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1.  Constitutional Provisions 

 

   Before entering upon the duties of an office, a person elected or appointed to the office shall take and 

subscribe the following oath: 

  

   "I, .............., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and maintain the Constitution and laws of 

the United States, and the Constitution and laws of North Carolina not inconsistent therewith, and that I 

will faithfully discharge the duties of my office as .............., so help me God." 

 

N.C. Const.  art. VI, § 7. 

 

 

2. Oath of Office Required for City Officers 
 
§  160A-61.  Oath of office 

   Every person elected by the people or appointed to any city office shall, before entering upon the duties of the 

office, take and subscribe the oath of office prescribed in Article VI, § 7 of the Constitution. Oaths of office shall 

be administered by some person authorized by law to administer oaths, and shall be filed with the city clerk. 

 
§ 160A-68. Organizational meeting of council. 

(a) The council may fix the date and time of its organizational meeting. The organizational meeting may be held 

at any time after the results of the municipal election have been officially determined and published pursuant to 

Subchapter IX of Chapter 163 of the General Statutes but not later than the date and time of the first regular meeting 

of the council in December after the results of the municipal election have been certified pursuant to that 

Subchapter. If the council fails to fix the date and time of its organizational meeting, then the meeting shall be held 

on the date and at the time of the first regular meeting in December after the results of the municipal election have 

been certified pursuant to Subchapter IX of Chapter 163 of the General Statutes. 

(b) At the organizational meeting, the newly elected mayor and councilmen shall qualify by taking the oath of 

office prescribed in Article VI, Section 7 of the Constitution. The organization of the council shall take place 

notwithstanding the absence, death, refusal to serve, failure to qualify, or nonelection of one or more members, but 

at least a quorum of the members must be present. 

(c) All local acts or provisions of city charters which prescribe a particular meeting day or date for the 

organizational meeting of a council are hereby repealed.  

 

 

3. Oath of Office Required for County Officers 

 
§  153A-26.  Oath of office 

   Each person elected by the people or appointed to a county office shall, before entering upon the duties of the 

office, take and subscribe the oath of office prescribed in Article VI, Sec. 7 of the Constitution. The oath of office 

shall be administered by some person authorized by law to administer oaths and shall be filed with the clerk. 
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   On the first Monday in December following each general election at which county officers are elected, the persons 

who have been elected to county office in that election shall assemble at the regular meeting place of the board of 

commissioners. At that time each such officer shall take and subscribe the oath of office. An officer not present at 

this time may take and subscribe the oath at a later time. 

 
 

4. Selected Provisions of Chapter 11 of the General Statutes 

 
§  11-1.  Oaths and affirmations to be administered with solemnity 

   Whereas, lawful oaths for discovery of truth and establishing right are necessary and highly conducive to the 

important end of good government; and being most solemn appeals to Almighty God, as the omniscient witness of 

truth and the just and omnipotent avenger of falsehood, and whereas, lawful affirmations for the discovery of truth 

and establishing right are necessary and highly conducive to the important end of good government, therefore, such 

oaths and affirmations ought to be taken and administered with the utmost solemnity. 

 

§  11-2.  Administration of oaths 

   Judges and other persons who may be empowered to administer oaths, shall (except in the cases in this Chapter 

excepted) require the party to be sworn to lay his hand upon the Holy Scriptures, in token of his engagement to 

speak the truth and in further token that, if he should swerve from the truth, he may be justly deprived of all the 

blessings of that holy book and made liable to that vengeance which he has imprecated on his own head. 

 

§  11-3.  Administration of oath with uplifted hand 

   When the person to be sworn shall be conscientiously scrupulous of taking a book oath in manner aforesaid, he 

shall be excused from laying hands upon, or touching the Holy Gospel; and the oath required shall be administered 

in the following manner, namely: He shall stand with his right hand lifted up towards heaven, in token of his solemn 

appeal to the Supreme God, and also in token that if he should swerve from the truth he would draw down the 

vengeance of heaven upon his head, and shall introduce the intended oath with these words, namely: 

 

   I, A.B., do appeal to God, as a witness of the truth and the avenger of falsehood, as I shall answer the same at the 

great day of judgment, when the secrets of all hearts shall be known (etc., as the words of the oath may be). 

 

§  11-4.  Affirmation in lieu of oath 

   When a person to be sworn shall have conscientious scruples against taking an oath in the manner prescribed by 

G.S. 11-2, 11-3, or 11-7, he shall be permitted to be affirmed. In all cases the words of the affirmation shall be the 

same as the words of the prescribed oath, except that the word "affirm" shall be substituted for the word "swear" and 

the words "so help me God" shall be deleted. 

