
Jacquelyn Greene

2 02 2  E d i t i o n

North Carolina Juvenile 
Delinquency Process

Distributed by UNC Press

© 2022 School of Government 
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Use of this publication for commercial purposes or without acknowledgment of its 
source is prohibited. Reproducing, distributing, or otherwise making available to a 
non-purchaser the entire publication, or a substantial portion of it, without express 
permission, is prohibited.

Printed in the United States of America

26 25 24 23 22    2 3 4 5

ISBN 978-1-64238-051-4

Juvenile Justice 
Reinvestment Act

2022-05-03a 20210311_JJRA Process–2022 edition.indd   1-22022-05-03a 20210311_JJRA Process–2022 edition.indd   1-2 5/3/22   2:37 PM5/3/22   2:37 PM



Yes

Closed

Dismiss

No

Secure or nonsecure 
custody hearings occur

AOC-J-440

Is secure or 
nonsecure custody 

requested?

Compliant?

Did Prosecutor defer or 
divert case?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No
No

No

Transfer Hearing

Adjudication Hearing
AOC-J-460

Motion to transfer?

Court 
Order to 
transfer?

AOC-J-442
AOC-CR-922

Was PC 
found on Class 

D–G felony at age 
16/17?

AOC-J-343

Was PC found on 
a felony offense?

AOC-J-343

Was PC 
found only on 

misdemeanor(s)?
AOC-J-343

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

Probable Cause (PC) Hearing

Probable Cause 
(PC) Hearing

Transfer to  
Superior Court

Prosecutor and juvenile joint motion 
to remand offense at age 16 or 17

AOC-CR-291, AOC-CR-292

Does petition 
include 

 a felony?

Was juvenile 16 or 
17 at offense?

Prosecutor decline 
 to transfer?

Was an 
indictment 
returned?
AOC-J-444

AOC-CR-922No

No

No

No

No

First Appearance Hearing (all felonies) AOC-J-342

Age at 
Offense Under 13 13–15 16, 17

Felony 
Offense All Class 

A
Class 
B1–I

Class 
A–C

Class 
D–G

Class 
H, I

Was 
PC found on 

mandatory transfer 
offense?

AOC-J-343
AOC-CR-922

Mandatory Transfer to 
Superior Court

Allegation of 
Delinquent 

Behavior

Release

Referral to Resource(s)

Temporary Custody

Consultation 
services for a 

vulnerable juvenile

File 
Complaint

No Further 
Action

Does complaint 
allege an offense at age 

6–9?

Does complaint 
allege an offense at age 

6–7?

Does 
complaint allege 

an A–G felony or does the 
child have a previous 

adjudication?

Is Law Enforcement 
Involved?

Yes

NoNo

No

Law Enforcement 
Options

Is complaint 
approved for court?

Did Complainant or 
victim request prosecutor 

review and was it approved 
for court?

Did Juvenile Justice 
decide to close?No

No

Diversion
• Refer to resources
• Court counselor 

monitors plan or 
contract

Petition
AOC-J-340, -310, -337

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

Adjudication Hearing
AOC-J-460

No

No

Level 1: Community Disposition
AOC-J-461, -463, -464

Level 2: Intermediate Disposition
AOC-J-475, -463, -464

Court 
Termination

AOC-J-465

Dismissal 
by Court
AOC-J-430

Compliance 
and Closed
AOC-J-430

Return to Court
AOC-J-480, -481, -482

Level 1 and 2 Choose one:
• Disposition Continues, AOC-J-480, 

-463, -464
• Disposition Modification, 

AOC-J-463, -464, -475, -468, -480

Level 3 Choose one:
• Return to YDC
• Other Disposition, AOC-J-463, -467

Does Youth 
Comply with Court 

Orders?

Compliance?

Does Youth 
Comply with 
Conditions?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Dispositional Hearing
AOC-J-476

Disposed

Dismissed by Court?

Is Case 
Dismissed, 

Continued, or 
Disposed?

Yes

No

No
No

Dismissed Continued

Post-Release 
Supervision

Court counselor 
supervises 
following 

commitment

Level 3: Youth Development Center 
(YDC) Commitment

AOC-J-462, -463
YDC social worker and court counselor work 
with child and family 
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