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By: Sara DePasquale
UNC School of Government

Child Welfare 
Case Update: Session 1

Social Services Attorneys Winter Conference ‐ 2018

1. Verification

In re N.X.A.

DSS ATTORNEY SIGNATURE
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DHHS
Social Services 
Commission

County 
Department 

DSS 
Attorney

AGENT: Rule 11(d) 
”Acquainted w/the facts”

What other context might this holding 
be helpful?

2. Adjudication
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In re J.M. 

Hearsay? 

• Grandma testify to mom’s call/text that father 
abused her when children home and 
physically discipline children

• Dad objects: Hearsay

• Abuse adjudication

Hearsay?

• RN testify to what mom said about dad’s 
actions toward child

– Well child visit

– Emergency Department visit
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Child’s Status

Abuse

Neglect

Dependency

Serious 
Neglect

In re J.M. 

Out‐of‐Home Placements: Neglect

In re H.L.

• Meth use

• Child tug of war

• TPSA with adult sister

• + drug screens

• Not work on plan

In re B.P.

• Homeless/laundromat

• Mental health issues/Rx

• Arrested

• DV allegation/Stroller

• Placement with appropriate 
couple in Cabarrus County

•

Out‐of‐Home Placement: Dependency

Parent

Unable to 
provide for 
care or 

supervision

Lacks 
appropriate 
alternative 
child care 



2/15/2018

5

Out‐of‐Home Placements: 
Dependency

In re H.L. In re B.P.

Dispositional Hearings: Timing Refresher

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐

Permanency
Planning  
Hearing
w/in 12 
months of 
removal or 30 
days of 
findings re: 
efforts

Adjudication

S.L. 2017‐161
G.S. 7B‐906.1(a): court shall conduct  
a review w/in 90 days (no condition)

Ceasing Reunification Efforts Refresher

• Findings under

• G.S. 7B‐901(c)……... Long list of aggravating factors

• G.S. 7B‐906.1(d)(3)…. Unsuccessful/inconsistent

• G.S. 7B‐906.2(b) …. Unsuccessful/inconsistent



2/15/2018

6

In re G.T. 

• Chronic/toxic exposure to 
alcohol/controlled substances causing 
child’s impairment or addiction

• Makes written findings that a court of competent 
jurisdiction has determined that aggravating factors 
exist

7B‐901(c): Statutory Interpretation

Prior Court Order

Findings in 
adjudication 
or other 

earlier order

Findings in 
order from 
collateral 
proceeding
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Timing Continues: ‐901(c) vs. ‐906.2(b) 
Findings
In re T.W. 

Initial Dispo

7B‐901(c)

but GT

Review

‐906.1(d)(3) 
finding triggers 
need for PPH 

PPH
‐906.2 only 
(No ‐901)

Need Ultimate 
Finding of Fact

Clearly unsuccessful or inconsistent with 
health or safety

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
Permanency
Planning  
Hearing

Concurrent
Permanent 

Plans

906.2(b) 
Findings

Adjudication

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
Permanency
Planning  
Hearing

Concurrent
Permanent 

Plans

Adjudication

30 days
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‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
Permanency
Planning  
Hearing

Concurrent
Permanent 

Plans

906.2(b) 
Findings

Adjudication

S.L. 2017‐161
Must schedule 
PPH w/in 30 days

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐

+
Permanency
Planning  
Hearing

Initial Disposition

Adjudication

In re J.M. 
Combined hearing and order
7B‐906.2(b) findings
Guardianship/adoption plans
Is that ok?

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐

Review

+
Permanency
Planning  
Hearing

Initial Disposition

Adjudication

In re H.L. 
Combined hearing and order
Guardianship to adult sister
No ‐901(c) findings
No order DSS engage in 
reunification efforts
Is that ok?
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‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐

Review

+
Permanency
Planning  
Hearing

Initial Disposition

Adjudication

In re H.L. 
Is combined hearing  ok?

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐

Review

+
Permanency
Planning  
Hearing

Initial Disposition

Adjudication

In re H.L. 
Combined hearing and order
Guardianship to adult sister
Secondary plan reunification 
but relieved DSS of efforts
Is that ok?

In re C.S.L.B. 

P
ri
m
ar
y • Guardianship

• Relieve 
DSS/GAL

• Waive 
Reviews Se

co
n
d
ar
y • Reunification

• Reasonable 
Efforts
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What do you do?

• G.S. 7B‐906.2(a1): permanent plan achieved

• ?? Do you need to make 7B‐906.2(b) findings