 
§  11-7.  Oath or affirmation to support Constitutions; all officers to take 

   Every member of the General Assembly and every person elected or appointed to hold any office of trust or profit 

in the State shall, before taking office or entering upon the execution of the office, take and subscribe to the 

following oath: 

 

   "I, . . . . . . . . . . . ., do solemnly and sincerely swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States; that I 

will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the State of North Carolina, and to the constitutional powers and 

authorities which are or may be established for the government thereof; and that I will endeavor to support, maintain 

and defend the Constitution of said State, not inconsistent with the Constitution of the United States, to the best 

of my knowledge and ability; so help me God." 

 

§  11-7.1.  Who may administer oaths of office 

   (a) Except as otherwise specifically required by statute, an oath of office may be administered by: 

      (1) A justice, judge, magistrate, clerk, assistant clerk, or deputy clerk 

of the General Court of Justice, a retired justice or judge of the General Court 

of Justice, or any member of the federal judiciary; 

      (2) The Secretary of State; 

      (3) A notary public; 
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      (4) A register of deeds; 

      (5) A mayor of any city, town, or incorporated village;  

      (5a) A chairman of the board of commissioners of any county; 

      (6) A member of the House of Representatives or Senate of the General Assembly; 

      (7) The clerk of any county, city, town or incorporated village. 

   (b) The administration of an oath by any judge of the Court of Appeals prior to March 7, 1969, is hereby validated. 

 

§  11-8.  When deputies may administer 

   In all cases where any civil officer, in the discharge of his duties, is permitted by the law to administer an oath, the 

deputy of such officer, when discharging such duties, shall have authority to administer it, provided he is a sworn 

officer; and the oath thus administered by the deputy shall be as obligatory as if administered by the principal 

officer, and shall be attended with the same penalties in case of false swearing. 

 

§  11-9.  Administration by certain officers 

   The chairman of the board of county commissioners and the chairman of the board of education of the several 

counties may administer oaths in any matter or hearing before their respective boards. 

 

§ 11-11.  Oaths of sundry persons; forms.
1
 

   The oaths of office to be taken by the several persons hereafter named shall be in the words following the names 

of said persons respectively, after taking the separate oath required by Article VI, Section 7 of the Constitution of 

North Carolina: 

 

Attorney General, State District Attorneys and County Attorneys 

 

I, A. B., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will well and truly serve the State of North Carolina in the office of 

Attorney General (district attorney for the State or attorney for the State in the county of ______); I will, in the 

execution of my office, endeavor to have the criminal laws fairly and impartially administered, so far as in me lies, 

according to the best of my knowledge and ability; so help me, God. 

 

Auditor 

 

I, A. B., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will well and truly execute the trust reposed in me as auditor, without 

favor or partiality, according to law, to the best of my knowledge and ability; so help me, God. 

 

Register of Deeds 

 

I, A. B., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully and truly, according to the best of my skill and ability, 

execute the duties of the office of register of deeds for the county of ____, in all things according to law; so help me, 

God. 

 

Sheriff 

 

I, A. B., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will execute the office of sheriff of __ county to the best of my 

knowledge and ability, agreeably to law; and that I will not take, accept or receive, directly or indirectly, any fee, 

gift, bribe, gratuity or reward whatsoever, for returning any man to serve as a juror or for making any false return on 

any process to me directed; so help me, God. 

 

Law Enforcement Officer 

 

I, A. B., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will be alert and vigilant to enforce the criminal laws of this State; that 

I will not be influenced in any matter on account of personal bias or prejudice; that I will faithfully and impartially 

                                                           
1
 Some of the oaths in G.S. 11-11 are for offices that are not part of city or county government.  Those oaths have 

been omitted here. 
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execute the duties of my office as a law enforcement officer according to the best of my skill, abilities, and 

judgment; so help me, God. 

 

Surveyor for a County 

 

I, A. B., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will well and impartially discharge the several duties of the office of 

surveyor for the county of ____, according to law; so help me, God. 

  

Treasurer for a County 

 

I, A. B., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that, according to the best of my skill and ability, I will execute impartially 

the office of treasurer for the county of ____, in all things according to law; that I will duly and faithfully account 

for all public moneys that may come into my hands, and will not, directly or indirectly, apply the same, or any part 

thereof, to any other use than by law directed; so help me, God. 

  

General Oath 

 

Any officer of the State or of any county or township, the term of whose oath is not given above, shall take an oath 

in the following form: 

 

I, A. B., do swear (or affirm) that I will well and truly execute the duties of the office of ____ according to the best 

of my skill and ability, according to law; so help me, God.   
 

