PREPARING THE
CHILD WITNESS

Namncy: 5erson, LCSWV

University, of North Carelina
at Clhaapel Hill



Might the eutcome have Been different
it the! Jurers had the eppertunity te
learnmore frem: Cathenne?



Must e willing to take time: to:

Prepare the child

Develop: rapport

Maximize the information Withr our
guUEestions



Pevelop a Standara
Procedure



Preparation

Can youl remember being six?

HewW Woeularyourieel?

. [estifying aganist your: parent?

u [aIKIAg. pUBIClY regaralnig very. prvate
maters?



Goal of Preparation

Reduce child's stress and potential
Regative reaction.

Maximize the anility o child terhera
crediplewitness.

IHelpr ehild understand! the SerieUsSness of
the task.



Mother said:

DeVoUIF Remewerk!

Norcramming!



What You Need! to Know

\Were: the! disclosure Interviews with: the: chila
done well? What were thelr Weaknesses?

IS ther child's primany: caregiver suppertive?
What Was| thie: aceused’s relatienship ter child?

Dees the child feel emotienally and physically
safe?

Wererthere threats, subtlie: intimidation,
groeming?

DEES the! chlld have any: speciallneeds?
(cognitive, hearing, language, Vvision)



What You Need to Know:

(e

AtiRued)

What have Been the censequences of the child's

disclosure?

DeES Youlk DSS Worker have a strong

relatienshiprwit
IS the child 1t

€l

What IS the: chi
What dees the

chilc

1 the child?

QN7

d's d1IagnosIs?

KREW!: andl understand’ alkeut

court? Judge Juay?

What are the childi'siWorres and CONCErnS
regarding court?



Meet the Child!

Not the' day’ before.

Don't forget the caregiver!



Work to:
Develop: rappertwithrthe: child

Explaim your jo SIVMELY

Learn
What child has heen teld about coult
Child’'s concerns and Worres



Ccommon Fears

lheyuage wilyell at me;

Daa Wil [UsA e e Batiroosi:
pDaa Wil s/100L: [1IE.

[ Wil Soe: pUL AL all.



Explain

Your expectations off child
RoIEs; of courtreon persennel

Child will see! the defendant



Practice: answerng general guestions, 1n

the! courtroom withr chnld:



Strategies to Argue For
en Behalf ofi the Child

Scheduling the child’s appearance

s Around medication (I.e., ADHID)

s Best time of day

= Other events (prem, exam, schoel euting)

Determine: I accused can Pe: N anether
[eeM Via auadievistial heekup

Arrange a seating strategy



Strategies to Argue For
on Behall ofi the Child (cont'd)

s I child is smalll, canithey: sit on: a pillow, sit
@n caregiverrs/herapist s/grandparents lap?

» Have something for the child te hold:
s Close the courtroom.

x Bar entry and' exit off the' courtroom.
s BE concise, ask simple guestions.

s Attempt to put I place imits on: hew: defiense
counsel epjections are made.

x I necessary, request a break.



Goal off Questions
IR Courtroem

Assist: child 1 feelingl competent: and
comiortable. Ask clesed guestions, easy.
ol the child ter answer.

Address rules

Remember: Iif you dernot knew, the answer: tera
guestion,, It IS okay.

Truh/lie



3)

Goal off Questions
I Courtreom (contd)

Meyve tor epen-ended: guestiens on
neutral tepics before introducing the
1OPIC Gff CONCEr.

Be willing ter use preps: (anatemical
dirawings, dells, photegrapis)

Give the child cues ter predict the topic of
COnVersation.



Catherine Revisited

Intreduce Cathenne te the Judge: and ether
courtreen persennel (lailif;
stenegrapher, ether atterney)

Remind Catherne: she s sate.



Catherine Revisited
(Continued)

EsStanlishing comiort, competence, anad
[APPeIH

Thank Catherne fier coming; tellfheritis
go0d tersee ner again:

TellfCatherne you want te talk ter e se
Judge Smithr can get te knew: her hetter.



Catherine Revisited
(Continued)

ASk: Catherne simple guestiens:

x WWhoele name?
n Age?

= Name off teacher, grade?



Catherine Revisited
(Continued)

s fell Judge Smith wihat youlike est anout
fourth grade.

s Whe de yeu live wWith?
x Are you onl Christimas break nght new? Yes.

s [ell Judge Smithrsome things you have done
on break.



Catherine Revisited
(Continued)

Review: off Rules

Cathenne, when we! talked beifore, | told
you seome rules. Let's review: them:



Catherine Revisited
(Continued)

s [T you do not knew: an answer tera guestion,
Just tell me.

s |F you de net Understand the guestiens that |,
M., Glles, er Judge Smithl ask; tell us.

x Remember, We dernoet knew! the things you
cani tell'us, se you need to help us.

s [ruth/Lie— Agree to tell the truth.



Catherine Revisited
(Continued)

Bread guestions fecusing on the tepic of
CONCEIN:

Tell Judge: Smith the reasen you: are here
eday. WWhat Vi Alvarez ala.

Now, Catherne, we will talk abeut M.
Alvarez:
s Have you seen nim: belere?



Catherine Revisited
(Continued)

s \Where have yeu Seen Rim?

s [ell Judage Smithraneut MiE. Alvarez (will
preRanly ve tee) read):

s el Judge Smith What happened with M.
Alvarez (child may net answer — den't panic).

x Whe have youl talked te aboeut V. Alvarez?



Catherine Revisited
(Continued)

s [ell Judge Smith What youl teld Officer Smith
apeut Mr. Alvarez

[HENoOLCHET 1Ty PIVAles.

s \Where are Voulr privates?
[ney.are rere. [PolaLs venveeneqgs).

s Please shiow me: on this drawing.
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