion of the building without destroying
the entire building; or

(e) the conveniernce, safety or improve-
ment of the street or highway will be
promoted thereby;

{(2) as to the portion of land, that either

(a) a partial taking will substantially
destroy the economic value or utility of
the remainder; or ,

(b) an economy in the expenditure of
public funds will be promoted thereby;
or-

(¢} the interest of the public will be
hest served by the acquisition of the en-
tire parcel,

Where an entire structure is condemned under
this section and the owner is or may be pro-
hibited or prevented from rebuilding the type of
structure condemned because of zoning, building
or other restrictiong, or where the remaining land
after condemnation cannot be used by the owner
for the purposes for which the land was zoned
prior to condemnation, these facts are competent
and shall be considered in determining the dam-
ages to which the owner is entitled.”

[Brings Charlotte local act on eminent domain
into closer accord with general law, by including
parcels of lots.]

Sec. 14. If any provision of this act or the ap-
plication thereof to any person or circumstance
is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect
other provisions or applications of the act that
can be given effect without the invalid provision
or application, and to this end the provisions of
this act are declared to be severable.

Sec. 15, All laws and clauses of laws in conflict
with this act are repealed.

Sec. 16. The effective date of this act is August
15, 1972,
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