 

5. Oath Provisions for Tax Assessors and Tax Collectors 
 
§ 105-295. Oath of office for assessor. 

The assessor, as the holder of an appointed office, shall take the oath required by Article VI, § 7 of the 

North Carolina Constitution with the following phrase added to it: "that I will not allow my actions as assessor to be 

influenced by personal or political friendships or obligations,". The oath must be filed with the clerk of the board of 

county commissioners.  

 

§ 105-349. Appointment, term, qualifications, and bond of tax collectors and deputies. 

(g) Oath. - Every tax collector and deputy tax collector, as the holder of an office, shall take the oath 

required by Article VI, § 7 of the North Carolina Constitution with the following phrase added to it: "that I will not 

allow my actions as tax collector to be influenced by personal or political friendships or obligations,". The oath must 

be filed with the clerk of the governing body of the taxing unit. 

 

 

6. Oath Provisions for Elections Officials 
 

§ 163-30. County boards of elections; appointments; terms of office; qualifications; vacancies; oath of office; 

instructional meetings. 

. . . . At the meeting of the county board of elections required by G.S. 163-31 to be held on Tuesday following 

the third Monday in July in the year of their appointment the members shall take the following oath of office: 

"I, _________, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the 

United States; that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the State of North Carolina and to 

the constitutional powers and authorities which are or may be established for the government 

thereof; that I will endeavor to support, maintain and defend the Constitution of said State, not 

inconsistent with the Constitution of the United States; and that I will well and truly execute the 

duties of the office of member of the __________ County Board of Elections to the best of my 

knowledge and ability, according to law; so help me God." 

Each member of the county board of elections shall attend each instructional meeting held pursuant to G.S. 163-

46, unless excused for good cause by the chairman of the board, and shall be paid the sum of twenty-five dollars 

($25.00) per day for attending each of those meetings. 
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* * * 

§ 163-41. Precinct chief judges and judges of election; appointment; terms of office; qualifications; vacancies; 

oaths of office. 

. . . . As soon as practicable, following their training as prescribed in G.S. 163-82.24, each chief judge and 

judge of election shall take and subscribe the following oath of office to be administered by an officer authorized to 

administer oaths and file it with the county board of elections: 

"I, __________, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the United States; that I 

will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the State of North Carolina, and to the constitutional powers and 

authorities which are or may be established for the government thereof; that I will endeavor to support, maintain and 

defend the Constitution of said State not inconsistent with the Constitution of the United States; that I will 

administer the duties of my office as chief judge of (judge of election in) ______precinct, __________County, 

without fear or favor; that I will not in any manner request or seek to persuade or induce any voter to vote for or 

against any particular candidate or proposition; and that I will not keep or make any memorandum of anything 

occurring within a voting booth, unless I am called upon to testify in a judicial proceeding for a violation of the 

election laws of this State; so help me, God." 

Notwithstanding the previous paragraph, a person appointed chief judge by the judges of election under this 

section, or appointed judge of election by the chief judge under this section may take the oath of office immediately 

upon appointment. 

Before the opening of the polls on the morning of the primary or election, the chief judge shall administer the 

oath set out in the preceding paragraph to each assistant, and any judge of election not previously sworn, substituting 

for the words "chief judge of" the words "assistant in" or "judge of election in" whichever is appropriate. . . .  

 

§ 163-42. Assistants at polls; appointment; term of office; qualifications; oath of office. 

. . .  

(d) Before entering upon the duties of the office, each assistant shall take the oath prescribed in G.S. 163-41(a) 

to be administered by the chief judge of the precinct for which the assistant is appointed. Assistants serve for the 

particular primary or election for which they are appointed, unless the county board of elections appoints them for a 

term to expire on the date appointments are to be made pursuant to G.S. 163-41.  

 

 

7.  Acting Without Taking Required Oaths 
 

§ 128-5. Oath required before acting; penalty. 

Every officer and other person required to take an oath of office, or an oath for the faithful discharge of any duty 

imposed on him, and also the oath appointed for such as hold any office of trust or profit in the State, shall take all 

said oaths before entering on the duties of the office, or the duties imposed on such person, on pain of forfeiting five 

hundred dollars ($500.00) to the use of the poor of the county in or for which the office is to be used, and of being 

ejected from his office or place by proper proceedings for that purpose.  

 
§ 14-229. Acting as officer before qualifying as such. 

If any officer shall enter on the duties of his office before he executes and delivers to the authority entitled to 

receive the same the bonds required by law, and qualifies by taking and subscribing and filing in the proper office 

the oath of office prescribed, he shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor and shall be ejected from his office.  

 

 


